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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


Although the principal object of this 
work was to collect and condense into one Vo- 
lume, the history of the unlappy consort of 
Geokcje the First, which is not 
any of%he old and established histories of Engm 
land, and but slightly treated on in others, — the 
Editor has, from various authorities, selected 
passages, illustrative of the personal history 
of the Brunswick inonarchs, and given them 
in their original form ; which original or com- 
piled matter, takes up the History of the 
House of Brunswick, a few years prior to the act 
of settlement ; and he has, from his own stores, 
added an original, and, he believes, an authentic 
history of the Youth of George HI. 

The partiality of W/iiff historians, gave a 
lustre to Sophia, Electress of Hanover, the 
mother of George the First, which her real cha- 
racter did not deserve : and the same bias led 
them altogether to omit the name of his op- 
pressed consort, whom he had, as a despot, 
consigned to a prison, without any other or 
better reason than his will and his power. Over 
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the savage injuries inflicted on this greatly 
jurecl woman, the iron hand of the tyrant 
drew a veil, which, for a time, covered and 
concealed the victim of lust and criiellv, and the 
injustice bj which she was oppressed. But still, 
tlie late ol that high-minded^ beautiful, and ac- 
complished Princess', deserte<l, as she was, by 
all her relations, and by all her former luvsociates, 
excited a powerful sypipathy amongst the liberal 
cu']^^A« j polished society, in every na- 
tion of Europe. For a time, indeed, he .♦ savage 
and brutal husband (George the Fh’st) appears 
to have had the field to himself; and he filled 
every court, where so petty a prince as he then 
was had any influence, with the most degrading- 
accusations against his hapless wife ; and if 
she had been as guilty as the denunciations of 
her oppressor were coarse and vehement, she 
would, indeed, have forfeited all claim to I'e- 
spect, but not to sympathy, because, however 
bad she might have conducted herself, the adul- 
teries of her husband wei*e still more disgusting 
and notorious, and not a breath of slander had 
rested on her fame, till after her ill-fivted mar- 
riage with that mercenary and ambitious Prince: 
to whose vices, therefore, her own aberrations 
were solely to be attributed. Her oppressor, 
though he could hermetically close his pale and 
blighted victim in a Ivmely castle, and for ever 
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debar her of the presence of het children, could 
not deprive her of disintei'ested advocates, who 
had the sense and humatiity to consider, that she 
had not had a fair or an open trial, — that her 
coarse, vindictive, gross, and sensual husband, 
was the absolute master and mover of the tri- 
bunals by which she is said to have been degraded 
and divorced, and that her judges were as com- 
pletely his sercatits as his lacqueys or valets j 
that her chai-acter, previous to marriage, had 
not only been free from reproach, but was known 
to be of the onost amiable order. That the 
match was forced upon her, who was every way 
its victim, and had originated entirely in the 
avarice of her husband, who was her own first 
cousin, and whose claim to her hand Was so 
enforced by his father and mother, that there 
was no possibility of a refusal ; although the no- 
torious debaucheries, and deep-rooted profligacy 
of her husband were so gross, that all the courts 
of Europe resounded with recitals of his licen- 
tious amours, and general profligacy of charac- 
ter. When these facts were publicly known, 
every reflecting person admitted the probability 
that the fair captive, and unhappy mother, had 
been falsely accused, and unjustly sentenced, 
through the power and the malice of a guilty htta<- 
band. That the Electoral Prince, her gaoler and 
oppressor, had pretensions to periotial OdUmge, 

B 2 
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did not justify bis having, -on many occasions, 
exercised his valour by heating his beauteous 
wife, and dragging her along by her dishevelled 
locks, to gratify his concubines, who were the 
instigators and the spectators of those outrages ; 
nor. did his ambition to shine as a first-rate in- 
triguer, warrant his having selected the charac- 
ter of his unhappy consort as the object which, by 
circumvention, by subservient and venal di- 
plomatists, by stratagems of all kinds of the 
sap and mine process, he sought to dJniolish. 
In defiance of evei'y artifice, the baseness of his 
personal character, and the grossness of his pro- 
pensities, spread rapidly with Jiis vituperations 
against his wife, and his own reputation suffered 
in a still greater degree than that of the calum- 
niated Princess, 

That her husband was a man of coarse taste 
and dissolute habits there can be no doubt j and 
none, that he married, solely from motives of state 
policy, a beautiful and virtuous young Princess, 
whom he never loved, and whose life he began 
to render miserable as soon as the marriage cere- 
mony had been performed ; yet, it is more 
than probable, that his minions and his concu- 
bines, seeing his aversion to his wife, fabricated 
th||[$RM>st atrocious calumnies against her, forged, 
jP^mnsed to be forg^, a variety of letters, tend- 
to prove the unhappy Princess had been false 
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to her profligate lord, and they snborned and 
disciplined a host of false witnesses to g-ive snp- 
port to their calinnnies. Where the heart is 
violently predisposed to think well or ill, it 
eagerly adopts whatever conforms to its pre- 
judices. The Prince had deeply and irreparably 
injured his wife ; and, too often is it seen, that 
an oppressed j)erson has no foe so inveterate as 
that by whom a great injury has been inflicted ; 
and the heart most prone to the commission of 
crime, iN often the least capable to forgive. Thus 
situated, it is no wonder that George the 
First, when Electoral Prince of Hanover, too 
readily received every report that was discredit- 
able to his neglected, insulted, forsaken wife ; 
nor, that his attendant courtiers found it their 
surest way to his favour to vilify her character, 
and strive, by all practicable means, to pursue 
the unhappy lady to utter ruin. 

According to the united testimony of Ger- 
man, Dutch, French, and English authors, never 
was a young and beautiful woman more cruelly 
treated, nor her morals exposed to worse pollu- 
tion. It was even asserted, by a Dutch anony- 
mous author, that the malice of her dissolnte 
husband hurried him to the infamous expedient 
of throwing his own wife, and the mother of his 
son and heir, in the way of profligate but ac- 
complished chevaliers, in order, if successful in 



6 


PIlEiaffINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


their attempts upon her honour, they might be- 
tray their victim, and hand her over to punish- 
ment, to infamy, and ruin. This, however, is so 
Gxti’avagant a flight of matrimonial depravity, 
that it exceeds the bounds of credibility, and 
must be imputed to the universal indignation ex- 
cited by the gross depravity, and unrelenting 
cruelty of her worthless husband. 

It is not the intention of the Editor to draw 
any compiirison lietweeu the jiersonal characters 
and conduct of the consorts of tlie firstPund the 
fourth George, who have sat on the English 
throne; but there is the closest possible analogy 
between the conspiracies of which those Prin- 
cesses were the victims. It is historically al- 
lowed, that the Princess Sophia Dorothea ad- 
mitted the Count Konigsmark to visit her 
chamber whilst she was yet in bed, and to salute 
her hand : but great allowance must be made for 
the free manners of that age ; and it was not 
alone, but in the presence of her feuuile at- 
tendants, tliat the Count was introduced and saw 
the Princess ; and it is fully confirmed, by many 
concurrent testimonies, that the concubines of the 
Elector and the Electoral Prince, her father-in- 
law and her husband ! planned and accelerated 
an interview intended to effect the death of the 
Ijlieft and the utter destruction of the o^er ! 

, And as respects the stronger feet of tb(S consort 
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of George the First having' resolved to quit her 
children, even that action depends upon other 
circumstances ; for if she acted with the privity 
of her mother, the Duchess of Zell, to whose re- 
lations in France she was about to retire (a fact 
that has been asserted by foreign writers), it can- 
not in justice be termed ffesertinfj them; and the 
unhappy persecuted sufferer might hope, that 
W'hen she Avas out of the reach of her husband’s 
power, she might negociate with him on terms 
of gretRer e<ju!ilitv, and with a better chance of 
obtaining justice, than when surrounded by his 
concubines, and hourly exposed to the most bru- 
tal treatment and intolerable insults. Lastly, 
the most suspicious circumstance of all, — the 
young Count, wlio had spoken so lightly of the 
Princess at the court of the profligate King of 
Poland, and who had kissed her hand in bed, 
was to accompany her to France! It should in 
justice be remendjered, that this nobleman had 
been bred in her father’s cotirt, and that she felt, 
as she avowed, a sister's kindness towards him, 
but no more. She was a Princess of high rank ; 
and as, at the time of the meditated flight, Lewis 
the Fourteenth was pouring his troops towards 
the Belgic frontiers, she could not travel with- 
out some protector, and who more proper than a 
soldier of high character? Konig'smark was not 
rich; the Princess had made no provision for her 
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future support ; and the project was confined, ac- 
cording' to the best authorities, to the Count es- 
corting her to her mother's relations in France, 
and there leaving her till a regular and legal se- 
paration from her husband could be effected. 

These suggestions appeared many years since, 
in a Dutch jjeriodical and contemporaneous woi’k : 
the Editor thinks it was the ‘ llollandsche Mercu- 
I'liis,' a celebrated political magazine, which held 
its rank for ages in that republic, and which con- 
tains a rich and unexplored mine of bfsitorical 
facts and documents intimately connected with 
the history of England ; and he much regrets 
that he has it not in his power, at this interest- 
ing crisis, t© have recourse to that and other 
foreign authorities; but he can conscientiously 
aver that he never saw any work in the Dutch 
tongue, so devoted to the politics of King William, 
and the Orange, or Protestant cause, as t(j calum- 
niate the wife of Georg’e the First; or assert that 
she merited the cruel sufferings she was doomed 
to undergo ; and never were fouler means resorted 
to by any miscreants to accomplish, by conspiracg, 
the destruction of a human being, than were 
employed against this heroic woman, whose for- 
titude baHled and confounded all her enemies, 
though it could not avert the dreadful sentence 
of^^perpetual imprisomiient in a solitary castle, 
M^Mirated for ever from her children (George 
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lh« Second, and the Queen of Prussia), whom 
>he never saw more. 

The principal characters concerned in this royal 
Brunswick tragedy were 

The Elector (formerly Duke) of Hanover, 
father of George the First, of England. ' 

The Princess Sophia, his wife. She was daugh- 
ter to the Prince Palatine, and the Princes.? 
Elizabeth hisconsort, consequently, gTand-daugh- 
ter to James tlie First of" England, and great 
grand-daughter to Mary Queen of Scots ; a busy, 
intriguing’ Princess, but a most accomplished 
woman. 

George Lewis, Electoral Prince, their .son, 
afterwards the first British monarch of that name. 

Sophia Dorothea, consort to this Prince, the 
heire.ss-general to the reigning Duke of Zell, 
elder brother to the Elector of Hanover, married 
almost by compulsion, owing to the intrigues of 
the Eleetre.ss Sophia of Hanover. 

The reigning DwAe of Zell; and hisconsort, 
an elegant and beautiful French lady, whom he 
married from motives of affection. She was 
afterwards involved in great unhappiness through 
the malevolent intrigues of the Electress; the 
Duke resigning his daughter to the mercy of 
her incensed husband. 

Count Konigsmark, a celebrated Swede, well 
known at most of the courts of Europe, by his 
elegant person, his courage, and licentious amours. 
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Count de Plaalen, chief minister to the Elec- 
tor of Hanover j a subtle, false, and worthless 
minion; the pander of his own disliononr; his wife 
being' one of the Elector’s mistresses, whose sister 
was thefavoiirite of his son, and the chief instru- 
ment of bring'ing' his Princess to destruction. The 
Count, in conse<|Ucnce of his base subserviency, 
was created, by the Elector’s influence, a Count 
of the lloinan empire; arul that minister, with 
Baron Bernstorff, ruled Hanover despotically, and 
disposed of its population and resonrces«‘}dmost 
as they pleased, in their master’s name. 

The Countess Von Ptaaten, an infamous woman, 
who intrigued with Count Konigsmark ; then 
proposed a marriage with her sister, the mistress 
to the Electoral Prince; and upon finding that 
the Count was in love with the Princess .Sophia 
Dorothea, she planned and eflPected the de.struc- 
tion of them both. 

Henrietta Von Meissenhourg, sister to the 
Countess, and a favourite inistre.ss to George the 
First, prior to the year 1690; after his accession 
to the throne of England, created an English 
Peeress in her own right ! 

Baron Bernstorff, mimsiev to the Duke of Zell, 
and afterwards to George the First, a corrupt 
and wicked man ; without morals, without con- 
science, insatiate in his avarice, implacable in 
(its mentments. He was suspected to have su- 
borned most of the false witnesses who gave 
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evidence against the cousor! of George the First. 
This vindictive and perfidious wretch adminis- 
tered to all the vicious propensities of that Prince 
long prior to his asetniding the English throne, 
whereby he became almost his master. In Eng- 
land, BernstorlF’s practices were so corrupt, that 
he was frequently menaced with impeachment. 
This man, his accomplices llothman, Robotham, 
and the Jfuchess of Kendal, wore <leeply eiigiiged 
in all manner of court-traflic, such as the sale of 
titles,*,' »luces, patents, Vo. and rapidly made enor- 
mous ibrtuues. 

Such wore the miscreants whose foul machina- 
tions involved an amiable Princess in unmerited 
disgrace, arul irrejMirable ruin, and whose cha- 
racters are thus designate<l, the better to enable 
the reader to comprehend the events treat- 
ed of in the several divisions of this work ; 
the first ])art of which commences several 
years after the marriage of George the First, 
when suspicions of Count Konigsmark, as a fa- 
voured lover of his consort, had been too success- 
fully excited ; and when the infernal plot, form- 
ed by the ministers of the courts of Hanover 
and Zell, and by the concubines of the Elector, 
and the Electoral Prince, was just on the point 
of explosion, and which effectually destroyed the 
victims it was intended to reach. 

Whatever impression its perusal may {nrodoee, 
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as to the innocence of the lady, every humane 
bosom must abhor the cruel and cowardly man> 
net in which she was oppressed. Sophia Doro- 
thea was literally hunted down by blood-hounds 
in the human shape — the mistresses, the minis- 
ters, and the agents of her haslmnd. The chief 
object of whom, next to the gratification of vin- 
dictive malice, appears to have been to compel 
her to acknowledge herself ax adultress, and 
to consent to a nivoiiCE. The principal interest 
ol‘ this little piece, at the present day, is tfc- show 
by what vile means the consort of the first 
George was overwhelmed by siriiOUXED r.vi- 
UENCE and forged letters ; not wholly to 
criminate her husband, but rather to show that 
her worst enemies, and most indefatigable pur- 
suers, were profligate Courtiers and Courte- 
sans, who employed all manner of abhorrent 
manoeuvres to keep the mind of George the 
First in a state of constant irritation, whereby 
they acquired a complete ascendancy over him, 
and governed, after his father’s death, his 
dominions as they pleased. 

It is too probable, in both instances, that much 
of the misery, ard discreditable severities which 
stain the pages of history, arose from treacher- 
ous courtiers, or vindictive mistresses. The in- 
famy and perfidy of the Plaatens, Bernstorfis, 
Bothmans, caused the ruin of Sophia Doro- 
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thea ; and whilst the horrid depravity — the naked 
perjuries of ‘ the Douolas,’ stand unpunished, 
it is just and rational to fear, that George the 
Fourth may also have been deceived by false and 
suborned evidence, and fabricated documents pre- 
pared for purposes and from motives very similar 
to those imputed to the polluted nest of Hano- 
verian court-vermin, whose names have been 
rendered immortal by their infamy, and it will 
be hereafter shown, by extracts taken from the 
‘ Prineiuss of Zell,' that the ends of those infa- 
mous conspirators were as miserable as their 
lives had been wicked. 
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PART I. 

Extract from a scarce Work, entitled “ A^xmoirs 
of the Love and Slate Intrigues of tJte Court 
of Hanover, from the Marriage of the Prin> 
CESS OE Zeeu, to the tragical Heath of 
Count Konigsmark.” 

“ It happened one evening', whilst Count Ko- 
nigsinark was at the Polish court, that both tlie 
king and his guests having drank away their 
modesty and discretion, a proposal was made 
and accepted, for every man in turn to en- 
tertain the comp..ny with an account of his love 
intrigues, not omitting either names or circum- 
stances, or whatever else might give a zest to the 
narration ; but set the example, and few scruple 
to follow where monarchs lead the way*. 


• This is indeed a “ home truth;” where a monarch’s life is 
deeply tainted with vice, no limits can be assigned to its mo- 
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“ When, therefore, it came to the turn of 
Count Konig-smark, he first made his adverttures 
with Madame de Plaaten the subject of his co- 
medy, whicfi he set forth with all the wit and 
humour of which he was master, and likewise 
as minutely as possible, not forgetting tliat after 
all that Imd passed between them, Madame de 
Plaaten had had the excessive goodness to make 
him an offer of her daughter* : neither did he 
stop hei’c, for the wine having turned Ids brain, 
he had the rashness to talk of the (Electoral) 
Princess ; to expose the savage disposition of her 
husbauid (George Lewis, afterwards George the 
First of England), to boast of l>eing in her confi- 
dence, and to publish, that at his return, she had 
agreed to make her escape with him into France. 

The company was numerous, and, as might be 


rally contagious influence. This Augustus was one of the 
most dissolute sensualists in existence ; no woman could be safe 
if within his reach ; he was restrained by no feelings of decency, 
no visitings of remorse: his men sister is ranked amongst the 
number of his victims. To add to the infamy of that sensualist, 
he first tempts the garrulous boy, as well as his other licentioug 
guests, to speak without regard to discretion, and perhaps, in- 
different as to truth or falsehood, and then’, as will be seen, he im- 
mediately betrays his unsuspecting guest! He was indeed 
a true legitimate ! 

* This noble young lady was then mistress to Prince 
George, mother stood ia the same situation to the father! ! ! 
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expected, all attentive, but nobody more so than 
a certain Hanoverian nobleman, who being' in 
disgrace, had taken sanctuary at the court of 
Augustus, King of Poland, and now thought he 
had the means in his power to make his peace. 
Accordingly, Count Konigsmark had no sooner 
ended his frantic confession, but feijrninar to be 
quite intoxicated with the fumes of the liquor, 
he tumbled under the table, and was carried off, 
as it was supposed, to sleep himself sober. But 
sleep was the least of his concern* ; he erAployed 
the residue of the night in filling a large packet 
to Madame de Plaaten, containing all the par- 
ticulars of Konigsmark’s most inexcusable folly, 
which, at day-break, he sent off by express to the 
court of Hanover. 

“ The king, himself, moreover, recollecting 
the next day the escapes of the night, and ('like 
a true legitimate) thinking the honour of all 
sovereigns wounded in those bold attempts of the 
Count, likewise despatched a courier with a con- 
firmation of what had been betrayed before by 
the subtle Hanoverian. 


* This fellow, base as he was to tale such an advantage of 
a drunken comrade, was not half so bad as the ever execrable 
O — pt — da; whose name, with Signior Majochi’s, and 
their employers and abettors, are consigned to deathless infamy, 
as the very worst of recorded traitors. 
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“ Notliing could equal the rag'e of Madame 
de Plaateu on the receipt of this intelligence, 
hut the pleasure she took in persuading herself 
that the head of the apostate lover would pro- 
bably answer for the intemperance of his tongue. 
And that no time mig'ht be lost in spreading her 
snares, she hastened to the Elector’s closet, to 
communicate as much as she thought proper of 
the Hanoverian’s packet, that is to say, all that 
related to the escape of the Princess ; urging 
withal, «'Jiat so i)lack a treason ought, if possible, 
to be punished as soon as known ; and that, in 
order to get the traitor into their power, any 
flattering invitation of some higher post in the 
army, would not fail to quicken his return, since 
it would afford him the opportunity he waited 
for, to carry oft’ the Princess. 

“ While they, were yet in this conference, the 
Count, her husband, sent his secretary to the 
Elector, with the King of Poland’s despatch, 
which was cautiously conceived in such terms 
.os spared Madame de Plaaten, and only expressed 
a tender concern for the honour of the Princess, 
so criminally exposed by the ungrateful Swede. 

“ So authentic a confirmation of the Hanove- 
rian’s intelligence, Madame de Plaaten did not 
fail to enforce with all the arguments in her 
power, and, consequently, made sure of her 
point. 

c 
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“ But she have spai’ed her poiiis, for 

Konigsmark himself, l)eing apprized next day 
of tlie fault he had committed in his cups, and 
justly afraid tliat it mig'lit be used to his preju- 
dice, set out shortly at'<er for Hanover, in hopes 
to carry Ids j)roject into execution, before the 
ill conse((nences he had reason to dread, should 
take place. 

“ As in such places as Hanover it is scarce 
possible for any stranger of distinction to arrive, 
without the court’s being' made acquaintrd with 
it, the Count judged it to be most for his iiiterest 
to wait upon the Elector as usual, lilu' a person 
who woid<l not be thought conscious of any mis- 
behaviour : but thoug'li the Elector endeavoured 
to rece ive him, likewise, as if he had no suspicion 
of the trutli, he was not able to Ix) so much upon 
his guard but that Konig'smark j)er(;('i\ed all 
was not right, and, therefore, concluded every 
thing was to be feared. 

“ Taking his leave therefore as soon as the 
forms of a conrt would allow, he made J)is next 
visit to the Eloctress, where he also found the 
Electoral Prince.ss, .Sophia Dorothea, who could 
scarce cont lie the satisfaction she received at the 
sight of one whom she looked upon as her de- 
liverer : tlrat, not the least cause for suspicion 
might be given, she received his court only at a 
distance, and in common with the Electress ; but 
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withal, by a whisper, sent by the Bai'oness de 
Molckt, which she believed had passed unnoticed, 
let Count Konij^smark know that she would 
g^rant him the honour of a private audience in 
the eveninof. 

“ But though this mess-age was sent and receiv- 
ed with all imaginable precaution, Madame dc 
sister to the Countess dc Plaaten, and 
mistress to the Electoral Prince, who was then 
in the <“ircle, kept a vigilant eye on all that 
passed, **and with the shrewdness j)eenliar to the 
sex, guessed at the whole truth, which she failed 
not to comnnmicato both to her sister and the 
Elector, who being under the influence of this 
brace of furies, was led to believe and to act 
implicitly as they desired and directed. 

“ They urged that Count Konigsmark would 
not fail to visit the Princess this very night, 
and perhaps, to pacify his own fears, or to put 
the event out of fortune’s power, might over- 
persuade her not to run the risks of another 
day : that, therefore, his Electoral Highness ought 
forthwith to exert himself, and secure the honour 
of his family, by the death of this bold invader 
while he was yet within bis reach ; time being 
the grand hinge on which the success of all 
things turned. 

“ This fatal cabal lasted the whole day, which 
was spent Count Konigsmark in making 

c 2 
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visits, and receiving' compliments on his return ; 
a cereinony which he thought necessary, both to 
fill up a tedious interval, and likewise, if p-os- 
sil)Ie, to prevent any suspicion of his plot, which 
was now in every circunistance ripe for execu- 
tion. 

“ The evening’ at last came, ami all things 
seemed to favenir his design. The RIeetoral 
Prince was at the court of Berlic on a. visit ; 
Madanu' de Plaaten was indispose<l, and tlic 
Elector, as Konigsinavk fondly thought;’ enter- 
tained no other thoughts tlian of lier recox ery. 
To the Baroness de Molckt’s .ipartiuent in tlu rts 
fore flew with more than or('inary transport ( fiav. 
ing first caused his exiuipage to be in readiness, 
and appointed his serxants their post), and was by 
her introduced to the Princess, at wln'sc feet he 
immediately fell with an ardour which nicr(‘ onrt 
devotion very rarel)'^ inspires; and being raised 
by her Highness with all the gracious expression 
which could sic-nifV esteem and aeknowlede- 
merit, he proceeded to open to her tlie dispo- 
.sitions he had made to render her eseapi' both 
certain and commodious; with which slie ap- 
pearing to he extremely well satisfied, he took 
the hint to press her to an instant departure, 
enforcing the favourable circumstances before 
mentioned; explaining to her the expediency of 
so doing, if they had any regard to tlieir com- 
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luoii rsafety, ;mtl enlarging’ on the dangers which 
probably might attend the least delay; all 
W'hich lie uttered with so much vehemence and 
passion on thi‘ one hand, and tenderness on the 
otlier, that the tears often started into his eyes, 
and di’opjied from her’s. 

“ 8o near a prospect of deliverance had all the 
effect the Count could wish ; she thought of it 
with ecstasy, and regarded jiim will) something 
more tha.i gratitude. But when upon the point 
of giviK- licrsclfup to his conduct, the tonder- 
'""'S of tlie luother got the belter «)f tlie resent- 
a - ■!, ■ -i tin- wife; and she insisted u))on being 
■ iidutgc’d with one day to give her last embraces 
So her ehiUtren, icfare slie took leaAe of them 
ua’ t'\ < r’ 

“ shall Koiig^mai K. and the Baroness used their 
endeai onrs to tlissiiade the Princess from 
tills 111 !.' easouable tenderness ; Imt to no purpose. 

Mu 'ItiUhni! nuf chiUlren!' .sai<l she, ‘have 
' offended me; nor should 1 bear the re- 
i>roti,i iu\- of mi/ on: It conscienee, if 1 set out with- 
‘ out Li'uriuf/ such on impression of their unhappy 
‘ , ’iothers affection upon their^minds, as time itself 
‘ shull not be able to efface.’ 

“ This absolute refiesai struck Konigsmark to 
the heart. From the most sanguine hopes he 
fell at once into despair ; and, like one convinced 
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that his fate was sealed, j)assionately kissed her 
hand, pressed it to his bosom, and sijihin| 0 ’, said, 
‘ Adieu, Madam ! may I prove a false prophet, 

* hut I fear this is the last time you will ever see 

* yourKoniysmark/ 

“ Whilst these events took ))lace in the closet 
of the Pi •incess, the spies of Mailanie de l^laaten 
cai*ried the news of the ('ount’s visit to the dark 
cabal which we left sitting- u])on his destiny: 
m>on which, the Elector immediately resolved 
to close with his faAourito’s bloody ]a’oposal, 
and four of the most desperate niflians of his 
guard were ap|)ointed to ])Mf it in execution; 
who had scarcely taken the posts assigneil them, 
before the unhappy victim, mulTled np in his 
cloak, fell into their merciless hands; ami though 
he made a shift to draw liis sword, and defended 
himself like a man who was resolvetl not to part 
with his life tamely, his valour Avas of no other 
use, than to redouble tlie liiry of his assassins, 
who, in a few minutes, cut him almost 1o pieces: 
after which, having-, by a signal before agreid 
upon, given information that they had fulfilled 
their orders, the Elector himself joined them, 
and being satisfied his vengeance had fallen 
where it was intended it should alight, he or- 
dered the body to be tlirown into an adjoining 
privy, which, the next moi-ning, was bricked up. 
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as if it were' esteemetl the only sepulchre pro- 
per for one who had attempted to dishonour the 
Electoral hoiise'^. 

“ As the spot where this tragedy was performed 
was at some distance from the apartment of the 
Princess, she heard nothing of the scuftle between 
Count Konigsinark and his assassins, but, im- 
mediately after his departure, began to prepare 
in earnest for her escape, wljicli she had tixetl 
for the niyiit following; and when retired to 
r«'st, Nlr-itt with less jKM-turbation than usual, as 
believing her captivity would so soon be at an 
end. 

“ But if the night was peace, the morning 
was trouble; for scarcely had she opened her 
eyes, before she saw the Baroness de Molckt 
approaching her bed-side with horror in her 
face; and heard her sob forth, ‘Alas! madam! 
‘the Count! the poor Count!’ without being 
able to utter more, nor, iiuleed, was there any 


*■ If this account is correct, of course th.it which appears in 
the extracts from the Walpoliana must be false. This narra- 
tive liaving been written by Uic sister of the Count Koiiigs- 
mark, its title to impartiality may well be questioned ; as to 
the Incidents, she was likely to become much better acquainted 
with them, than the Earl of Orford ; for, however fond George 
the First might have been of the Earl’s lather, this was a 
subject on which, most probably, he had little iiiclinatioa to 
discourse. — Editor, 
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occasion, for her presaging soul but too easily 
divined the sad reality. The Baroness melted 
into tears, and as an accessary, not only la- 
mented the fate of Konigsnjark, but trembled 
for lier own. On the e-^ntrary, the Princess, as 
if affliction served only to ennoble her faculties, 
and increase her fortitude, scarcely suffered her 
com])lexion to change its hue, or a single muscle 
to express the least sign of sori'ow or despon- 
dency. Olt is well,’ said she, ‘ I desired to 
‘ be free; and if I become so, no mattei’for the 
^ road: th(;y have already done their worst.’ 

“By this time, the Baroness do IM., having re- 
covered the use of her speech, pi-oeeeticd to ip- 
form her, that as to the particulars of Konigs- 
mark’s <lestiny, they were yet unknown : only 
the noise of a fray had been heaial ; a large 
quantity of blood had been found ; the Elector, 
in per.son, had given some mysterious orders ; 
the Count ha<l never been seen since, and all his 
papers had been seized. To which the Princess 
only replied, ‘Then our adversaries will, at once, 

‘ be made sensible of our innocence, and their own 
‘ guilt; and we shall suffer what they desene.’ 

“This liad relation to certain lett(TS other’s 
(the Princc.ss’s) to the Count ; in which the 
whole scheme of her inleiuled escape was I'ully 
laid open ; and the dotage of the Elector, the 
brutal behaviour of ids son, tlie infamous lives of 
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the two sisters, their bosom favourites, and the 
letharo'ie indifference of the duke (of Zell) her 
hfither, were treated with all the severity that 
indig-nities and provocations without numl)er 
could inspire. 

Upon these mischievous letters, which none 
but the inconsiderate Konig'sinark would have 
preserved, the Elector, and the two (intainous) 
sisters were sitting' in judgtucut, during this 
melancholy conversation between the Princess 
and lies' confidante ; and scarcely W'a.s it ended 
before an ofKcer Imrst rudely into the apartment 
with an order to seize the Baroness, and commit 
her into close cu.stody; and to confine the Prin- 
cess to her chamber till the Elector’s farther 
pleasure should be known. 

“ The same day an express was di.spatched to 
the Electoral Prince at Berlin; and another to 
Count Bernstorff at Zell, to lie delivered by him 
to the Duke, with instriudions calculated to ag- 
gravate the conduct of the Prince.ss, and qualify 
the outrage of putting' her under confinement j 
all supported by .such letters as she had written 
when her mind was most exasperated; and in 
which her language was most liable to sinister 
constructions. 

“ The Prince, as it is easy to conceive, felt no 
other emotion, on this occa.sion, than that of re- 
sentment ; as be had never loved his consort, it 
g'ave him little uneasine.ss to find that he had no 
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longer any share in the heart lie had taken such 
pains to alienate: but then his pride was hurt, 
and one victim he thought was scarcely sutheient 
to atone for the injury which he was persuaded 
to believe had been douv'' him. 

“So adroitly did Count Her nstorflP play his part 
at Zell, that though the Duchess (the mother to 
the Princess) threw herself at the feet of the 
Duke, and conjured him in the most urgent and 
affecting manner, not to give too lightly into ill 
imjiressions of the Princess his <laughter, he con- 
tinued immovable, sJiying only, ‘ As she hath 
‘ forgotten the duty of a daughter, she shall find, 

‘ 1 have no longer the bowels of a father.’ He 
then empowered Bernstorff to signify to the 
Elector his brother, that the criminal he had in 
his power, was likewise at his mercy, and that 
however rigid his sentence should be, he would 
ratify it. 

“This dispatch, savage ajs it was, did the Count 
Vmi Plaaten, at the instance of his wife, put into 
the hands of the Princess, and at the same time 
gave her to understand, that it was the Elector’s 
{deasure that she should be immediately removed 

to the castle ot A n, in the dominions of Zell, 

there to remain a prisoner during the remainder 
of her life ! 

But so little was eitlmr the message or the 
letter able to shock her firnuiess, that with an 
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open rountenance, she said, ‘ Tell the Elector 
‘ that when T turn my back on Hanover, every 
‘ road is pleasant.’ To find that received as a 
tavou)-, which was meant as a punishment, not 
affording the Count the triumph he expected, he 
had the insolence to ask her, whetlier her fami- 
liurily w'ith Konio'smark liatl rendered a mid- 
wife necessary ainl if slie were already pro- 
vi<led? and was ayain put to sliainc by the 
Princess replyit)o', ‘ Sii% these modest cpiestions 
‘ of \ o'.fr s woidd be nnwe pertimnit to your lady; 
‘ or, if yon ar(' afraid to take suc^h liberties with 
‘ her, entreat your master to do it for 3'ou.’ 

“ v\t that instant, an officer of the g uards com- 
mg' in, atid informing her that a coach waited 
for h(’v, and that she was committed to his 
charge, ‘ JiCt us go. Captain,’ said she, * we 
‘ can never be in worse company than we are 
' now to leave.’ ‘ f am first to inform you,’ 
said the officer, ‘ that Count Konigsmark is 
‘ dca<l.’ ‘ He is happj' then,’ said the Princess, 
‘ which the guilty never can be.’ At these 
words, darting a withering look of scorn and 
contempt on the disappointed wretch she was on 
the point of leaving behind her, she quitted the 
room, and, without so much as asking' where 
slie was to be conducted, bade them, drive on*. 


' The original translation from another German work, which 
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“ Being’ at length arrived at the castle that was 
appointed for her prison, though in the dominions 
of tlie Duke her father, and hut eight miles from 
his capital, she found he ’self .surrounded with 
the creatures of lier hush-uid, not one of whose 
faces she had beheld before : and tlie very next 
day after, two Secretaries from the court of Ha- 
nover^, questioned her by authority concerning 
her correspondence with the deceased Count, and 
the, particulars of her intended escaj>einto France, 
to whom, though she was under no obligation to 
plead, she related the motives and views and ends 
of her whole conduct with the utmost candour 
and minutene.ss, and even took the sacrament 
by way of confirmation, tluit ail was true, ‘ Not,'' 
said she, ‘ to exact any favour from him who was 
‘ my husband, hut in justice to my own Jame.' 

“ Nor was this noble behaviour of her’s lost u pon 
the imjKirtial world, who compared what she had 
done, with what she had suffered and the gal- 
lantry of her defence with the shock it gave to 
her malicious prosecutors, and pronounced her 
not only free from guilt, hut worthy of a better 
fate. 

will be found further on, purporting to contain the Brincess’s 
own journal, differs very materially from this account ; as the 
reader will perceive. 

* The Journal of the Princess makes mention of this cir- 


cumstance. 
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“ As a proof of which it is notorious that the 
Prince her hiisbund, fearful lest the Duke of 
Zell should in time get the better of his own pe- 
culiar resentment, on account of his daughter’s 
unguarded expressions in her letters to Konigs- 
mark*, and, in consequence thereof should re- 
tract the instrument of succession then subsist- 
ing in his favour — actually made her proposals of 
a RECOXCILIATION, to wliich she returned the 
following high-spirited reply, ‘ Tell the Prime 
‘ tluft l(k requires an impossibility, — -for, if I am 
‘ guilty, ] am unworthy of him, and if I am in^' 
‘ nocent, he is unworthy of me' 

“ This haughty refusal, which was little expect- 
ed, so highly exasf)eruted the Prince, that Bern- 
storff I’eceived immediate orders to solicit the 
Duke of Zell, his master, to give his consent to 
a divorce, which he fotmd means to obtain, and 
in virtue thereof (the Duke’s consent to divorce 
his daughter!) such practices were tried in the 
two consistories of Hanover und Zell, tliat both 
were induced to pronounce the marriage null 
and void ; which was nevertheless done with 
such apparent partiality, that though the Prince 
was left at liberty to marry, when and whom he 


* The Princess’s Journal alludes to forged letters, as well as 
genuine. 
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pleased*, the Princess was denied the like indul- 
gence, — and that no door of hope might ever Ije 
left open to her, when the Elector lay upon his 
death-bed, he induced the Duke his brother to 
oblige himself by the most soleixm oath which 
could be formed, not to alter the succession of 
his dominions; and Bernstorft' took especial care 
to have it particularly observed ; for he had the 
address to preserve his ascendancy over his mas- 
ter, so entirely to the last, that when the Duke 
himself likewise felt his dissolution approach, 
though importuned for access and forgiveness 
by the unhappy Princess his daughter, he was 
influenced to reject all her supplications, though 
backed by those of her mother ; and having thus 
refused to show mercy, he died without a pretext 
to ask it. 

“ The Princess had now a mother’s sufferings 
to lament, as well as her own, for scarcely was 
the Duke cold in his grave, before his Dowager 


* The consistorial courts of Hanover and Zell wore so com- 
pletely under the control of their Sovereigns, that not the 
least dishonour ought to attach to the memory of the Princess, 
even if this dubious lact were a ^-onfirmed truth. — It was no- 
torious to all the world that the husband lived in a stat^ of oj)cn 
adultery, as well as hh father ; and yet, the son ivas divorced^ 
with the agreeable appevdfge of marrying again if he pleased. 
So much for its moral justice ! 
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was obliged to quit tbe ducal palace (to which, 
nevertheless, no other branch of the Electoral 
house repaired}, and in the article of her revenue 
she found a wide difference between the promises 
of the Court of Hanover, and their fulfilment. 

“ The new Elector, however, seemed at last 
inclinable to abate his rigour to the Princess his 
consort, by causing a tender to be made of her 
liberty ; but she was above accepting as a favour, 
what she deemed to be her right, nor from him 
would die deign to accept of any favour at all. 

“ To the melancholy, as well as to the philo- 
sophic mind, all dwellings are indifferent ; and 
thus the place of her confinement, which was at 
first so terrible, became at last her choice ; and 
so right a use did she make of her calamities, 
that she heard of the death of Madame de Plaa-^ 
ten, her worst enemy, without the least triumph, 
and of the exaltation of the Elector to the crown 
of England, without the least envy, or the most 
remote wish to share in his good fortune. 

“ To hear that her friend, the Baroness de 
Molckt, had had courage to let herself down from 
the tower of Nieuberg, which was one hundred 
and eighty feet high, and the good fortune to 
make her escape to Vienna, after travelling 
seventy English miles on foot,, she used to men- 
tion as one of the truest pleasures she had ever 
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tasted, and that she lived to close her mother’s 
eyes, tis the mostaciiteof her misfortunes. 

“ After this fatal j)eriod, i^e found herself in 
the world, as one who had tip relation in it, or 
interest in its concerns ; without joy in the pre- 
sent, or hope from the future ; at once an aft’ect- 
ing" example to the princes of the earth, of tlie 
vanity of sublunary greatness ; and a warning to 
the world in general, not to presume too con- 
fidently, that innocence is abrays secure from 
shame, and beyond the reach of slander. . 

“ Death, at last, looked upon her with a 
compassionate eye, and drew the cnidain on her 
calamities, but so peculiar was the rigour of her 
destiny, that even death could scarce!} redeem 
her from the hand of her op))ressor, those most 
concerned in her loss* being denied the com- 
mon privilege of expressing their sense of it,- 
even by a ceremonial mourning.” 

Such is , the close of an admirably written 
work, whose real author, or origin, it is at this 
distance of time, impossib.e ^to ascertain. It 
might have been written, as stated, by the poun-^, 
tess Konigsmark, and it is about equally pro- 
bable, that it was the production pf some, par- 

V ' 1 , ^ * 

^peorge. Prince o( Wales, afterwards George the Second. 

be children pf the Qufl«n of Pfijssia. 
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tisan of the House of Stuart, who wished to 
throw discredit on the new dynasty. ' It is 
probable that the work was cautiously circu- 
lated, and it is at present extremely scarce, so 
much so, that very rarely a copy is to be found. 
But, whether it be a Jacobitical production, or 
it really was written in the German tongue, by 
the lady named, and afterwards translated into 
English, it is very elegantly written, and no one 
need blush to own such a production. 

Fifty-^hree years subsequent to the date of the 
above anonymous work, a couple of small vo- 
lumes were published, under the following 
title : 

MEMOIRS 

or THE 

PRINCESS OF ZELL, 

COttSORT TO 

KING GEORGE THE FIRST.' 

These were dedicated to the late Margravine 
of Anspach, whose last husband, the Margrave, 
was a lineal descendant from the Princess 
phia Dorothea of Zell, as well as the royal fami- 
lies of England and Prussia } and if the children 
which that lady bore were not the children of 
George the First, then the present royal family 
would have no legal right to the throne, for the 
act of settlement expressly specified that the crowii 

D 
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should descend to the heirs of the Princess Sophia 
of Hanover, daughter of the Elector Palatine, 
and g-rand-daughter to James the First. 

The name of the lady, who appeared as the 
authoress of the Princess of 2kll, was Sarah 
Draper. The following is a copy of her ad- 
dress 

“ TO THE READER, 

“ The manuscript, from which the following 
sheets have been translated, has been many years 
in the possession of the editor. It is difficult to 
say, whence that manuscript originated ; whether 
from a German publication, cautiously printed, 
and little circulated j or whether the manuscript 
itself is an original paper, written by some per- 
son connected with the Court of Zell, and inti- 
mately actpiainted with the anecdotes therein 
related. 

“ However that,^,jnay be, the editor has lony 
since rendered it into English, conceiving it con- 
tained many circumstances, not to be found in 
any of our historians, and which may be con- 
sidered as singular by all such [lersons as are 
disposed to take an interest in the events of a 
Court, w'ith which some Hiyh Personages in this 
country, who are objects of national veneration, 
are so intimately connected. 

“ As the work itself contains nothing of either 
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politics or party, it may be proper to observe, at 
this time, that no allusions are meant to be 
drawn from it that can, in the smallest degree, 
relate to occnrrences of \)ne present day*. 

“ The manuscript itself is evidently of some 
antiquity ; and the translation (as far as the 
abilities of the editor could enable her) a faith- 
ful copy of the work, without allusion or com- 
ment of any kind. It may, perhaps, not be con- 
.sidered as superfluous to make these observations 
at a tiiTK when the public mind is sti'ongly agi- 
tated with concerns of a, high domestic nature'^. 

“ It may be objected, that there is some mat- 
ter blended with the work, which does not seem 
immediately blended with it j but, in answer to 
sticb objections, the editor has only to apologize, 
that she conceived it would destroy the effect of 
the whole, to separate or abandon any part of it; 
and, therefore, gives it to the world in the exact 
form of the original, trusting to the candour of 
the reader for any indulgence it .may stand in 
need of.” 

Such is the preface : and although it may ap- 
pear rather uncourteous to doubt a lady’s word, 

* This paiAs 19 deny or avert such an mttniioa is no in- 
fallible proof of not entertaining it. 

+ The separation of the Prince and Princess of Wales. 

D 2 
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yet the resemblance is so strong, a person might 
be pardoned who had read Home Troths, for 
asserting that anonymous production to be the 
parent of the Princess of Zell. At the same 
time, the ability to fill up the blanks in the 
modern work, and the dedication to a Princess 
so likely to know the true origin of the work, 
and afford much curious information, ai‘e cir- 
cumstances favourable to the fair lady in 
question. 

A third work, relative to the Princes.*. Sopliia 
Dorothea, consort to George the First, and the 
common ancestor of the whole existing royal 
family of Great Britain, was put into my hand.s 
in Sweden, in the summer of 1808, at Stock- 
holm. This was entitled in German, “ Jiin 
alter Hoffmeister an einim jonyer Krtm Prin- 
sen/^' “ An old Courtier to a yonny Prince." 
This work purported to have been written by a 
person of the above tank and description, and to 
have been addressed, as a posthumous work, to 
Frederick Prince of Wales, father of George the 
Third, and grandfather of George the Fourth, and 
to have been printed at Erlangen shortly after the 
death of that greatly beloved and popular Prince. 

The gentleman who showed that work to me, 
was Brigadier General Sir o^vett Hanson, 
Knight Commander of the Order of Saint 
Joachim, and ex-chiamberlain to the last reign- 
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iiig Duke of Modena. Sir Levett procured it at 
Erlangen, and considered it as a very great, cu- 
riosity, it being the only copy he had ever seen 
or heard of; and he said the oldest courtiers, 
and the old Professors of the University of Er- 
langen, gave credit to the contents as being 
substantially historical facts. The translation 
was the work of that eminently fine classical 
scholar, the Knight of St. Joachim just nametl, 
iu hi.s secretary, Mr. Rehl, from whose MSS. 

.uisitTibed the copy, a part of which has 
i>ecn unfortunately lost ; the residue I now sub- 
mit to the Briti.'ih public; not at all anxious to 
concetil any discrepancy, nor attach more credit 
to its extraordinary contents than intrinsically it 
iuay be found to deserve. 

This scarce and curious work, .small as it was, 
appeared to have Ireen published in jHirts, which 
is the cnsTom in Germany, and perhaps in all 
dcspotical governments, with prohibited books, 
by which mode of publication the loss, in case of 
cunfi.scation, is less considerable, and the chances 
of detection fewer. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Some few of tlie facts stated in the ensuing 
pages are to be found in the Memoirs of Bran- 
denburg, written by Frederick the Great; but 
they had been printed some years ])rcvious to the 
appearance of that celebrated work. The l)old 
accusations levelled at the character of the Prin- 
cess Sophia of Hanover, as re.s|)ects her political 
intrigues, arc fully corroborated by Bishop Bur- 
net and other conteni[)orary authorities, which 
state that the Stadtholder made use of tlie Duchess 
of Hanover, to induce her husband Ernest Au- 
gustus to withdraw from his military engage- 
ments with Louis the Fourteenth. The bribe 
held forth to tempt his cupidity was the succes- 
sion to the English crown; and no le.ss than this 
was offered whilst James the Second sat on the 
promised throne ; our native histories afford some 
corroboration to the imputations, serious as they 
are, and so corrupt and profligate were the morals 
and manners of the courtiers, tljat the Archbishop 
of Canterbury found it nece.ssary to write to the 
Electi’ess Sophia a lettc r of admonition, requiring 
her to purge her court of several individuals 
whose manners and morals were alike profli- 
gately wicked. This authority, as well as the 
memoirs of Ker of Kersland, who had been one 
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of the Princess Sophia’s confidential spies, fiiHy 
corroborates the evil repute of the court of Hano- 
ver at the period in question. The insinuation, 
that the Princess Sophia helped to sacrifice the 
Duke of Monmouth, would appear quite absurd, 
were it not that the German author has also 
asserted, that Charles the Second was privately 
married to his mother, Lucy Walters. 

The Mr. Hyde mentioned in the narrative, was 
the celebrated and intriguing' lawyer, Lawrence 
Hyde,*ivho afterwards became Lord Chancellor 
of England, and whose daughter married the 
Duke of Yoi'k. This Lord Clarendon had been 
dead nearly fifty years, at the time when this 
MS. apj)ears to have been written ; consequently 
the writer must have been at a very advanced 
age. 

Its most extraordinary feature certainly is the 
account given of the secret poisoning of the 
young Duke of Gloucester, — the price paid for 
the perpetration of that foul crime, and the 
name of the asserted murderer. On these deli- 
cate and important topics, I have no decided 
opinion to express, farther than the admission, 
that the more serious is the imputation, the more 
cautious a reader ought to be in giving it credit ; 
and this feeling renders it more particularly my 
duty, candidly and impartially to put my readers 
in possession of all the means of forming a cor- 
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rect opinion in my power to impart. Those who 
are acquainted with the shackled state of litera- 
ture, in countries where the press is subjected to 
a censor, know that it is an almost universal 
custom to print dubious or forbidden tiiacts-, rip 
separate sheets, or in very small portions, in 
order, if the edition should be seized, that the 
loss should not be heavy. This appears to have 
been the ])lan pursued with the German work in 
question, which was printed in parts, with perhaps 
a fictions name attached. It appeared soon after 
the death of the Prince to . whom it was addressr 
ed, and although said to have l)een written by a 
very old man, the terms of admiration in which 
he speaks of the open, generous, and candid dis- 
position of Prince Frederick, are perhaps too 
warm and glowing to agree with the coldness 
of old age. The author has not indeed accused 
King William, or the Prince.ss Sophia of Hano- 
ver, of having suborned the medical person de- 
nounced as a secret poisoner, and the hired mur- 
derer of the presumptive heir to the throne of 
England; but the inferences point that way; 
and his meaning scarcely admits any other con- 
struction, than that one or both those persoiis 
were secretly concerned in the imputed crime. 

The very small dimensions of a pair of boots, 
p^ewrved in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, 
which that young Priuce is said to have worn 
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just befoi'e his d^th, prot^ that in the eleventh 
year of his agfe he had not attained the stature 
or size of linabs of a robust child of only half his 
age. He was the only survivor of many children 
borne by- Queen Anne ; which extraordinary thor- 
tality in her offspring, without the aid of any 
criminal agency, is fully competent to account 
for his premature death by a natural cause. 

It might be supposed, that the German work 
had been written by some friend to the •Stuarts, 
and iiftended to defame and vilify the house of 
Brunswick, if the author had not so ’strenuously 
recommended the Prince of Wales to widen the 
basis of the people’s liberty, and aim at sustain- 
ing the- throne, if it should ever fall to hist lot, 
by securing the love' and 'coiifidende of his' sub- 
jects. The autlfor has no where introduced a 
sentence in favour of divin<i riijht or passiik obe- 
dience, which', if he had been a Jacobite, would 
pr<»bably have been found profusely sprinkled 
throughout his pages : and if' he had stoOd in se- 
cret connexion with the ■‘Stuarts, and wished to 
have effected the ruin of the young Prince, to 
whom he appears to have been a preceptor, he 
would probably have given ’him advice of’ an 
opposite tendency, and instilled legitimacyf. 

The old courtier, itt his advice to Frederick 
Prince of Wales, has’ asserted, that^he grdatdsfr’ 
cause of offence' ‘giveit to- the PWncess Sophia^ 
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his first cousin, by Janies the Second, was his mar- 
riage with the daughter of Mr. Hyde, afterwards 
Earl of Clarendon. His .«econd marriage, in 
1672, was with tlie young, lieaatiful,and reluctant 
Princess Mary of Este*, daughter of the Duke 


'* ‘‘ This Pri ncess Mary of Esto, appeared at this time to be 
about fourteen of ; she was tall, and admirably 

sliaped ; her complexion was of the last faimes.s; her hair a& 
black as jet; so vrere her eye-brows and her eyesy but the 
latter full of light and sweetness, that they did dazzle and 
charm too; there seemed given to them from nature, sovereign 
power; and in the tv hole turn of her face, \\ hich was the most 
graceful that could be framed, there were all features, all beauty, 
and all that could be great and charming in any human creature. 
To Calais she came at last, in company of her mother, her 
uncle, and all who came with her out of Italy; embarked in 
the Catherint Yacht ; whence, in a few hours, they arrived at 
Dover upon the sands : whereof the Duke, her husband, did 
attend her ; and upon her landing she took possession of his 
heart as well as of his arms, and was conducted by him to her 
lodging, where, after she had reposed herself, he led his Duchess 
into the great room before his bedchamber, and there, in the 
presence of all his lords who attended him from London, and 
of all the country gentlemen who came to see him, and what 
the room could contain of the citizens of Dover, married again 
his wife, after the form of the church of England, by Dr. Na- 
thanael Crew, at that time Bishop of Durham ; after which, 
and they had supped together, they were put to bed, for the 
iinal consummation of this undertaking.”— Vide Lord Peter- 
borough’s narrative of the Duke of York’s second marriage. 
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and Duchessof Modena: and the reigning Prince, 
whom Sir I^evett Hanson, during many years, 
served as Chamberlain, was a descendant from 
the same family as the young and beautiful Prin- 
cess just mentioned. 

Sir Levett Hanson repeatedly declared, that 
the Duke of Modena always accused Doctor R — 
of having poisoned the son and heir of Queen 
Anne ; and he read various extracts from letters, 
and related a great variety of aJioc<lotes, the 
tendetK-y of which was to prove, that the Prince 
in <|uestion was murdered, to make way for the 
Elcctress Sophia and her <lescendants; he went 
further, and imputed the lethargic symptoms 
which preceded the death of Queen Anne to si- 
milar expedients. When it was observed to the 
narrator, tliat the Princess .Sophia could not, by 
possibility, have been concerned with the death 
of Queen Anne: in reply he remarked, that all 
the dirty work of courts is done by agency ; and 
the same instruments whom Sophia ha<J employed, 
were equally well qualified to serve her successor ; 
and that there was nothing more shocking to sen- 
sibility, nor revolting to humanity, in supposing 
either the sou, the mother, or both, to have pe- 
rished untimely and through treachery, than to 
believe that George the First had ever cherished 
the horrid and unnatural design of secretly tre- 
panning his son and heir, and seiiding him to the 
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American Plantations to be no more heard of. 
These arg’uments were met by opposing- the 
gfreater probability, admitting- that the lives of 
the young Duke, or his mother. Queen Anne, hiid 
been shortened by poison, of the ri-ime havitt^ 
proceeded from the enmity of the Jacobites, than 
from a family whose succession had been secured 
by acts of jxirliament ; and whose government 
would have been rejected with horror by the 
whole nation, if it could have been proved, that 
such was their impatience to i-eign, they had 
had recourse to so foul a murder to accelerate its 
commencement. 

Sir Levett, in his usual good-humoured man- 
ner, when "he dissented from the opinion of a 
friend, or a guest (which was not frequent), 
shook his head, -and smiling-, said, that the vera- 
city of Sir Horace Walpole was unimpeached and 
unimpeachable ; that he (Sir Levett) had known 
him more than half a century, -and well remem- 
bered, before he went to college, having heard 
him mention the same facts, and almost in the 
same words. He said, that all, or nearly all, the 
old courtiers of Anspuch, Berlin, and Brunswick, 
with whom he had conveised, expressed opinions 
in unison with the contents of this posthumous 
work; and Sir Levett also affirmed, that Mr. 
Waimn Hastings, ex-Govemor of Iffdia, had, 
is his conversations, as well as his letters, men- 
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tioned many local particulars relative to the state 
the public mind at Queen Anne’s death, 
and during the two succeeding reigns, which 
had convinced them that a majority of the old 
and opjulent English families were decidedly ad- 
verse to the Hanoverian succession, from the ill- 
repute of the family, the misery of their poor 
vassals, and the corruption that every where pre- 
vailed in the Electorate; and that nothing pre- 
vented the restoration of the Stuarts but the 
prefidwes of the vulgar. 

“ It was indeed a very happy prejudice, and it 
proved the salvation of the nation,” I said to Sir 
Levett ; “ for so inveterate was the attachment 
of that dynasty to despotic rule, that if they had 
re-ascended the throne, and sworn ever so so- 
lemnly to rule constitutionally, they would have 
observed their engagement no longer than till 
they had felt their power competent to protect 
their violating its spirit, and re-establishingtheir 
beloved despotism.” Sir Levett said, that nothing 
was more clear than the design of George the ' 
Second to rule despotically ; and that he fully 
believed that Frederick the Great had said no 
nsorc). of that unamiable monarch, in imputing 
that design to him, than what was true. If 
Frederick Prince of Wales had lived, he thought 
that Prinoe’would not have deceived the hopes’ 



46 


ANECDOTES OP THE 


of the nation ; but whilst Sir Levett admitted 
that as a probability, he insisted that the whole 
power and influence' of the Crown, during- the 
two first reigns of the House of Brunswick, had 
been quite as despotic, as far as poUctf was eron- 
cerned, as the reigns of the Stuarts, and that 
the only difference lay in their proce.ss; the one- 
acting with open daring on the mingled plea of 
divine and hereditary right, and the other by sap 
and mine, — by corrupting and <lebasing the ge- 
nius of the nation, through the universal ftorrup- 
tion disseminated by a bribed and pensioned 
House of Commons. 1 remarked to Sir Levett, 
that he had lived so long in Italy, under the pro- 
tection of a Prince connected by blood with the 
House of Stuart, who was an hereditary enemy 
to the House of Hanover, that he seemed to have 
imbibed all their prejudices : at this imputation 
he was a little nettled, and he positively denied 
its justice. Adverting to the general dislike 
produced by the stiff' and haughty manners of 
the first and second race of princes, he said, the 
great landed interest was rapidly ripening for a ■ 
revolution, whilst Wal{K)le was maturing his plan 
to render the Crown absolute ; and that if the 
rebellion of 1745 had been delayed till after the 
death of Frederick Prince of Wales, it pro- 
bably might have succeeded. Sir Levett Hanson 


3 
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then instanced the politics of tlie Jenkinsons *, 
whom he asserted had been numbered amongst 
the staunchest adherents of the Stuarts, during 
the reigns of Anne, and the two first Georges ; 
and whose representative, without any reserva- 
tion, he quoted as being as inveterate a tory as 
any of his family ; at the same time he spoke of 
his personal character with the utmost respect. 

The most interesting feature of this small 
work is the “ Journal ol’tJie Princess Dorothea,” 
which •was found, or pretended to have been 
found, concealed in a piece of furniture which 
stood in her apartment in the castle where she 
was first confined. To assert it is a genuine 
document might be unfair. Sir Levett Hanson, 
as 1 have stated, declared it was accredited 
amongst the old nobility of Erlangen, but they 
were not the best of all possible judges. It is 
very imperfect ^ it ends and begins abruptly, 
and does not contain the name of any witness 
adduced against the Princess, nor any satisfac- 
tory statement as to the supposed process of 
divorce. 


Ancestors of the Earl of Liverpool. 




PART II. 


AN OLD COURTIER 


TO A 


YOUNG PRINCE! 

A TRANSLATION FROM THE GERMAN*. 


In whatever hour tliis MS. may reach 
your hand, my Prince, his, by whom it was 
written, will be cold and inanimate. I do not 
ask you to bestow a tear on hearing of my death; 
neither do I wish you to erect even the smallest 
memorial to tell posterity that I have lived. All 
I entreat of you is, in the midst of the giddy 
career of' youthful passions, sometimes to steal 
an hour from dissipation, devote it to sober me- 
ditation, and calmly reflect on the important 
truths 1 am about to unfold. I shall first dis- 
play the leading features of those political in- 


V la German, Ein alter Hoffineister, an einemjonger Kron 
Prinsen. 
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trijrues, wherein I have often been eonsnlted 
atjcl employed, by which’’ the fortunes of the 
House of Brunswick have been so greatly im- 
proved. May their effect be to convince your 
Highness, that the only mode to hold securelv 
tliat glorious prize, thus obtained, the English 
Crown, is, by acting on tlie principles directly 
opposite to those which led to the l>ani,shment 
of the late King (James), and all his race. J 
.shall trace to their .source those dejdorable oc- 
currences which blasted your paternal grand- 
mother in the flower of her days, and consigned 
her to a pri.son-lion.se ; that filled the court of 
Hanover with vile and worthless para.site.s, base 
minions, and lewd and wasteful women ; by 
which vices the prospect of succession to the 
throne of England was .so nearly lost. You 
have now attained an age that renders these 
communications less improper, than when you 
first so eagerly impoi'tuned me. It is for your 
future guidance, rather than your pre.sent amuse- 
ment, or the gratification of a . prurient curio- 
sity, that I comply. To be useful, I must be 
sincere. Be you, my Prince, attentive and 
discreet. 

“ In my sixteenth year I was placed as a fa- 
vourite page and amanuensis with your maternal 
grandmother, the Electress Sophia, then the 
Duchess of Brunswick. It was your fate, iny 
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Prince, to have known that wonderful woman only 
in her dotage, when time had stripped her features 
of every vestige of beauty, when her intellec- 
tual powers bore the stamp of decay, and her 
manners had lost that polish and »,]egance which 
once commanded the homage of all tliwope. It 
was mine to witness the meridian splendour of 
her talents, and to have contemplated that secret 
misery wliich, mistress as she was of the art of 
dissimulation, and able to eoneeal or to eoidrol 
her passions and inclinations, she hade not ad- 
dress to hi<le from my observation. 

That lady was nursed in tlie scJiool of ad- 
versity. To you, 1 need not reea]>itulate the 
misfortunes which overwhelmed her royal pa- 
rents. Her maternal grandmother, Mary Queen 
of ScotlamI, perished untimely by the axe. She 
(Sophia) was yet in the bloom of youth, wdien 
her cousin Charles the First died by the hand of 
an executioner. She acted g’encrously towards 
his sons, the princes Charles and James, during 
their exile; assisting them with money and 
credit to the very utmost of lier power ; and .she 
contributed, by her able advice and corres- 
pondence in England and Scotland, very mate- 
rially towards jeffecting the restoration. She 
was admirably calculated to govern a nation, or 
adorn a court; but Brunswick was too small a 
theat|^ for so great an actress. The elegance of 
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her manners, the depth of her learning', her 
wisdom, eloquence, and ready wit ; her resolu- 
tion under adversity, and her unconquerable 
vivacity, procured her the appellation of * the 
^^fnern/ debonair;' and, chiefly through her 
credit and hidnence, her husband Ernest-Augus- 
tus was called the gentleman of Germany. 

“ She was mistress of seven languages. I have 
in a single day copied letters written hy that 
Princess in Latin, English, Italian, French, 
Genuarf, and Dutch. She wrote equally fluently 
and grammatically in each language. Whilst 
this Princess excited my amazement by the dis- 
play of her various talents, she lost my confidence, 
respect, and esteem ; for her want of sincerity 
and candour was no less conspicuous than her 
talents were brilliant. 

“ The cause of the Electress Sophia’s taking up 
so inveterate a dislike to James King of Eng- 
land, existed in his, and his brother Charles, 
having broken all their pecuniary engagements 
made in the hour of adversity, for which that 
Princess had been collateral security. For their 
relief she had generously pledged some family 
jewels, which had belonged to her gp*eat grand- 
mother, Mary Queen of France and Scotland. 
These wei'e suffered to be fiirfeited ; and when 
Charles the Second Was restored, he had neither the. 

' E 2 
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gratitude nor honesty to indemnify her for these 
losses, nor scarcely to thank her for past kind- 
nesses. 

“ I have frequently copied her letters ad- 
dressed to James the Second, to the young Duke 
of Monmouth, and to William Prince of Orange, 
professing the warmest respect for each, wliilst 
she was equally false to all, and betraying their 
plots to each other. 

“ The Princess had no inconsiderable share in 
effecting the destruction of the unhappy Duke. 
Next, in conjunction with the Prince of Orange, 
she stimulated King James to those acts of des- 
potism which were intended and expected to 
lead to his dethronement ; and too well were 
they calculated to produce that end. The great 
cause of her uncommon attention and devotion 
to the Prince of Orange, was her ardent wish to 
raise the dukedom of Hanover to the rank of an 
electorate. 

“ The greatest cause of the Princess Sophia’s 
di.s1ike to James the Second and his children, was 
his marriage with the daughter of Mr. Hyde, who 
was afterwards created Lord Clarendon, and 
whose mother was a tub carrier to a London 
brewer. I knew that gentleman well ; and a 
keen politician he was. The Electress, though 
llll condescension ttfher inferiors, was sufficiently 
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haug-hty to her equals. Proud of the mingled 
stream of imperial and royal blood* which flowed 
in her veins, her pride was outraged by a match 
so much below the rank and birth of the Duke. 
She never countenanced the consort of George 
William, Duke of Zell, on account of the com- 
parative obscurity of lier family : and it was ta 
that antipathy all the misery which befel her 
devoted tlaughter-in-law, Sophia Dorothea, might 
fairly be attributed. 


* Origin of the Stewarts’^family. 

Baitchao, a nobleman of Scotland, had a fair lady to 
his daughter, whom Mackbeth, the king, desires to have the 
use oi. Banchao refuses, and Mackbeth murders him, and 
takes the lady by force. 

Fleance, the son of Banchao, fearing the tyrant’s cruelty, 
flyes into Wales, to Griffin ap Lhewellin, the Prince of Wales. 
Lhevvellin entertains him with all hospitable civility. Fleance, 
to requite his courtesy, gets Lhewellin’s daughter with child* 
Lhewellin murders Fleance, and Lhewelliii’s daughter is af- 
terwards delivered of a son, named Walter, This sou proves 
a gallant man, and falling out with a noble person of Wales, 
that called him a bastard, Walter slew him, and for his safe- 
guard fled into Scotland, where, in continuance of time, he 
gained so much reputation and favour, that he became steward 
of the whole revenue of that kingdome, of which office he and 
his posterity retained the sirname, and from whence all the 
kings and nobles in that nation of that name had their originall ; 
here’s A goodly foundation for you !” — Vide * Catt may look at 
a King.’ 
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“ Alluding’ to the alliance extorted by Mr. 
Hyde, she said in my presence, ‘ The sons of 
‘ King’ Charles have suffered more dishonour in 
‘ reg’aining the throne of Eng^land, than their 
* father by losing his life uj)Oo a scaffold.’ The 
moment the Prince of Orange inti’usted the 
Electress with his designs on the English throne, 
I have no doubt but she had made up her mind 
to second his efforts, with the view to secure the 
crown for herself, (tr her descendants. And as 
William was reputed to haie had no pas.. ions, no 
tender attachment to any female, she rejoiced at 
the very great probability there was of his dying 
without issue. 

“ Whilst this great conspira(;y was in process, 
and the result was yet uncertain, this Princess 
wrote the most affectionate letters to King James, 
and to his queen, and various other royal ]>er- 
sonages, reprobating, in the severest terms, the 
perfidious conduct of Churchill and his a.ssociates. 
When James the Second abdicated a throne he 
had dishonoured, and w'as too feeble to recover, 
and the powerful wAn/s seemed likely to sustain 
the throne, and to be supported by the nation, 
the Electress gi’adually relaxed, ti-ll she became 
apparently a violent whig ! 

“ You may rely that the young Duke of 
Cloucester, the son of Queen Anne and Prince 
Ceorge of Denmark, ?vas destroyed by poiion. 
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administered at llie instig'ation of some enemy, 
who wished to cut ofl‘ the adopted heir to a 

revolutionary throne. Doctor R has been 

named to me as the person who was employed 
by a certain, monarch to remove that obstacle to 
his views. The sum of twenty thousand guineas 
was the price of that foul murder*. Such are 
the effects of ambition, and the perils which 


* Although not strictly analogous, tlioru I.s ii remote sort of 
corroborating evidence in WcMon^s narrative of the crimes of 
the Stuart race^ in his little work entitled, A Call ma\f look at 
a relative to the imputed murder of Prince Hisnrt, 

the eldest son of James the First: ?. e. “ And here it is much 
to our purpose to insert how this favourite’s carriage had 
highly offended Prince Henry, who understanding the loose 
kind of life this man lived, especially relating to her, distasts 
him, disrespects him, and forbears his company, and flattly 
falls out with him. 

“ Sommerset complains to the King ; shortly the Prince falls 
sick and dyes. 

“ That he was poysoned has been a common fame ever 
since, but to snuff the candle, and make it burn clear, take the 
testimony of those famous physilians that dissected his body, 
and left it upon record under their hands. 

“ The dissection of the body of Prince Henry. ' 

“ 1. We fopnd J^is liver paler than ordinary, in certain 
places somewhat win ; bis gall without any choller in it, and 
distended with wind. 

4. His spleen was in divers places more than ordinarily black, 
3. His stomach was in no part offended. 

** 4. His midriff was in divers places black. 
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await on royalty. It must not however be for- 
gotten, that the health of the child had always 


“ 5. His lungs were very black, and in divers places spotted, 
and full of thin watery blood. 

6. Lastly, the veines in the binder part of bis head were 
fuller than ordinary, but the ventricles and hollowness of the 
brain were full of clear water. 

“ In witness whereof, with our hands, we have subscribed, 
tills present relation, Nov. 7, 1612. 

Ma YERN, Pa 1 ,M Ell , 

Atkins, Gifford, 

Hammond, Butler. 

“ This Prince was au active man, and full of high thoughts, a 
lover of this nation, and. lookt upon by them with much 
affection and expectation ; what fears and jealousyos Somerset 
might maliciously infuse into the king’s loo fcarfull and timo- 
rous soule, we cannot toll : but that language from Somerset to 
the lieutenant of the Tower, when he told him he must pro- 
vide himself to go the next morning to Westminster to his 
tryall, said he would not, that the king had assured him he 
should not come to any tryall; this language, I say, slinks 
abominably, and when he did come to his tryali, fearing (being 
enraged), that he might fly oui into some strange discovery, 
there wer^ two men placed on each side‘t)f him, with cloaks 
on their arms, with peremptory command, that if Somerset did 
any way fly out against the king, they should instantly hood- 
wink him with their cloaks, take him vmlei^Iy from the bar, 
and carry him away, and this could be nd man’s act but the 
king’s. * He would often boast of his kingcraft ; but, if his 
"fears, and Somerset’s malice, took this Prince’s life away, ’twas 
a sweet piece of kingcraft indeed ; but the fruit of it has been 
bitter.’*-TrVide Weldon's ‘ Catt may look at a King.’ 
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been extremely delicate, and his limbs were 
uncommonly small for a boy of his ag’e. 

“ I asked Brandershageu once, what he 
thought of the opportune death of the Prince j 
and if he, who had made so many journeys to 
London to inquire after the health of Queen 
Anne, had had any hand in producing that 
event ? The next time I saw the Princess, I was 
rebuked in a way I have never forg-otten. By 
whose orders the Prince was ]>oisoned, I know 
not ; bet that the fact was so, I am as perfectly 
convinced, as I am of the child’s death. 

“ I assure you, from personal knowledge, that 
the same head which devised and prompted the 
rash and de.s|iorate enterprise in which the young 
Duke of Monmouth ignominiously perished, 
began that intrigue with Churchill, and others 
of James the Second’s treacherous counsellors 
and servants, which led to the expulsion of the 
bigoted king, and tlie rejection of his children. 

“ To produce this extraordinary event, my 
Prince, man^.^ious crimes were plarmed and 
perpetrated, which would have covered tjie con- 
spirators and perpetrators with ruin aR<f infamy, 
had the inva^iion'failed. Your great-grandfather 
and great-grandmother, never, in their private 
conversation, called the great political change of 
1688 by any other name than that of a conquest, 
Frederick the First, his queen, and my honoured 
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mistress Sophia Charlotte, also gave it that ap- 
pellation. The Jew banker, Schwarlzeau, of 
Amsterdam, advanced four hundred thousand 
ducats to enable Prince William to execute the 
projected invasion of England. 1’hc Electress 
was enrageul when she heard of the conditions 
which the whujs had imposed upon the stadt- 
holder. She afterwards said, in my hearing, to 
King William, ‘ What ! were the rascals not 
‘ contented that your Majesty saved their 
‘ necks ? Did the traitors dare to make any 
‘ stipidation ?’ — ‘ It would have been bad policy in 
‘ me. Madam,’ replied the King, ‘ not to liave 
‘ left them a retreat. They began to talk of 
‘ prescribing the conduct of the crown in many 

* essential prerogatives, of abrogating the power 
‘ of declaring war or making peace, of calling 
‘ annual parliaments, and enacting other demo- 
‘ cratic laws. I cut the matter short, by telling 

* them, that rather than wear the crown on such 
‘ conditions, I would gi*'e up the contest, ami 
‘ leave them to establish whatever form of go- 
‘ vernment they pleased,’ This fact accounts for 
the apparent want of wisdom in the leading 
characters who had helped William to overturn 
the throne of James. The republicans were 
equally disgusted and disappointed. The tem- 
porizing whigs were accused by the tories of 
having accepted worse terms of a foreign usurper. 
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than they niig-ht have obtained iVom their native 
monarch ; and by the democrats they were re- 
proached for having’ wrested the sceptre from a 
native bigot, to place it in the hands of a foreign 
despot. During tlie life of Queen Anne, the 
government of England was an oligarchy, ex- 
ercised under the mask of monarchy. She had 
no will of her own ; if she had possessed the 
sovereignty, she as certainly would have restored 
it to her father or her brother, if they would 
have renounced popery. The Electress Sophia 
was always of this opinion, and her eagerness to 
prevent that occurrence, led her to sound King 
William respecting excluding Lady Anne and 
her offspring ; at the same time, her eagerness 
to grasp the English sceptre, unquestionably had 
a great influence on her conduct. 

1 passed the sea more than fifty limes, for 
no other {.urpose than to glean from the attend- 
ants, and also from the medical g’entlemen at- 
tached to the Princess Anne, afterwards Queen, 
all the intelligence 1 c’ould obtain relative to the 
health of her son, the Duke of Gloucester, and 
latterly of the Queen herself. The instructions 
given to me by my mistress were marked by all 
the minuteness of medical inquiries. Nothing es- 
caped her diligent search after bodily infirmities 
or incipient nialady or disease. The service was 
truly irksouie to me. 1 was laughed at in the 
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palace, and so greatly mortified, that 1 should 
have resigned my place, ratlier than have 
endured the mortifications 1 encountered, if 

Dr. B h n had not kindly undertaken 

that unpleasant duty. 

“ In our coarse and sensual court at Hanover, 
King William was - the standing jffst of all the 
ladies, not excepting the Electress. Her High- 
ness used often to siiy, that the Princess Mary 
had married without obtaining a husband. Before 
there w'as any prospect of those greati* events 
which afterwards ensued, the Princess Sophia 
used to say, in a jocular tone, that except the 
lady should play false, there would be no fruit 
from that union*. I am proceeding, I know, 
desultorily with my narrative ; I must, however. 


^ King William had mistresses to whom he gave that which 
had cost him nothing, i. e. the landed estates of the Crown. 
Walpole, in his Reminiscences, Chapter IX. thus introduces 
King William and one of his supposed concubines. “ Lady 
Dorchester is well known for her wit, and for saying, that she 
wondered for what James chose his mistresses : ‘ We are none 
‘ of us handsome,’ said she, ‘ and if we have wit, he has not 
* enough to find it out.’ But I do not know whether it is as 
public, that her style was gross and shameless. Meeting the 
Duchess of Portsmouth and Lady Orkney, the favomite of 
King William^ at the drawing room of George the First, 
‘God!’ said she, ‘who would have thought that we three 
‘ whores should have met here V Having, after the King’s ab- 
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catch recollections as they arise. When King 
William died, I remember her asking- Doctor 
B — h — n, who was present when the royal corpse 
was opened, if the deceased Prince did not la- 
bour under some secret infirmity ? who instantly 
answered in the affirmative. I ought before this 
to have remarked, that the' aversion of King 
William to the Princess Anne, arose from her 
having, some time before the death of Monmouth, 
ventured to communicate to her father her opi- 
nion of ^;he treacherous part the Prince of Orange 
was acting against him. She accused him of 
having fii'st tempted the young man, by his se- 
cret agents, into a premature rebellion, and next 
of having basely beti-ayed him to the King. 
These affronts William never forgave; and if he 
could, he willingly would have excluded the 
Princess Anne, and nominated the Princess 
Sophia and her descendants, as successors to the 
English throne, on his assuming the British 
sceptre. 

“ The Princess Sophia impoverished her hus- 


dication, married Sir David CoIIyer, by whom she had two 
sons, she said to them, ‘ If any body should call you sons of 

* a whore, you must bear it ; for you are so : but if they call 

* you bastards, fight till you die ; for you ate an honest man’s 
‘ sons.’ ’’—Vide WalfoWa Reminiscenca. 
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band, and drained the Duchy, to find money to 
pay her emissaries, and to buy partisans in Eng- 
land. Immense were the sums she thus raised 
and dissipated. She had instruments of all sorts, 
male and female; ecclesiastics, lawyers, soldiers, 
tradesmen, poets, authors, nobles and menials. 

Hanover was, for successive years, crowded 
with keen and mercenary projectors and ad- 
venturers of all degrees and nations. By many 
she was plundered and deceived ; but so invete- 
rate had the habit become of employing and 
listening to spies, that she seemed to have no 
enjoyment when they were all absent, even 
though on duty. Some of those characters were 
pos.sessed of great talents, and acted apparently 
from better feelings ; but far the greater portion 
were the veriest miscreants in nature. One day, 
when she gave a purse full of gold to an emis- 
sary who lay under the imputation of being also 
an assassin, the Duke said to her, ‘ I really won- 
‘ der, my dear Sophia, y^u are not afraid to trust 
* yourself in the feach of such devils as you em- 
‘ploy.’ — ‘ So I should,’ she replied, ‘ if I thought 
‘they could gain more by murdering than by 
‘ serving me ; but you have often found, that in- 
‘ terest binds a knave as strong as hpnour holds 
‘ the gentleman.’ She cherished a bad opinion of 
mankind in general; and often declared, that 
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there never lived a public man in. any country 
who might not Jje corrupted, if his leading pas- 
sion was once discovered. 

“ The murder of Count Konigsmark the 
cruel imprisonment of the young and beautiful 
wife of the Electoral Prince; the coarseness of 
manners andjaxity of morals? which distinguish- 
ed the present King in his early life ; and the base 
profligacy of his ministers, his mistresses, and his 
minions, converted Hanover into an open mart for 
the sale? of places^ and titles in England, long 
previous to the death of QUeen Anne : and I am 
confident, if the same abuses had existed prior 
to the death of King William, and if the clia- 
racter of the Court of Hanover liad been 
thoroughly understood, it would not have been 
possible to have carried the Act of Settlement in 
favour of the Princess Sophia into effect. 

“ This Princess appeared to me to plunge into 
political intrigues to drown painful reflection. 


* It was much talked of, that Sir Robert, detecting one of 
the Hanoverian ministers in some trick or falsehood before the 
King’s face, had the firmness to say to the German, “ IVfentiris 
impudentissimel” The good humoured Monarch only laughed, 
as he often did, wlien Sir Robert complained to him of his 
Hanoverians selling places, nor would be persuaded that it was 
not th^))ractice of the English Court ; and^ which an incident 
muBt haye planted in his mind with no favourable impreasiott 
of English disinterestedness. — Vide Reminiscences, page 1 1 . 
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and to lose sight of her husband’s irregularities, 
who was so gross in his amours, that he made 
his wife acquainted with his Iqve ailveutures. 
One day when the Electress kneW' the Elector 
was engaged in a private conversation with 
Madame de Plaaten, the husband, tlit Elector’s 
chief minister, entered the room, and asked me 
where the Elector was. Before I could reply, 
the Electress said, ‘ His Highness is in company; 
‘ with your wife ; and as you dare not go home 
* whilst he remains there, you may as w.ell both 
‘ sit down and bear me company.’ She cherished 
the most radical hatred against the husband and 
the wife j but, being aware of their influence, 
suppressed ail shew of resentment as far as in 
her power. On the other hand, the Elector, 
void of all delicacy of feeling, or digwity of 
manners, pleased with being left to pursue his 
pleasures uninterrupted by reproaches or com- 
plaints, permitted his consort to act as she pleas- 
ed in state matters, and was almost implicitl^y 
ruled by her opinions. Such was the state of the 
court when your royal father was born. 

** 1 have already stated, that if it had not been 
for the dread of throwing the crown of England 
back to its hereditary claimants, the accession, of 
Queen Anne could have been disputed, and 
haps prevented. The Stuart party were' so 
greatly pleased with the death of William, ca used 
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as it was by an accidental fall from his horse 
which they constrneci as an act of justice in- 
flicted by the hand of Providence), that they 
secretly hoped the new Queen, who possessed 
much greater sensibility of heart than her de- 
ceased sister, would* spontaneously giv'e up a 
sceptre, which they calculated she wanted reso- 
lution to wield. The Princess Sophia was with 
dfilflculty restrained from making an attempt to 
opjiose Queen Anne’s a<-cessiou. H.ad she pefse- 
vered she would f<*r ever have cut off the hopes 
and prospects of herself and son. The reign of 
that mild, passive, good-natured Princess, was 
almost incessantly disturbed by machinations set 
on foot by the Hanoverian and the papal factions. 

“ As your father attained to man’s estate, that 
dislike which grew with his strength against /uV 
father burnt unquenchably fierce : nor was it to 
1)C W'ondered at, since he never had experienced 
any portion of a father’s love. He, therefore, 
naturally enough, attached himself to the Prin- 
cess 8ophia, who stood before the father as 
heiress to the British crown. As old age in- 
creased her infirmities, the eagerness to reign 
grew more and more strong ; at the same time, 
the danger of losing the succession, by the grow- 
ing inclination of Queen Anne to restore the 
expatriated family", became also 'more evident. 
IUnknown to her son, the Princess Sophia insti- 

V 
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gated the Electoral Prince, your father, to de- 
mand permission from Queen Anne for him to 
take his seat in the House of Lords, as Uoke of 
Cambridge. This imprudent measure, which 
was construed by the Tories as the commence- 
ment of a plot to dethrone the Queen, gave rise 
to so much additional dislike to the House of 
Brunswick, that Anne consented that Lord 

B- should go to Paris to inform her brot^r 

it'^as her fixed desire to cut off the Hanoveriati 
succession. The overture was accordingly made ; 
and the moderate Whigs were prepared to have 
supported the measure, if the hereditary claimant 
of the crown would have openly rcnouncetl the 
Catholic religion, and had agreed to a Bill of 
Rights that was ready prepared, and more fa- 
vourable to the popular cause, than the bungling 
bargain made by those who had invited the 
Prince of Omnge to lan^ with a powerful army 
in the island. If the titular King had had sense 
to have acceded to those conditions, no earthly 
power could have kept him out ; for the corrupt 
practices of the court of Hanover, and the enve- 
nomed rancour of domestic discord, had lowered 
the character and influence of the House of 
Brunswick. The Princess Sophia was become 
old and feeble ; her son was any thing but jxi- 
|mlar ; and just as she was, with inexpressible 
aniidety, .looking out for the news of Queen 
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Anne’s death, her own dissolution put an end to 
her hopes and to her intrigues. 

“ Owing' to the wdik intellects of the titular 
King of England, and the strength of his reli- 
gious prejudices, all the hopes of his partisans 
failed of preventing the ]>eaceable accession of 
your grandfather, who carried over with him to 
England his nfinisters, his minions, and his mis- 
t^Sses, and London witnessed the same nefarious 
rraffic in places and titles which had createff so 
much otKuin and disgaist in Hanover. 

“ That great statesman and philosopher Leib- 
nitz f<)r< saw the danger which menaced the 
Hanoverian King. He was at Vienna when the 
death of Queen Anne was announced. His re- 
gard for Y('ur grandsire was sincere and disin- 
terested.- He dared to tell him those truths 
which scarcely any ^her tongue durst utter. 
He wrot(! a memorial, descriptive of the gf'nius 
of the Er.glisli nation, and the best means of 
jireserving the throne; in the course of which, 
he advised the King to restore your ill-fated 
grandmother to her rank, and to dismiss nearly 
all his old courtiers and mistresses ; to treat his * 
son, your father, with more affecti^ ; and strive 
to gain the affection of his subjects, by extending 
and confirming their liberties; and endeavour 
to secure his throne, by rendering it the interest 
of the nation to. support his claims. This ffee- 

p 2 
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dom lost the honest Leibnitz tlie favour of the 
King. He lingered two years, neglected and 
forgotten. When that great man died^ he was 
interred with as little ceremony as if he had 
been one of the King’s menials. Such, my 
Prince, was the reward which his zeal and 
loyalty received. 

“ The rebellion that broke out almost inime- 
diately after your grandfather’s ascending the 
throne of England, shows how wide the rannfi- 
cations of foes had spread, and how well-founded 
had been the confidence of the |)arti.sans of the 
Stuarts. Re.st assured, my Prince, the danger 
is not over. Your father may act as a wise and 
just king, but he will never become a popular 
monarch. Even now, whilst 1 write, I feel con- 
vinced, that new combinations are on foot to 
wrest the sceptre from yj^ur house. Removed, 
as you stantl, from political power, it is not in 
your power to effect any favourable change in 
the politics of the cr<‘wn. But still, the eyes 
of all Europe are fixed upon yon. Beware, then, 
of corruyit flatterers ; keep a strict guard on your 
conduct in Hanover. Above all things, beware 
of mingling yonr.self with either of the two Bri- 


* Hodgskins, in his recent Travels, mentions that a plain 
handsomfc marble monument has, a few years since, beea 
erected'to the memory of that great philosopher. 
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tish factions. You passess great personal advan- 
tages ; — are young, generous, o]>en-liearted, and 
candid. Study, from tl»e best models, the lan- 
guage, laws, and manners, of your future sub- 
jects ; remember the fate of James ! shun all 
despotic acts and councils, and keep true to con- 
.stitutional principles. Depend upon it, that 
there is no tlironc so truly safe as that which is 
founded on freedom, and supportefl by the peo- 
ple’s love. If 1 know you at all, you are in your 
lieart aud soul Irieudly to the freedom of man- 
kind. Persevere in those principles ; and if, in 
due season, you should, as I hope yoil will, ascend 
the British throne, you will become the greatest 
Monarch in the world, and will have nothing 
to fear from a rival so much ytmr inferior in 
every great and social quality. If, unha)>pily, 
you slnadd never attain that envied.station, you 
will he a great Prii^e, and the Hanoverians 
under your genial away will become free aud 
happy. 

“ Having thus, as well as in my power, thrown 
together some well-remembered facts, which may 
be useful to you, I have next the jiainful task of 
<lischarging the rest of my promise, and relating 
the origin of your unhappy grandmother’s mis- 
fortune, and the extent of her sufferings. 

“ The origin of her ruin was the aversion of 
your royal grandfather to marriage ; a libertine 
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and a sensualist, lie Lad no relish fbr conjugal 
bonds. The sole object of the Ekctiess was to 
secure for her son the inheritance of the tluc.hy 
of Celle. The young and beautiful Piincess was 
looked on with indifference by the Hanoverian 
court, where she u'as scarcely arrix ed before .she 
found herself slighted by her husband, insulted 
by his mistresses, and plotted against by his cour- 
tiers and dependents.” 

* * » * -*7 * 

* ^ ^ 

The MS. eea.ses at this ydace, and resumes the 
subject with the alleged journal of the captive 
Princess. 



PART III. 


TRANSLATION 

OF THE 

PRINCESS SOPHIA DOROTHEA'S 
JOURNAL. 


SUPPOSED fo HAVE KEEN WRITTEN IN THE CASTLE ON THE AHLEK. 


“ On the fatal day when Count Kotiig'smark was 
niurdt red, 1 was made a prisoner of state, a guard 
was suitioned at my cbamber-door, and the infa- 
mous wonu n, VouPhurteu and Meissenhourg, ob- 
truded tbeir hateful jn't'sence to enjoy the spectacle 
of my rum, a.ul moe.k the misery tliey had caused. 
J ust aflt r the bioody deed was finished, the Elec- 
tor, pale and agitalet!, entered to aniiouiice the 
murder, and niy speedy reruoval. ‘ The sooner 
‘ the better,’ said 1. ‘ Send me where you may, 

‘ you eannol fix upon a * esifleuce so infamous as 
‘your palace, or so loathsome to me.’ I had 
pride and fortitude to .epel the Elector, and con- 
found the vile wretches, the concubines of a fa- 
ther and son, and half the court besides. J did 
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not fear death, it would have been welcome ; 
but, my children* ! There, indeed, J felt what 
none but a mother’s heart can conceive, — what nt> 
pen cun describe, — which no bodily torture could 
etjual ! As T leaned over thvMnnocenls, the cruel 
fiends 'laughed at me, and said, ‘ See ! hotv she 
* mourns the death of their father !' ‘ Wretches!’ 
said I, ‘ their father lives; and the God that 
‘ knows my innocence W'ill uvenge our wrongs!’ 
X scarcely shed a tear ; 1 saw nor thought of any 
one but n>y infants, — from them I was to be torn, 
to leave them in the |>ower of w'jlves and tigers! 
J humbled my soul before God, and, kneeling' by 
my children, I t xclaiincd aloud, ‘ If I am, like 


The Electoral Prince, George T^‘\vis, afterwards George 
the First of England, wjuj married to tins lovely and ill-fated 
Princess, 1682. 

George Augustus, afterwards (leorge tlie Second, was born 
fit Hanover, 30ih October, 1683, 

Sophia Dorothea, their daugliter, was Ixorn March 16lh, 
1687 ; and, in 1706, was married to Frederick William the 
First, King of Prussia. The Elector, Ernest Augustus, liis fa- 
ther, died in 1698. And these tragical events look place some 
years piior to his death. The dates arc wanting in all the 
authorities quoted, as rospecis the death of Konigsmark, the 
duration of the captivity of iho Eiecto.al Princess, and the pe- 
riod of hei death ; except tl»at George ihe First did not outlive 
her a year, and he died in 1727. By the preceding TransW 
tiou, it would appear that the children were merft infants ; but 
that evidently could iVQi be the case. 
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‘ these vile women who mock me, lewd and an 
‘ adnltress, then sliuwcr every curse upon me, 
‘ expose my jjuilt to the world, and deal with me 
* as I deserve ! I am innocent of the crimes im- 
‘ pnted to me, and I pray thee, Father of the 
‘ wretched, the Shield of the weak, preserve my 
‘ children in this den of lewdness; remove them 
‘ fi om sin and pollution ; and in g-ood time make 
‘my innocence as manifest as my sntFerings !’ 
Of what passed till I was nmtlled in a large 
mantle, •Jind borne uwtiy to prison, I know not. 
Bothman sat in the carriage with a drawn sword : 
the wooden blinds were np, but I perceived the 
blaze of flamheanx, and heai*d the trampling of 
many horses. Wlietlier I was doomed to death, 
to he tortured, or cast into a dungeon, wsis un- 
certain. J was torn away from ray infants, 
w hoiii 1 left in the power of the most vile and 
abandoned of vvoinankind ; and fortune had done 
its worst. 

“ My destined prison is the castle on the Ahler 
Strom (river), a savage-looking edifice, where, 
according to tradition, many a foul murder has 
been ])erpctrated, and many a haple.ss victim 
•groaned out a life of misery in its dungeons. 
The ruffian who escorted me liad the cruelty to 
sg,y, ‘ You will not be much alone at nights, 

‘ Madam, for the apartments are all believed to 
‘ be haunted.’ ‘ Not with worse fiends than 
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* thee and thy associates, for hell itself contains 

* none more wicked !’ ‘ Long Viet*, who g'ave 

* yonr paramour his I'inishing’ blow, is to your 
‘ keeper, and his wife your atteiulant.’ ‘ There 
‘ is yet a more detestable jMir of snisereants, 
‘ whom the Elector niig'ht h ive cliosen, Couut 
‘ Plaaten and his tne*’cf licious v^ iJe!’ The vil- 
lain, finding he could not subdue my courage, 
and, perhaps, stung by my reports, held his 
tongue. 

“ When the carriage arrived at the" lonely 
castle, Bothman alighted, and 1 quickly follow- 
ed, without a jiago or a lady to assist. As he 
delivered a warrant to the liiih eiis-lookiug coople, 
Long Piet ai.it his wife, ]k.tb:-.>a:i turned to- 
wards me, and said, with the grin of a fiend, 

* Madam, 1 leave you in their enstody, and con- 

* gratulate you on the cicmeiicy or your injured 
‘ family.’ I deigned not a reply, but said in a 
resolute tone, * CoiuUut me to my prison !’ 
They obeyed, left a glimuiering’ lamp, and in- 
stantly retired, making fast the door outside. 

“ The room seemed large, and felt damp and 


* There certainly was *1 governor, and porha[)S a sin ill mili- 
tlry guard placed m this ea. tie vhea it Wrjs appouiti d as the 
prison-house of this Princess. As tc tiie ruifian, 

L6ng Piet (Tall Peter), and Ids wife, those vulgii:' wretches 
were nierely^e personihl attendants of the unhappy captive. 
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cold ; the bed and furniture were of the meanest 
kind ; but of those petfy matters I had thiSfl no 
time to think. My dear children and their 
perilous state occupied all my thought. I had 
nothing else to fear but what might befal them. 
I had no tear to shed to ameliorate the inten- 
sity of grief. T bent my knee to implore Heaven’s 
blessing on their heads. A ray of hope seemed 
to descend as from Heaven upon iny desolate 
bosom ; and committing myself wholly to the 
all-powei fol lacing, from whom my only solace 
came, J threw myself upon the bed. The lamp 
cast a light so lurid, it was more gloomy than 
comjdete darkness. I was the most wretched 
of mothers ; and it is said, ‘ that sleep flies the 
‘ wretched;’ yet, wearieil nature sought repose, 
l)Ut my troubled mind lost not its consciousness. 
My slumbers were broken, aud horrid visions 
seemed fl' ..fing ar<.;imd me. I thought the un- 
liapp’ Choiit, wounded and dying, ..tood before 
me, ree'img' in his own blo(.d. He looked upon 
me with the strongest expression of pity and re- 
spect ; ‘ O nsost dearly beloved, and most in- 

‘ jered of women, forgive thy thi'>nghtless de- 
of^stroycr! Thou art the victim of my vanity 
‘ and folly. I have suflered th(' penalty of mj 
‘ crimes, and come to ask ihy pity and forgive- 
^ nesS, and to say ihy r:hddreu shall live and 
* vindicate thy innocence !’ The shade then 
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vanished, and I awoke, yet trcnd)ling and in 
teal's; straight again I slumbered, and thought 
I was in the electoral yndace, and that the 1‘onl 
fiend, Meissenbourg*, a])[>roa(:litd the bed-side 
of my children : she cast aside the certains, and 
(sad sight of horror to a mother’s heart I ) seized, 
or seemed to have seized, tin ir snowy necks in 
either hand, and to grasp their throi.ts so har<l, 
methought their lovely A^atuivs giew luaek and 
distorted, and their precious ev«^-i>alls seemed 
bursting from their sockets. At first 1 could not 
scream, nor move, nor weep ; my body seemed 
dead, but my soul was alive, and suffered tor- 
tures moreexipiisitely painful than human power 
could inflict on the corporeal frame. At last, 
the fetters of my voice and limbs were loosened. 
I thought I rusintd upon the murderers to res- 
cue my I'Xpiring babes. The loud shrieks I ut- 
tered resounded through the gloomy walls of mj"^ 
prison-room. Long' I’iet and his wife, the ser- 
vile tools of the more irhunous De Plaaten, 
opened the door, ami found me on the floor, 
bleeding copiously at the mouth and nose. To 
this loss of blood, perhaps, my return to life and 
misery was owing. 1 found myself, on my re- 
covery, seated, and leaning back in an armed 
chair ; the male holding a lamp, and the female 
chafing my temples with vinegar. My pride 
recoiled at the sight of those wretches, and from 
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the touch of the polluted hand, which, feeble as 
I was, I could not parry. The blackest malice 
dwelt in their corrupted hearts, and played upon 
their hideous features. ‘.What ails your High- 
‘ ness?’ said the woman, ‘ has the young Swede 
‘ placed you in a state that renders the assistance 
‘of a midwife necessary? His Excellency has 
‘ provided one in readiness.’ To this ribaldry I 
made no other reply than imploring them to 
make short work of their aj)pointed duty, and 
take my life at once. ‘ No, no, Madam !’ said 
Piet, ‘ his Serene Highness has not any such 
‘ views. He has been assured he shall not live a 
‘ year after your death ; thence you will be kept 
'* alive. At his command I struck your lover, 
‘ Madam ; my battle-axe cleaved his head, my 
‘ garments were sprinkled with bis gore. The 
‘ moment the Count saw he was surrounded, he 
‘ called upon God to pardon him, atid protect 
‘ you. He was a brave soldier, Madam, but 
‘ his treason merited the death he suffered.’ 
Such was the language of the vile assassin, such 
was the Jiorrid discourse I was forced to hear 
from those low-bred, ferocious wretches ! When 
I had so far recd^ered as to walk back to my 
bed-side, I knelt and prayed to God to shoiiien 
my .sufferings, and end my life. The last words 
of Konig.smark sunk deep into ray mind : there 
appeared to me a strong coincidence between 
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the memorable words vittsi^ed by the vision 1 
thong-ht I had seen, and those reported by one of 
his assassins ! Although my heart was bursting,* 
I duM not nsk a word about my infants *4 Cold 
and nbfeeling as is the Electress, she is a illother, 
and sure, thought I, she will not suffer nty sweet 
babes to be murdered ! Such were the thoughts 
which floated in my mind, till wearied nature, 
once more, sought repose in sleep : but that re- 
lief was again embittered by distress^g and 
gloomy dreams. I thought Konigsmat'k was 
alive, and that we were together in France, and 
both my children with me. The Count ap- 
peared in high health and spirits, and clad as a 
bridegroom. Throwing himself at my feet, he 
asked my hand in maiTiage. Just as 1 was 
gently urging him to rise, and-forbear his suit, 
I thought his gay apparel fell into pieces, his 
flesh turned rotten and fell off his bones, and yet 
he held my hand to draw me to him. Then my 
wandering mind pourtrayed the Ducal palace pt 

• yhe word ^ infants,^ as applied in this p/iassage, clearly ap- 
pears to mean children of a very early age. But the German 

spoken in Hanover abounds with dimintUiveSy as terms of affec- 
tion, as, “ dear little father ; dear little mother,” &c. A no- 
bleman addressing his servant commonly, at the present day, 
Kijs ** liehe Icarly' that is, “ dear fellow*^ as a preface .to any 
order,— a mode of address which would be thought highly 
derogatory in this country. 


3 
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Zell, and iiBAag^iiatiod mocked me with a recur- 
rence of those days of cheerful content 1 enjc^ed 
ere the fatal policy of the Electress demanded 
menn marriage for her eldest son. Thus 
the fir^ night of my captivity. 

4 « « « W * 4^ 

4 

I am*, and fur ever am to be, debarred the use 
of pen, ink, paper, or books ; and on pain of 
death no one is to communicate any thing to mo, 
except .ij^^th the privity of my cruel enemy. The 
ministers of religion are not to come intomiy 
presence, but to pray with me aijd give their 
responses outside my chamber door. I a*m -never 
mere to behold the rising or the setting sun; 
never to see my babes, never embrace them more ; 
never behold the chaitges of the seasons, the 
flowers of spring, the ripe fruits and com of 
summer, and the rich variety of autumnal tints ; 
never more taste the luxury of the untainted 
breeze ! Terrible is my doom ! Ob God ! be gta- 
c^usly pleased to vouchsafe thy compassion. Be 
thou a parent to my helpless children! Guard 
them, 1 beseech thee, from secret malice, $nd 

* This expression, at first glance, appears much like an 
Irish bull ; for the unhappjr Princess certainly must hare ob- 
tained paper, pen, and ink, before she commenced her Jdumal.. 
Peibaps it was not till the Princess had been some time con- 
fined, that she obtained those important articles. 
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from open crime. Make i^anifeat niy innoicence. 
None but thee, my God, can convilice them 
hereafter that they have no cause to blush to 
own ^their mother! Soften the Jjieart of their 
cru€# father, and open his eyes to tl^ wickedness 
of his associates ; then shall the bitterness of 
misery pass a^ay from me, and I shall be sup- 
ported by thy divine g’race to endure, without 
repining, and strong enough to banish from my 
heart every other worldly hope, save' that of 
meriting thy protecting hand for my dpar ba- 
bies ! * . ^ , 

“ Th^ second day, at twelve o^clock, arrived 
Baron Bernstorff, and two assistants. I was 
summoned to appear before him in an adjoining 
chamber, if 1 did not please to see him in my 
room. I was called the Princess Sophia Dcu'O^ 
jthea, of Zell ; not by my proper name and title. 
‘ Tell the ruffian,’ said I to the assassin Piet, 

* if he wants me, to come here.’ The presence 
of the hated villain strung every naerve with i^w 
force. Armed as he was by lawless power, and 
master of my life and liberty, the caitiff Boked 
embarrassed, and dared not lift his eyes to nieet 
the indignant flashes which I felt shooting from 
mine. ‘ With or without your permission, 

* jMadam,’ said Bernstorff,, as he entered, * I have 

* to iptroduce tho«e gentlemen of the lew into 

* your presence, and to demand of you, -as a pri* 
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* (KHier of state, direot^nd distinct replies to snifeh 

* interrogations as I may feel it my duty to put 

* to you by virtue of the authority ofthe Electoral 

* Prince, and of his father, the Elector, my lord 

* and master.* • 

“ Princess Sophia. — My objection is nottothe 
law of the land, but to corrupt and wicked ad- 
ministrators of the law. To villains such as 
thou art*! 

** Bemstorff.-^ am commanded by the Eleo- 
tress, yatir august mother-in-law, to say, that if 
you chooSb to make a full and free co|ifession, she 
will intercede* with the Elector and Electoral 
Prince for the remission of your sentence of per^ 
petual imprisonment, and prevail upon your 
Either to recmve you, or provide another and 
more suitable asylum for you. 

** Princess Sophm. — Tell the Electress those 
terms are not such that an innocent person canf' 
listen to. 

** JBemstoi^^^The Duke of Zell feels the most 
«<HBplete conviction of your guilt, as does also^ 
your Mother, and both the Duke and Duchess 

* 

* 4 

* From this, and many other passages, a reader might sui^- 
pect the dialogue was framed to answer passing events. But 
there are^lenty of persons who have seen this MS. many 
years sincc^ It was intended to have been published lA die 
i/Mim Coufk^in 1818 * 
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instructed me to a^yise your t iumi(Bt,diate 
oompliauce. ‘ > « ' 

** Princ^ -McHister ! you state on- 

truths ! My mother is virtuous ! She cannot* does 
nQt*..doubt my innocence nor Mv ould my fethei’, 
but for the hellish machinations of thee* and 
other miscreants placed round him by thy eu* 
periors to enslave and betray him. ^ 

“ Bernstorjf . — These letters, Mat&m, of your 
band-writing, that' are''marlcsid nud sealed with 
the Elector’s seal, were found upon |be dead 
body of yiojur lover, tbe late Couut Konigsmarb : 
here are tvjp, Madam, in particular, in each of 
which you have plainlyiadmitted that an adul- 
terous intercourse existed l^etween you and the 
deceased traitor.' i 

** Princess Sophia . — With tlie exception of those 
two letters, all the rest are, indeed, my writ- 
ing } and to them I refer, as proof|, 4 af^he yir- 
tuous {]^incf[)les by which, amidst the infamy, .pf 
the most viciops cWt in Europe, 1 still main- 
tained inviolate, every doty of a virtuous w]|^ 

. ** It wjas upon tfee authewify of 

those letters. Madam, that Count de Flatten 
presumed to ask you, yesterday, if 3 «ou were 
likely soon to stand in need of a, midwife’s as- 

,iSc^Ata.-— 1 w^lJlVemeuJier the.f|u- 
wcHy of that ^Viaual corputo^ ll^r>.nowr4ny 
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repl]F »< — * If you dare take so great a liberty,*’ 
said I,' * you might put that question to your 
‘"wife ; if you dare not, ask your privileged Blaster 
* to do so for me.’ 

** Bemstorff . — You are'insolent, Madam ; and 
means shall be adopted to humble your proud 
spirit. * 

“ Prinde^Sophia. — Coward ! I defy thy utmanjb 
malice. T^ere is no rack so severe as a gfuilty 
conseiencej — no executioner half as cruel as 
thou ar^! But God will avenge my wrongs, and 
His arm shall yet reach and crush thee’t 

** Bernstorff.—^Yoa have acknowledged those 
letters to be of youf own hand- writing ; in 
doing which you have confessed your guilt, since 
tM let^rs themsel^s prove the fact. 

« Princess Sophia . — Almighty God, look down 
upon meiwith this eye of pity! FVustrate, I be- 
seech file hellish malice of those who have 
conspired against my innocence. Bring their 
wicked plots to light, and vindicate my injured 
honour I I have acknowledged all those lett^ 
exre|>t two, which are forgeries. Each of theae' 
tbit are genuine attest the integrity oS my con- 
duct* *You that caused the fabrjcatioi| of ' the 
others, mush of course produce suborned wit- 
ne'i^s to coi^rm, by perjured oaths, the false- 
hoods thpy contain. The resemblance to |py 
Writing is very, strmig) but that God ^ho 

c 2 
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my innocence, c&n (detect and punisH^ the 
machinations of «those who fabricated those ^tfo* 
cuments. * ' '' ’ ’ 

“ Bermlorff. — Nothing is more common, than 
for delinquents to deny the validity of every 
proof which goes to expose their guilt. ]^0 
the lawyers*.) Examine those two letters: coinJ^ 
pare them with the rest, which the prisoner has 
admitted to be of her writing, and give me a 
conscientious answer as to your real belief and 
opinion touching their authenticity. ♦ 

“ 1st Advocate, (aftera pause.)^ — We have ex- 
amined them very deliberately and minutely: 
for myself I am ready to make oath, that I have 
often seen the prisoner write, and that to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, all those let- 
ters, and these two as well as the rest, are 
written by the prisoner’s hand, and by no other 
person. 

** 2d Advocate . — Such is also my opinion and 
belief. I too have seen the prisoher write, ahd 
am r^dy to make oath to the .same effect. The 
duty is most painful to me, but 1 must not 
shrink from it. 

“ Bemstorff . — ^What do you say to these damn- 


names were illegible m the MS. brought from 
Sweden. ^ 
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ingf pwiff pClfliUt ? Do y.9u st^ll jare tpf»4YWf 
y](^ Jj^lse*’;^nd wdaci^us pretfnsiqas ,to . 

6enc^ ? Still set justice at defiance ? . , 

**JPrin^ess /%)A*«..“T“D,‘>yoij,not aU of yrpu trem- 
ble, lest the, avengcing hand of, G^d should sudf? 
denly cut . you off in the midst of these, helU^ 
maphinaitions^ perjuries, and subornation^?, Bind 
me on the,^rack,*TWish the marrow frjom rny 
bones, — ^tear the quivering flesh Jj^ving from my 
bosom, — but, whilst the consciousness of inno- 
cence sustains me, 1 shall triumph ! Never shall 
you extort any jponfessiq^ of guilt from my lips. 
You are all trai^tols to your Prince and to your 
country, and the Almighty in'due time will give 
to each his dup yeward. 

“ Bermtorjff'.—^Yo^Aonot deny having hitended 
to make your escape from the Court oPHanover? 
nor, that^the late villain aftd traitor, CoUnt^ 
Konigsmark, to whom these letters are addressed, 
wqs to have been your companion ? 

, ‘‘ Princess S<^hia. — Undoubtedly I did intend. , 
to have fled from the tyranny and cruelty of,nay: 
husband, and frqm the wrongs and insults heaped 
on me by his harlots and minions. He lived, in 
a state of undisguised adultery. His morals, as 
you wen know, have ev^ been, where women 
are concerned, of the most lax and dissolute de- : 
scription.’ He is rude and cruebj he has oftep 
treated me with brutal ferocity ; and not alone 
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ai^hteakh and peace of mind^ but my 
imy honour, were in continual danger. 1 l^ad W> 
longer a husband: — if was natiual to widl to 
dee from infamy, misery, and oppresiddli. The 
late Count Konigsmark knew more 'of *tbe 
^etchedness 1 endured than any other gentle- 
man, having been educated in my father’s qpurt ; 
he felt those wrongs more warmly, and sympa- 
thized in my sorrows. Seeing nothing Imt in- 
famy* and venality in the Court of Hanover, he 
did not disapprove of my intended flight, to seek 
the humane protection of my dear mother’s rela- 
tions*. I felt towards him a* sister’s affection ; 
I honoured the noble qualities of his heart f; I 
never cherished a sentinaqnt towards Ntm at which 
1 need fo blush : for the truth of the.^ assertions 
1 appeal to .Heaven ! 

■ Bemstorff . — If your feelings were so strongly 
interested as to lead yqu to desert your husband 
and your children, in company with that dissi- 
pated young Courtier, \ hat rational being can 
believe your intended flight did not %rise from 

— w— : — ! — - — 

» 

* This accljunt makes no mestiqn of QftVris th^Fpurteenth, 
or of bis protoctioo. Her tnotber's biiuUy were genteel and re- 
specta,ble, but not noble or opulent. 

f He was an elegant, brave, generous, and highly accom- 
*%fBhed soldier, but dissolute to an extreme degree; and big 
^^ndntet In die asSasshiation of Mr. Thyane, forms an eternal 
*blot id character. 
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secttpe 6tijoy®Be|it of kitNielorod 
Ifenoii tho projected elopen^nl^ sad 
fhc^ criminal cbnfesSiras <jOnt«Aned inf* thoiie 
ydtif now before me. 

'■ ** Printxss Sdpkun. — I am a Christian in priQoi> 
pi^, and^^ll^ion is my last solace. Most mise- 
rable should rfoel if I did* not believe in a fntnre 
ekistence, and the certainty of salvation through 
tfie mediation of our blessed Redeemer. Ev<4’y 
ray* of hope has quitted me, as far as this woiid 
is coni!!lfi‘ned : my sole trust and my comfort is 
in my religio^ ^d 1 appeal once more to l^at 
God, who know^ your wicked purposes, to attest 
my* innocence. lam entirely in your power — 
difspcfse of me aul you 4 )lease ; but tremble at the 
deep dattfh^tion fnlo which, by these*^niqnitOus 
practices, ye are sinking your immortal souls 1 
** Bernstorff. — Yon'havealmostcrnnmitted'trea- 
You have madeo indecently tree with the 
character of the Elector and Electress: even 
yottr father has not^escaped the lash of your sati- 
rical pjln. You appear to have had no foakily 
secrets in your power, but you revealed them to 
this favoured paramour. . '* 

** Princess Sophia . — I wasshocked anddisguat- 
ed at the scenes of vice by which I was sur* 
rounded. I lamented the ascendancy" o| 
infamous femalecharocters as reigned in the'%|l^ 
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of Hanover. 1 regretted, Sjr, your fatal influx 
pnce over my royal father’s mipd. I feel the 
same sentiments now; and were I at liberty, 1 
would tell you the same in the presence of each 
of the parties to whom 1 have alluded in those 
unpremeditated, desultory, and confidential let^ 
ters. 

** Bernstorff . — Your confidant, the Baroness de 
Molckt, is likely to give a very differeftt version. 
She has already impeached you. Madam; and 
if, by your ^obstinacy, you drive matters te extre- 
mities, I have no doubt but she will appear as a 
witness against you, and convict you. 

“ Princess Sophia, — Never ! Never wilt thou 
see that day ! I know the worth aniT sincerity 
of her heart, and the force of honour in her 
bosom. She is, indeed, the repository of all my 
secret thoughts, and she is welcome to reveal 
them all ! Where no guijgt existed, none can be 
revealed ; and her’s is a heart you will never de- 
grade, however you may t ^ar and lacerate her 
body,' . 

** Bemstorff.-f-Amoxigit 1 /our pap^0 Madam, 
which we have seized, are many letters h*nm 
Cjount Konigsmark, and amongst them this, 
(presenting one), wherein he plainly alludes to 
dalliances and criminal intimacy, and 
impatience for the arrival of 4hat 
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hd^y monoeiit, when, far from the readh of the 
sordid tyrant, yoin* lord, you might live 'for' each 
other in a distant kingdom. 

** Princess Sophia . — What new scheme is here 
displaying its hellish lineaments! Not only have 
you forged my hand-writing, and fabricated 
letters, purporting to be from me, and apparently 
addreafed to the Count, but you have also forged 
others as from that murdered nobleman to me. 
The farther you proceed, the clearer I perceive 
the bovindless extent of your hellish malice ; but 
still your power is limited, and that God whom! 
you thus insolently dare to mock, will, soon^ o# 
later, visit your crimes with commensurate pu- 
nishpaent."'' My husbjind is an immoral man, 
God know* ! but surely, not so radically depraved 
®s'to countenance these atrocities. Miscreant! 
you deceive and mislead him! You know his 
marriage with me was ■‘founded on his side upon' 
mercenary and sordid views ; that his affections' 
were, and had long^been, pre-engaged, tvh^ti^i 
was mqfit reluctantly dragged from my parents^ 
arms. knew his indifference — a^e, his 

aversion to me ; and now, to promote your 
«vile ends, and obtain still greater botiours 
riches, you are fabricating all those false docu- 
ments, and raising up suborned witnei^ against 
me, to release him from those bonds which hav6 
never yet had po^ver to restrain him! 
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Bemstorjf .' — Your children! Madam!— ffiVe 
you no thought for them ? If you proceed thus 
contumaciously, you wilt involve them in your 
ruin and 4i$grace. By this rude defiance of a 
power that can crush you in a moment, you are 
likely to incur the dreadful responsibility Of 
leading to the l)astardizing of^ your children, if no 
ivot'se fate hefah them* ! * 

‘ “ Princess Sophia . — My children ! Oh, ye god- 
less monsters! are niy poor children too — to be 
destroyed ! Perhaps thpy are already mtlrdefed. 
My brain burns — nty heart is bursting. Say but 
that they live, and are well, and I will kneel and 
kisiS your feet ! « 


• If it were not for the extraordinary, and apparently the 
Well authenticated f^ct, 4hat a plan was formed, several years 
after, and submitted to George the First in^ England, to seize 
his son and transport him to the colonies, the horrid menace 
implied in the words marked in italics would be incredible. It 
will be seen by the extracts from various works subjoined, that 
t];e Court of Hanover was profligate to an excessive dej^ree ; 
and its debaucheries in all likelihood of the most gross and dis- 
gusting kind} but still, this treatm^t of a^mother, this torture 
of her Soul by menacing the lives of her children, almost sur- 
passes belief. Keysler’s celebf^ted Travels" in Germany mid 
Italy were dedicated to this same minister, and that celebrated 
traveller was preceptor to his two sons or nephews. he 

unprincipled man, there is plenty of evidence on record, 
in England and Germany ; but th^t he was so complete a 
ster as this Journal represents him, is, indeed, almost in- 
credible. ^ ' ' 




HOUSE OF BBU5SW1CK. 9l 

i^Bemstorff . — ^They yet live, and are well. Ma- 
dam. Her Serene Highness the Electress deeply 
deplores your fall. It is her wish to save your 
children j but there may be statesmqj^ who may 
feel it their duty, in consequence of your prior ac- 
quaintance with Konigsmark^ to advise yjanr hus- 
band not only to divorce you, but to set aside the 
succession of your son on the ground of bas- 
tardy ' 

“ Princess Sophia . — How may that calamity be 
prcYented? By what ^possible sacrifice can I , 
save the rights of my dear infants, whom I stHttl 
no more behold ? . 

“ BernstorjffL — By a full and fair confession of 
that guilt it is utterly useless, as well as most 
wicked, in you to deny. ^ 

Princess ^Sophih . — Ve tigehts of Satan! ye 
ministers of hell ! hear me b — Do yoU think so 
poorly of niy penetration as to imagine I am to 
be deceived by your vile illusions? Could 1 

ewmire the safety of my babes f by submitting' to 

/ 

U 

* Many circumstances concur to prove 
Fir^t ever cherished a marked aversion to bis 9oa aodlieirap* 
parent. 

f The \%ord * iaftas’ is applied to her children twice in the 
^urse of two sentences ; and in the third, they are called * in* 
niicenU ^ butThdse terms should i>e construed ad demonstratipns 
of excessive afTectidh, and intended to ewte compassion in 
ike bosofn of Bemstoilfe 


3 
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any. torture, to. aijy personal privation, there iiW- 
suiferingf so severe that ,1 would shrink from its. 
endurance. If th^ gro^s, vindictive, gjpoveling 
sensualist, under whose' sanction you act, had 
another yi^j^tim within reach to supply my place, 
and if he had children by her, then would 
the .danger of my babes be much greater. But 
God is all-sufficient. To him I commit my in- 
nocents. In the vanities and follies incidental 
t(^ my age, sex, and rank, I have too frequently 
indulged. I own I felt only aversion tq^ards 
the man who obtained my person without caring 
for my love, and whose total want, not alone of 
de^cacy, but of common decency, was such as 
excited in my young bosom the deepest disgust, 
eyei^ to loathing ! — that man, whom I blush to 
name, ^ deep is his {>rofligacy, wishes for a di- 
vorce.. I , too wish for the same act of justice. 
He is guilty of adultery : ever since his marriage 
he has lived in that state. Tell him, I will 1^ 
the prosecuting party, and 7 need not intimidate 
nor suborn witnesses to prove his guilt. His 
judges are all obsequious; he is master of the 
law, and can divorce himself. But all his power, 
and all his diabolical machinations will fail, if he 
hopes to fix the odium of the crime on me, notf 
withstanding that Konigsmark was alli]re4 to my 
chamjber, and cowardly murdered^: notwith- 
Spuming his perjurea ivitnesses, and fabricated ' 
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ddfcmnents ; yet he will fail. Fof though such 
whitewdshed instimments as you and Von Plaa* 
ten, and ♦corrupted judges, may pronounce me 
guilty, the voice of the liberal and just acquits 
me! The future historian will absolve me 
guilt, because he will see, from the first moment 
of my unhappy marriage, how cruel has been his 
treatment, how profligate his life! Go, then, 
back to your master, and if he be indeed privy 
to your infernal project, give him to understand 
that 1 Can still pity and despis^ him ; that I dis- 
dain his mercy ; defy his hatred and malice ; 
and that, as well as destroy his wife, whom he 
could not deprave, if he will also devour his ol^- 
spring, I must leave his punishment to that Being ' 
who knows my innocence, and sooner or la^r 
will make it apparent, by avenging all my 
wrongs on him who is their source and originr* 
Go, slave ! and tell your lord and master this ! 

** Bemstorff . — Is this your final determination ? 
Your father. Madam, only this morning, with 
tears in his eyes, acknowledged his conviction of 
your guilt; and he has commanded me to id- 
form the Electoral Prince, your truly noble tus- 
band, that, as you have so entirely Ic^ all sense 
of modesty and virtue, and have, by your licen- 
tiousness/ entailed such d?ep disgrace on the 
Electoral dightty and family^ that he no Imger 
coutd consider you as his child, But has ulie'rly 
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and for everH^nounced you as one lost past fe* 
dotnption, and fit only for the stews and brothels. 
He has interdict^ every person from naming' 
you to him, on pain of arbitrary punishment. 
Your mother, Madam, whose national vices you 
so liberally inherit, could not utter a word in 
yonr behalf, buf hung down her head, wrung 
her hands, and wept. You have, therefore, rib 
countenance, no succour, no pity to look for in 
any qu|irter. Your Abigail, the Baroness de 
Molckt, stands on the point of becoming yoUr 
accuser, or suffering a terrible death : those of 
your domestics, whom, by your profusion, were 
become your partisans, are removed far from thh 
reach of your voice. You stand isolated and 
rilone in the world. Your name is held infamous, 
and execrated, and yet you hdve the audacity to 
a^ssert your innocence, and complain of oppres- 
Sion ! ' 

« Princess . — Were I a man, although chained 
to the earthy you are too great a coward to dare 
venture tlu)s obscenely to insult me. Why are 
these men obtruded on my presence (the advo- 
cates) except to witness 'my misery, and moolt 
me with tfie forms of justice, withqpt its es- 
sence ? You are as well able to make out cripu- 
liEtory confessions as to prepare forged letters, or 
dictate and prepare suborned testimony. You 
liave s^rod me this humiliicti(m, bu^ $o 
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is yovir nature, and.jso full rivtlice that 
vile heart of yours, that ypn cap enjoy, nelthe;r 
rest nor pleasure, whilst th^ie renaaips tQ 
plant an additional dagger in my soul. Baso 
and corrupted as is ypdr master, and piy hu)^ 
band, I can readily conceive that he owes rnupb 
of his vice and cruelty to your* artifices and de- 
ceptions. You exasperate him by all sorts ^ 
fiabricated proof of my guilt ; and thus you, insti- 
gate him to one crime after another ; apd tfio 
deeper* he plunges into crime, the more, aid be 
wants from villains, and the stronger and.mpre 
durable you conceive will be your authority 
over him, till at last you aim at converting your 
infatuated master into your slave, and conclude 
that the country and all its resources will be, ^lu||e 
he lives, whcdly yours ! These, rufijan, are your 
real objects of pursuit. 

“ Bernstorff . — You have said that the vile vrp- 
man Pe Molckt, your confidant and accomplice, 
has nothing to communicate, that you npedbUiiih 
to hear. I have received supplicatory lptte]|i« 
signed with her hand, imploring, the jPcing^^s 
^rdmi, whoBJtyou dare thus to revile, pn opiadi^. 
. tion of filing all she knows; and||Understand' 
that person can prove the existence .of an adul- 
td^ous intercourse, betjween you Count Kje- 
nigsmark. Under, this accuqiulation of prpo/, 
had you not better listen to reason, 
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yoilF guilt, aiil resigning the empty title of wife^ 
where you no longer have, or can have, a h*»* 
band, open the dbors of this prison, and onoe 
more taste of liberty. To preserve the whole 
family from further and, more public disgrace 
owing to your depravity r your mother-in-law, 
the Electress, will yet mediate for you, and ob- 
tain an ample yearly allowance, and an agreeable 
asylum, if you will submit to be divorced, plead- 
ing guilty to the cliarge of adulterous intercourse 
with the traitor Konigsmark. If you wi| con- 
tent to this, your children’s legitinxacy shall not 
be questioned. 1 am authorized by the Electoi% 
your aUgust father-in-law, as well as by the 
Duke, your father, to make jou this promise. 

Princess Sophia. — Begone, villain ! I have 
alt^eady degraded myself bj replying to your 
insolent questions, and insidious overtutas, that 
are intended to dishonour and destroy me. Go 
hence with your myrmidons ! Murder me you 
dare not, or I should not ^ e now alive. I must 
sulBer, but I will not complain. Thank Ged, 
your utmost malice cannot make me immortah 
Death, in spite of my tyrant’s power, will release 
me, and t]|^ Omnipotent Being, whose eye is. 
now upon you, will, even in world, avenge 

my wrongs upon my destroyers. 

* * *, el ^ 

" My next trial was again to endiumtiM taualE .'I 
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apii insults of the wretch de Ptlbtten. That 
in&mous * karV (fellow) had the cruelty to tell 
me that my wardrobe was* dll^’ibuted amongst 
my bitterest enemies, and my bed occupied' by 
the odious Meissenboiy'g^ Ah I. my children I 
your poor mother, immured in a gloomy prison, 
sees not your wrongs, bears not your sighs, nor 
can she sooth or succour you. Would that my 
'pirit could escape this load of clay by which it 
IS withheld, and that 1 might, even invisibly to 
you, my dear.,^., lovely babes, watch over your 
safety and gr^vd your morals from pollutii^n* ! * 
The monster Von Plaaten, when I asked him to 
let me have the affectionate little animal Fidettot 
to share my solitude, told me the Elector, at the ^ 
moment of my arrest, was bitten in the leg ' 
the little creature (whosei.'grateful heart resented 
the 'insults offered to his mistress), and was 
killed on the spot, and buried with * my ^UoMtV > 
the unhappy Count ! This little incident affected 
me. • My heart was full, even to breaking ; yet 
I made a shew of resdution, and calmly, ex*< • 
pressed the contempt and indignation d felh ; 
The villain wasneoompanied by bis agent, ' 

# 

* This is the first al^sidn> to tiie children as being atote the 
‘age of v^<mcy. The unhtjfipy' mother would ' not hdve been 
anxious as to thar moAls, if they' bad been of the very tender 

iawseaf*, As. ia^o. 

' ♦ p 
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and the advocate Von H — 1 — t, who had 
so- often promised, under every extreme, to re- 
member what he owed to ipy compassionate 
intercession with ray father in his behalf! I 
had been liberal to him when he was poor and in 
discredit ; and when my evil destiny com[4bUed 
me to wed a worthless cousin, I obtained, through 
the Electress, an appointment at Hanover for 
the ingrate. The man then offended me by his 
excessive sery,ility and gross adulation. My 
cruel, unfeeling husband, who filled my house- 
hold with his pimps and courtesans, bribed high, 
and gained this faithless advocat^. My bosom 
harbours not a sentiment of guilt as regards the 
unhappy Count, who was cruelly murdered : 
being innocent, I had no guilt to confess j yet 
-this miscreant dared to avow that 1 had con- 
fidentially confessed to him the guilty nature of 
my connexion! — Merciful Heaven! how. I sus- 
tained this blow I know not. It stunned — it 
petrified — it froze my heart’s blood ! Then my 
soul was wrung indeed ! — ^The villain, Von Plan- 
ten, smiling, irwiically said, ‘ Y<k» seem greatly 

* affected at the conduct of Mr. Von H — 1— -t,; 
‘ perhapsy when you hear that he has confirmed 

* the evidence given by the two advocates before 

* Baron Bemstfirff, that he has no manner-* pf 
*jdoobbbut all thedetters purporting to have been 

by'yoQ^'or the deceased tntitor Kqnig#- 
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* tnark/are true and genuine ddtiudlenti^ tvritten 

* by you and by bins, you may chang'd your tone. 

* Such the ca;^ ! Will you now confess your 

* guilt, and admit judgment to be passed against 
‘ you, that yon may go whence in freedom to 

* Inflow your own vicious inclinations, and enable 

* his Serene Highness, the Electoral Prince, to 
‘ dissolve his marriage with you j and, if he 

* pleases^ seek another consort, more worthy hb 

* generosity and high virtues ?' , 

“ Pmncess Sophia. — \oti H — 1 — t, look me in 
the face ! Is it possible what that miscreant has 
uttered of you can be>^rue ? 

Von H — / — t . — Pardon me. Madam, for in- 
forming you, that I came not to answer your 
interrogatories, but to require answers of 'you. 
Our relative situations are greatly and suddenly 
changed. 1 now hold an official employment of 
some importance under the Elector; and you. Ma- 
dam, are a‘state prisoner, fallen from your high 
dignify, and overwhelmed with ignominy. The 
duty I owe to the best of Princes and of masters, 
and the base n^ure of > your transgressions, haigp 
imposed this very painful task on me. Still, to 
behold you thus humbled, thus degraded, shocks 
my feelings inexpressibly. I regret to s^ a 
Princess, once so highly esteemed, and whom 1 
htmoaiied as my illustrious patroness-r-tha heitvess 
to the* reigning Duka of Celle, the consort of 

H 
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thfe Electoral PrincfOf Hanover, <m whosfe^ptt* 
teroal house a still more brillitfht fbrtiftie 
thus dishonoured, throu|^h the influence Of 9ter 
own licentiousness ! Tax md not as ungrateful, 
MadaHia ; I was ever trul}'^ grateful' whilst your 
cdmMicter stood unimpeached. Now, that my 
gracious Prince has deigned to name me one of 
his legal advisers, and appointed me one of 
the commissioners empowered to interrelate you 
and the Baroness de Molckt, 1 am therefore 
bound to do my duty, regardless of tdl other 
considerations. No impartial tribunal can, by 
possibility, acquit you, so strong and so well 
connected are the proofs of your guilt. Heaven 
knows how greatly I pity you, and how warmly 
1 remember past kindnesses * Im the unhappy 
cSrcumstawees in which you now stand, I cam!U)t 
display my ever^verdant gratitude more honourii 
ably, Ur usefully, than by giving you the'iuoht 
earnest and solemn admonition to cease exa$> 
perating the illuMrio^ lamily, whom ycfti have 
irreparably disgraced, and cease to e|(erish> a 
Jacious hope of M^ithstan^ing the*weigMl^of guilt 
by 'ithich your ssottscbnce is oppressed j or df 
eluding the mass of evidence by which that guilt 
can be moat mtisfactorily proved. > ' 

i can no k4ger douht4|iy 

'baseniWli^On H>M>-^t; but it is Beneath fne to 

abjed/. ^'Thavillofrshouldttt 
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thus plqnge 4agg^r$ into the Ina^ hft$t 

qnd*cheri$kesd thee» evinces n.<iegn^,of; 
4e{vavity that prepare^ me to expect at tby^ 
hands every possible violation of justice. Fatb^ 
of mercy ! looi^down with pity and compassimi, 
for 1 am encompassed round about with roaring 
waters, and with foes subtle as the serpent and 
savage as the tiger ! ‘ 1 have none to help mCir « 

‘ none to^save !’ Yet, even thou art not in thy 
heart my enemy. Von H — 1 — ^t. Poverty is a 
g^eat stimulant and conductor to crime! My 
oppressors singled thee out as a fit engine to aid. 
their odious jp'ojects, and thou hadst not virtue 
to resist temptation. 1 had no secret to. intrust 
thee with, and thou meritest no reproach as 
having betrayed me ; but thou hast degraded 
nature, and rendered thy name for ever 
infamons I The Prince whom now thou seryest 
sphrns thy mercenary idolatry. Thou hp^t, in 
thy writings and former speeches, lavished w 
gross flattery on, my name iip the insults of. 
this day t|ge cruel and most cowardly.,,, Qy 
this * he$t o/^rincea\ thou art intensely de^ 
spised ; and even the caiti|^', by whom he in 
su^rgn^d^d and deceived, look on thee with'd^t 
rision and scorn I— rtLook' into mine eyefc mwe-> 
];a|do lemi 1 A'|^hy,thns»a'vert; thine ' 1 am 
no hasih^tm^X amigpiy a desolalje ,w#inWR> niK 
sU® cQnsph[nt9PPt>midfles«^- 
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vttied from my infants ; but I Am armed so strong 
ib'donscious innocence, that thou, proud reptile, 
art but as a worm in my path, which I -trould 
not crush, however loathsome its aspect. 

** The Prince, whom I blush to own as a hus- 
band, and of whose power and depravity 1 am 
the victim, obtained me in marriage for the sake 
6f uniting the dominions of our common an- 
cestors. The means that were used to obtain 
this end were as vile as his treatment of me, after 
I had been dragged from my native home to 
HanoVer, was indelicate, insulting, and degrad- 
ing. My husband. Sir, lived, as you well know, 
in a seraglio : accustomed to the most abandoned 
of women, he believed every woman as polluted 
as his harlots. He forced those wretches into 
my presence j he sti^ove to make them my com- 
panions : when I spurned the indignity, he en*v 
powered them to mock and insult me. Pride 
and modesty equally forbid my describing the 
polluted revels which 1 have been forced to 
witness. My days were steeped in sorrow, my 
liigfats were paSsed in tears. The greater was 
my patience, the more outrageous grew'Uhe 
wrongs he heaped upon me. Not only was my 
hef^ undermined, but my manners and murals 
iUMM’ dkposOd worst contagion of vicious 

MMhuple^J The niore I retired, as it were, IVom 

ttlyvowu: court, 'thf^^cldser'conthltiiyinatioir followed 
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at rt/f heels ; and tny unfeeling' rhushand ^as» 
in tbe preseivce of his harlots, struck me with 
sayage fury, dragged me by my hair, and dathed 
me oft the floor at their feet, as they stood, like 
fiends, malignaVitly revelling in my sufferings! 
God, that impels all his creatures to shun whaf; 
is baleful (as that unerring test my conscience 
tells me), approves the flight 1 meditated 
from that mtklern Sodom and Gomorrah, ^nd 
under such mighty wrongs as 1 have had to 
encounter, thou, Von H — 1 — t, seekest, in ad- 
versity, thy generous, unsuspecting, confiding 
benefactress, not to offer any aid in defence of 
her honour, but to insult, to vilify, to humble 
her with the harlots who reign in lier court, and 
riot in her bed I And is it thus, wretched mtin i 
that presuming on unmerited misfortune, you 
dare traduce the heiress of Gelle— a descendant 
of Henry the Lion, and of that Duchess of Ba- 
varia whose wit and courage saved her husband 
and bis whole court I Von Hw-l — ^t, I tee^hou 
art but half a- villain ! Nature is still too pow^Vi> 
ful for art. Thou dissemblest for gain. Look 
at me. Sir I and think of my many wnoi^gk 
Answer me truly, 1 implore thee, but one litfld 
question. Grant me this one good/ ^nd 1 *ariH 
forgive ev^y evil thou hast showered upon 
1 *ff Von Jcr*“4T-<rr*-Pwncess» I ^lot tWofdfons 
•Bon^r yon holfom me I If thfs qnostiont ona/be 
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aipyered ^without ^vialating my duty, or dis- 
Kfowing my belief of your gnilt, I will fiith-r 
fully reply to wbatever yon may ask. 

J3em«to}^<*-^eware, Sir, what you conbede ! 
V I^rmcess Sophia. *^Mzrk, how much the 
perfidious minion is alarmed! — In the sacred 
«iame of a virtuous and a distressed mother, i 
coi\jure you to tell me truly the state of my 
infants? Conceal nothing, palliate nothing! 
whatever may have been the fate of those lovely 
inufooents, communicate it! render this* act of 
at<mainent, ^and. X will forgive every wrdng, 
every falsehood uttered by thee! 

yon H — I — t . — They live and arc well, 
Princees. It depends on yourself if they remaih 
entidrd to their rank as children of the^Elec- 
IpTfUl Prince, or be degraded as the spurious isistae 
faithless, wanton woman. ' < 4*^ 

*4^n»ceis Sopkia.~-Yoxi might havespathd this 
la^i.fmtrage. Von H — 1 — t. Go hence, Sir, back 
^;tl^.widred adulterer, and teU Gborge Lewis, 
altibouglv^he is my deadly foe, and his father, 
lue is my denunciator and my 
and absolute master of the venal a^d 
corrupt lawyers by whom my cause is to be 
de^od, tell hiakd 8ay> that he daUls uot'kaffer 
ftff«nsfar,.>asi{^hnve n legal right to do, my 
jbif .ppMdted tribunals^ tb the Imperial 
idwpot riiat so VtiioUs 



y oF>-nims!in0K. * lOj; 

liaab^Q so feraoiouBadtibflb^aidy lii 

trfiapmwi pt iti^<that all >his m1>oi<£ie<i ttgtftits, 
all his fabricatod .proofs^ xvould fail; alxd’ h^ 
ivo^ld ;staiid exposed to the ban of the lempire. 
l^e^l thi^llnaa my life is in his hands, and, as* he 
blasted it| spring, and steeped my joathfcd 
dayain misesyf; would be charity to put mb' 16 
death, I woufd bare my bosom to the knife, 
and die unresistingly^ and without‘*'murmur, 
were 1 sure my infants are removed from Ha- 
nover, ^nd safe under the care of my mother. 
T^Us may. the Electoral -Prince divorce me! 
But into a compromise I will never enten ' I 
have, it is too true, no friend but God! but 
having him* 1 am richer in a dungeon, than my 
wicked husband at the zenith of his fortuiie* I 
ablor as you see, to brave his utmost maHeb, 
and defy his lawless power. Innocence is to me 
A moi% pleasing companion in a dungeon, ' than 
the consciousness of guilt would be if sittfUg an 
a throne. Even now he treiil^es at iriety' ndteel 
Even in tthe midst of his impure 
n^isloring pimps and harlots, who eompesdilfe 
court, he trembles, whilst 1 pity, despise; 
hurl defiance «t bis head. 

,** jiVhat ^further passed wasxihiefl^ repetitioifit 
The necessity of applying tfaekack witodkfthfclly 
idlvdedl^< Th/»p.have racked my smfhtfli^eMy 
tp thpt de^pcbb» dMNbeir worst balily 
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trill feel lights in comp^irison with the mental 
tortures 'the vengeful fiends have already in- 
flicted. Let them come ; God, in his infinite 
goodness, will sustain me under its operation ! 

“ Soon after this interview, Bothman and 
Von H — 1 — t arrived ; the latter misci'eant thul; 
spoke to me : — ‘ I was yesterday at the Ducal 
‘ Palace, in Celle*, Madam. I saw your chil* 

* dren in luxurious good health and spirits ; as 
‘ also the Duke and Duchess. Your little ones f 
‘ fondly asked after you ; whither you were gone, 

* why you stpyed so long, and when you would 

* return to them ? I was sensibly touched ! Ma- 
‘ dam, I see how powerfully the narrative affects 

* your maternal heart.’ 

** Princess Sophia. — Proceed, Sir; reserve 
yonr pity for your master ; be brief. A knavish 
lawyer is always prolix in proportion ns his 
canse is a bad one, his object infamous, and his 
fee ample ! 

4_«JJ _! U 1 

Cette,' oT Zell, the same city, dUferently spelt. 

'' f This expressidn is not that which T should hare ehotiCtk ; 
it if ioe literal a version of a German, on rather of a low 
Dutch idiom, then very preraleut m Hanover^ whereby dimi- 
niUivef are used to show the utmost degrc«'ti^ ten^em^ and 
affection. If a putchffiaa were as tall ah tl^Vamous giant 
tiutiah, and as fat lis Dahiel Lambert, hts' children wodNl 
WiSh, or'eff him, iiyn ^hlirfdt i. 

!pdketi ' ^ 
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>'« Your ciiildi^n/ Madam! 

thhik of them-, and spare y6ar wit ! Your-fiitfaeF, 
aHhongh a hero, and accustomed, in his vioto* 
rions Career, to scenes of human misery, could 
scarcely refrain from tears; your mother, the 
Duchess, hid her face and wept. — The Duke and 
Duchess did me Ihe honour to take my opinion 
(knowing how 'greatly I had once been your- 
friend), to consult me as to your present and 
future destiny. Your father’s motto is, * Do 
* justice^ and leave the rest to Heaven;' your 
mother was less stern, but each renounced yOu! 

** Princess Sophia . — And are my children safe 
at Celle, and under my mother’s care ? 

“ Von H — I — t . — They are at present : how 
long they may remain depends upon yourself. 

« Princess Sophia . — And they askede when 
their mother would return to press them to her 
bosom, and lavish on them her fondest, tenderest 
caresses ! Ah ! miserable mother ? never shalt 
Ihou see them more ! — never! never! But their 
God, that has caused their removal from a den 
ofrlewdness, will preserve them. I hail this 
event as a token from heaven that my prayers 
are heard ! A? * hkve further to ask, is to make 
manifesf n^Mjpbd^nce, and I feel mentally as- 
suref^, even that mark of DivinCj. favour 
win fiot be for .withheld. . i can nqw mcift 
death without terrbr, and endur||,the rack wiihv 
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rogaJing thp ears of my to^orers with a,w^r4*i 
of supplication, and, if possible, without a groan,! 

** 5o#AwMwi,-~Your father has renounced you, 
for ever, and left you wholly at your injured 
husband’s disposal : be wise, and capitulate. 

tt Princess Sophia. — My father 1 will not 
Uame. Unhappy parent 1 how terrible would 
be his pangs were he conscious of the horrid de- 
ceptions of which he is the dupe! Beware of 
his vengeance, miscreants! should that film be 
remove^ which your crimes have create^, it 
WQhld be? merciful were Heaven to allow hin]\,,tor 
dio pnconscious of the injustice he has tolei;uted, 
— ^What have you more to say ? j 

** Bothman.;^lJnder the dreadful pen*<4ty, of a 
pphlic abjuration and malediction, your fiither 
rej[;[uir«s you to atone, as far as may yet be in 
your power, by acknowledging your guilt, dis- 
solving your marriage, and retiring for ever 
from the Electorate I On these conditions, and 
no other, a liberal revenue is to be assigned you. 
His Serene Highness, your father, has seen the 
letters found in .your possession, and also op the 
person of the adulterer: he was petrified with 
hprror, not more at your licentious passion for the 
dec^ised traitor, tjfian your enormoua ^oke^eas 
¥^>4epying .thus youjc guilt. 

Unhappy, np^e-hearted 
.||^<ent] hpw tefrih^y art thou deceived by those 
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by d^e))ti<mV i6b*Ville W 
bb'Hikiidej’stbdcl 61f credited'by aby a{)ri^hty'b'(^ii68^ 
maA!— What’ said my ddds*, tinfbrtunate idbtW? 
^od' bannot pain me mc^lRe than you already have. 
Go on ; I wish to hear all that you hate to sayi’^^ 
** Bothimn . — ^Your august mother, with your 
anglist father's permission, sent you this not^ 
(handing it to the Princess). 

** Princess Sophia (Reading it aloud) — ' 

‘ 'Ri^Duchess of Celle, too fully convinced of 

* thsd criminality of her daughter, the l!le6t<!^t 
‘Princess, supplicates her to cease offending 
‘ heaven and aggravating her guilt, by audacious 

* appeals to the Almighty. The nlatemal bosom 
‘ of the Duchess is torn 'with sliame Snd sorrow 
‘ at the depravity ^f her chil.d, whom she dan do 

* iriore receive ; but for whbm, in pity for hdt* 
‘'idifferings, and in hope of her refomiation, she 
“^ill procure an agreeable solitude in the SoUtH b¥ 
‘ France, where the busy tdhgue of hialice shall 
‘^liot Assail her; apd if Sophia Dorothea vftit 
‘^agfrtie to quit a country she has dishonoured, 

fendly she has made miserable, het 

take 'chkr^O of the children, dhd'‘petfdrhC 
^«*h ^detnOss 'and liftbounded* aifeB«dh' ’ d* 
‘ mother’s duty towards thenO'. 

‘^yieTdfrig' to'^ nirttdHAMdceslshib^i^niriiW 
‘ >tTte ’ fc6toiiVWihtleSjf,«d«i 
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* the claims of a tdfe j when, sorroK^iil ftD* n 

* mother to write ! after she has played the hatlof, 

* and thereby forfeited her. rights, she may escape 
‘ perpetual and severe confinement, .^and save her 

* parents the bitter disgrace of a public process! 
‘ The determination of the Princess is rei^tlired 
i without delay : her destiny depends upon it.’ 

** And this infernal scrawl, villain! you’diire 
to tell me was written by my beloved and^^^c- 
tionate mother, and sent to m5 by yo^C^^ou 
dare assert thia! ■ 

“ Bothman.—l saw her write it, 
saw her tears fall copiously upon the 
composed its lil^'. * j 

“ Princess Sophia . ! you are d fhlse 
traitor and a liar*! never did my dear molar’s 
hand trace one of thase letters. It is anotWi# of 
your own vile forgeries. Monster ! go thy way. 



* The violence of this exclauialj^n indicates, v^at tho 
Journal does not state, numdy, that some secret marl had been 
previously agreed upon between the Duciress and her child, per- 
l%aps years previoilsly, to prevent either‘being upon by 

forged letters. When Gustavos the Third of Sweden; end his 
brother Charles, late King of Sweden, sejaTate4 for tjie Ispt 
tiiUP, previoiw to the revolution of 1772 being attei 3 opte<|^thyy 
broke a dollar in two, and with the first news of the day being 
Med in Stockholm for the great attempt, that half dollar was to 
% soiitwith*the<Ji#p4tches to Duke CharlSK^ 
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Wretch I go back to the insidious 
tyrant by whom thou art employed: tell him, 
that although the character of the letters are ably 
imitated, 1 know it to be an infamous FOR>- 
G£]^, and, as it is such, 1 h%ve the co|}solation 
to feel morally convinced and assured, even by 
this criminal deception, of my mother believing 
me innocent ! Her heart^ias long been tortured 
by ^he base' intrigues of the Electress, and her 
widiEied agents ; and she can see and feel, if she 
can^c^l^s she would, avert, the secret hand that 
plagues and mischiefs. Go, then, 
detoB& ^p td detest^ villain ! and announce that 
expedient has failed ! 

“ I felt like an inspir|d pideft^. I forgot my 
dungeon. 1 seemed alksoul, all intellect : — ^the 
rvu^ns mocked, and left me. Whilst my mind 
rettiRined unshattered, and I possessed the means, 
i began this imperfect journal, which 1 shall en- 
deavour to secrete where it shall not be discovered 


by the vigilance of my foes ; in the hope, if I 
‘ should lj|e put to deiith, or should die in my prison, 
it may one day g^o forth to the world. It was 
my mdtiber whose'hand supplied these scanty ma#*' 
terials) and yet she wrote not to me ! Unhappy 
parent l> d^e di|pgt not write, but she furnished me 


witfrthe means of writing ! Ah ! I fdilly ondter- 
t^nd her ! The penalty of supplying me wij& 
pen, ink, orwithp^per; or bringing or ejonyey^ 
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ing of letters — is c/ealA / and even she m^ktpetfhdiii 
Perhaps the adventurous person has been detected 
by whom this essential relief ^o my sorrow has 
been conveyed ; and my persecutors craftily con- 
ceal the^vent, in order to intercept leitersjttif 1 
write any, and should rashly attempt to get them 
conveyed hence. Every day or two, when first I 
was entombed, 1 was^iemoved to an adjoining 
chamber; and the paltry furniture was rum- 
maged or exchanged. In defiance of every pre- 
caution, this Journal may be discoveredeind de- 
stroyed, when perhaps the very last hopes, by 
earthly means, to vindicate my innocence, will 
be lost. This apprehension distresses me more 
than the dreary prospect o^ perpetual confine- 
ment, or the fear of a violent death; and my 
mind at times seems to fail me. O how terrble 
is my state, separated from> and yet so near to, 
all that is dear to me on earth! At times 1 
scarcely know what I say to my persecutors! 
No doubt, as well as forge letters, they also fii- 
bricate false confessions, the more efficiently to 
blast my fame, and incens'' my husband against 
'fme. 

** After an interval, 1 know not how long, as 1 
lay rather slumbering than repos^g, I was sud- 
di^y awoke by Mows on the dow of my ]mso% 
tf^dmunand^ by Long Piet to arise, as till 
j^fnunviqoners were arrived with authority to yhl 
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ifl stiH remained obdtifwle. t had 
be^> in in-7>dreams» revdiingf^witb my dhi^rafi^ 
aaid receiving* theil* fond'ciiressea, just when-l'wa* 
awoke', as I thought^- to. suffer pains worse thaii 
death. The light of a gloomy lamp* enabled ma 
to. hurry on *. i»y garments. In a fevr< minutes 
the assassin Piet, and two assistants, :|,caiBe ; 
bound my wrists, placed a^bandage over'myeyses} 
sat me in an armed chair, and carried me up^ths 
stone' stairs to the Inquisitor’s chamber; ’there 
the Ittfttdage was removed, and I saw the inter«» 
nal .tribunal, to whose cruelty {yid^ injustitset. a 
merciless husband had consigned me.' J 

) table was hung with black cloth; Von 
Piaaten sat as president; the- principal lawyer 
was remarkable for 'his brutal treatinent of^'anl 
amiable Wife, whose days he* was said to ’have 
shortened by his savagi^ humours and general ilU 
trealHunt : the second, his equal in ofBcial<t'a»!k', 
had aiso killed his wife by his imnieasuralde' licea* 
tioii.sn<'s.s; no woman was'safe on whom -he. cast 
a lustfuj eye ; he- had a numerous illegitimate 
progi^jy, all of whom, and his vulgar mistretpie 
too, live<l on the public revenue of a poor, 
^v:erisliedq>eople : the third of these ernftDed fhf- 
fians had a hspu^scraae wife apd lai^ ifemilybfapil 
Jba^ hlsp in .secret^ 'Or fieraglh>.*^.^dainae4ie 
tiase - / Judg^^ilWais 

1 
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Von Plaaten, as I said before, presided, as bei^^ 
the chief of the Elector’s counsellors. I was 
placed at the foot, opposite^ the president. On 
my right-hand side were the inferior agents, all 
masked, and near me the instruments of torture. 
ThE small lancet windows were scarcely, per- 
ceptii^e in the gloom of night. A number of 
old decayed family portraits hung mouldering 
against the walls. Amongst them my eyes fixed 
spontaneously on the masculine figure of the 
heroic wife of Duke Gwelph, of Bavaria! I 
thought that great woman bent her eyes benevo- 
lently on me : it was a mere illusion ; still it gave 
me confidence. Whilst thus my eye wandered 
over the Inquisitors and the room, 1 was called 
to by their secretary to attend to the solemn pro- 
cess then beginning. 

The president of this cabal read a long com- 
mission, in which 1 was arraigned of all ti^ 
mmes indicated in these notes ; the forged letters 
were all tendered to me ; and I was admonished, 
if } persisted in denying the truth of the charges, 
1 was i mme diately to be placed in the hands of 
th^ whose office it was to apply the torture, 
sboth ordinary and extraordinary. 1 heard this 
^.unmoved: 1 feU wholly unawed: a supernatural 
,p^er seemed^^ (Support me qpd to buoy me 
sfrtd— « I deny every imputatipp^wt 
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* S' 6 j)el/ I &tii stiil as mach in (he Goif, 

* and as liable to his protecting attn> as^f it weil^ 
‘living in the Elfecloml ' palace, where 

* riot, and still had that husband fot'ttiJf-shielH 
‘ who is become my deadliest Ibe * Ye ‘^ang of 
‘ midnight thui'det'ers!* continued I, ‘ tJegrn your 
‘ infeMal taSk ’ I ask no mercy ; for merc^it WelK 
‘ not in such foul bosoms; but BEWARti, “fitlst, of 
‘ God’s vengeance, which, sooner or later. Will 
‘ fall U2K)u you ; and, next to the wrath dit'irie, 

‘ tremble at the punishment which my'drfud^ 
‘ father will inflict, whenever the filitt bfe 

■* rSmOved which your artifices have 1:1181 his 

* mental' eyes!’ A smile of contempt' Wai the 
impression I produced. * The prisoner iS'obdh- 
‘ rate,’ said th4 wretch Von Plaateh. ‘ OflltifefJs! 

‘ apply the torture to her hands ’’ 111 an inlttifit, 

the chair in which I sat was wheeled rapidly to- 
wards a table. Or bench, holloWdfl kt the end ; 
and on the board or top was a solrt* of to 

admit ari arm on either side, whiclr4^er4 fjhitdflM. 
down by cords and screws, 1 scarcet^ khe^ ^ff 
I Were hurt by this operatlionj for before til* 
•wedges could be apjflied, ’ which distend 
fingers, and dlslodatC the joints, tHe'tiditif'^of 
horses’ foet, and the sOiti^ bf'bitg'ies, atiihtHlfided 
1^^ arrivsd of 

info, 6f J 

Wtflhtes m f<fiitdii^c&ll^d»oiii^«>iiflfl UMiT 

I 2 
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remained, hiy arms pinioned, my hands exposed, 
SO' that the torturers could break or distend my 
fingers and my thumbs. Further along I saw 
the larger screws, which my tormentors told me 
were hereafter to be applied, in case of confirtified 
obduracy, to ci’ush the elbow joints ! I 
dered involuntarily, and prayed aloud to the Al- 
mighty to enable me to endure all their tortures 
without allowing its agony to force me, either to 
accuse any innocent person of crimes, or to’con- 
fess that of which I had^ never been gAilty. I 
cried aloud — ‘ Oh, God! who beholdeth these in- 


struments of torture, and these wicked meit by 

* whom I arn surrounded ; hear my solemn dis- 
‘ avowal of the crime of adultery ! Deal with me, 

* Thou, whose arm none can shorten or elud^as 

* I am guilty or innocent ! Before thy throne I 

* bow myself down, and, as a dying sinner who 
‘ hopeth for mercy through thy grace alone, I 
‘ implore thee, at thy own good time, to make 

* manifest my innocence, -nd always bless and 

* protect iny children and parents, and forgive 
‘ my persecutoju.’ — As I uttered this- prayer in 


a firm, sonorous tone, I felt my heart dilated, my 
courage renovated: the Inquisitors appeared 
daunted, and looked at each other ih silCnt 
8j|toishipeut and apj^irent dismay,;^*.Perhap!s,’ 
t fathef has detected^ ^^il^ltoes! 

r sof pre^re instant pudisetetea#^ .Yoii''‘kte 
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^ murderiag' his innoceut child upon his territory, 
^ end in his own castle!’ — Their inqpietqde, in- 
creased at this address, and* the reptile Von 
H— 1 — t visibly shook, so lively were the terrors 
oLthat caitiff. Stilly my arms were confined 
• ^||mhin the iyon grooves of the rack, and the pain 
1 sufi’ered was not small j but the terror so visi- 
ble among the instruments of guilty vengeance, 
inspired new courage and fortitude ; and I sur- 
veyed them with ineffable scorn and calm con- 
tempt. » , ^ 

“ In that state I was left full a quarter of an 
iiour^ when the chief of the court blood-hounds, 
Yon t^laaten, returned, llis looks plainly be^ 
spoke the heavy chagrin that preyed on h^s black 
heart. At hi^ side was a military officer of )ugh 
rank, whose tall stature, and lofty port, an- 
nounced my honoured father’s trustiest friend 

and old companion in arms, Major-General . 

“ Advancing to the tribunal, he said, in a, voice 
of command — ‘ Your authority is *dissolved — 

‘ your commissiou revoked — release the Princess 
‘ instantly! Well js it for you ^11 you have gope 
‘ no farther ; and a tbul disgrace it is that^ou 
.VhayiS gone thus far!’ I looked at the brave 
,,y^Rrripf, and at the horrid machine into which 
" ^y jim^s were^^^ed. His manly bosot^ swj^ed 
, as l^e^said,^ ^ wb- 

c M- .o^dient mutes 
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leasedf Prinress, I odrae from tho Duke, 

‘ your father, my noble and generous master. 

* By bis command you are released from the 
‘ Tttfk. ‘ Your affectionate mother discovered this 

* horrid project, and throwing herself on 
‘ knees, iimplored your father to sav^ you. 

* ture prevailed : you are not to be torture 

‘ not insulted ; but I grieve to say, your sentence 
‘ of perpetual imprisonment remains unchanged !’ 
As the veteran spoke, his voice faltered, and a 
tear glistened in his expre&sive eye. . « 

“ I said, ‘ General ! your sympathy is -dearer 

* to my bleeding heart than exemption from the 

* rack, and from the future insolence of those 

* vile miscreants, on whom the stroke of ven- 
‘ geance will yet alight ! You are a man of 
*'hoUouf; on your word T dare rely: tell me, 

* then, I conjure yOu, arc my children alive and 

* well, and under my beloved mother’s care ? 

* Are they removed from the impure court of 

* fheir ^trulll 'father, by whom their mother’s ruin 
*'haisi 'been^ accomplished? Oh! in pity to ia 

* mother’s pungj^, whose heart is breaking with 

* agonizing suspense, answer me!’ 

“ General, — ‘iGod knows, my Princess, how 
‘ truly I pity your siid condition. On my honour, 

* ^dier and as a man, I teU you truly, that 

children are- both in high heedth at Zell, 
the imoiedittto care of the Duofaess, your 
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* mother. 1 dare not say more. All communi- 

* ration is forbidden on pain of dij^tb, except 

* sanctioned by your husband’s authority. Adieu, 

* Princess ! There are thousands who beliere you 

* innocent, and who hope, with me, if you ate* 
' *^sely ac(jased, that your Prince and family 

* may soon be undeceived, and the sword of 

* justice yet strike your accusers.’ 

** As he spake this, he bowed profoundly to 
me, and retired without saying a word more to 
the cnKiged inquisitors. 1 was so shaken by 
condieting passions, 1 could scarcely speak i but, 
mustering all the contempt and scorn 1 could 
throw into my features, I said to Von Plaaten, 

* Tremble, miscreant ! the hand of God has re* 

' leased me from the rack, and will yet crush 

* thee, and these thy vile accomplices ! Lead me 
‘ back to my prison-room, where, next to tfie 

* felicity of being restored to my honour and 
‘ family, my greatest happiness will be to reflect 

* on this providential defeat of thy hellish plots/ 
He made no reply. All was snllen silence as I te- 
tumed to my prison, where I sunk on my knees, 
and poured forth the effusions of a gi’ateful 
heart to the God by whom 1 had been thus 
miraculously delivered*,” 

^ ,..i I .1* . M ■■ I ^ * — ■ — r ■ I '-i m ii.i (li * * 

* It a/oA be Admitted »faat tbe abore scene is dr> a ro- 

iinaatic sppeyirs su?pido«»> wbotrer 
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The next portion of this , publication, is of a 
ld!ss iiiterey;ing character than the preceding^, 
but more decidedly authentic. It displays the 
torrent of depravity let in upon this country 
'with the imported Court of Hanover, pourti'ayed 
by a wretched being', who had basel)' betra 
his native country to accelerate the introduction 
of an union with England, •and the establish- 
ment on the throne of the Electress Sophia, and 
her progeny. 

This unhappy man (Ker of Kersland^, after 
all his intrigues to serve George the First, was 
deserted and .left to suffer under the united 
calamities of old age, jx)verty, and deep disgrace. 
Nor can it be denied that he had merited his 
fate, which I’ealized the Milanese proverb lately 
quoted, for after having served a court, he ‘ died 
* upon strOtv.' The picture he draws of the 
corrupt practices of the imported minions and 
harlots, displays a mass of political coi-ruption, 
that has ne^r j^een exceeded in the Court of 
England at anyperiod of its annals. 


the conduct of the Duke of Zell towa'rds his dau^ter, as de> 
scribed iu Home Truths, Par^I., will perceive no ’bar to its 
credibility, either in the act of cruelty meditated, or the re- 
ser^ conduct of the General efiected her deliverance. 


PART IV. 


TUC 

SECRET HISTORY 

OF Tlir, CORRUPT PRACTICES OF THE 

DUCIIES'S OF KENDAL, 

ANDTHl PRIVITF F WOURITES OF THE FIRST, 

Illustid(i\|p uf 111 Morals and Maiiners of the Rritlsh Court, fhoiK the 
\ma»i)u of (leoi^t tlie f irst, till the end of hib Reigu. 


From this Prince’s court (Hesse Cassel*), I 
directed iiiy journey to Hanover, taking Lambs- 
hriiig lu my way, where there is a convent of 
English tnonks ; and there I met ifwth a very 
* aged, worthy, and harmless gentleman ^ a Sir 
Thomas Gascoigne, a person of more integrity 
and piety than to be guilty, ev|n ia -thought, of 
whaf miscreants wrote against him in the licen- 
^ tiefns time of plotting; the Lord Abbot, and 
several of tte monks. I had seen there for- 
merly4;^ 


* Memoirs of John Ker^sq. of Kersland, 2 Volsi Octavo^ 
fublibhed Londoa, ] 727. 
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V I love. not that religion, which, instead of 
exalting, destroys the principles of morality. 
I have met with honest men of all peMniasions, 
even Turks and Jews, who in their lives and 
manners, have far exceeded many of our 
tbusiastic professors at home, and whenever this 
happened, 1 could not forbear to love the men 
without embracing their religion, for which 
they themselves have to account to their great 
Master and Judge.” ♦ 

The Court of Hanover makes another kind 
of figure than that of Cassel, it being the court 
of a greater Prince, who is Bishop of Osnaburg, 
Duke of Brunswick, Lunenburg, Hanover, &c. 
Here 1 had the honour to kiss the bands of the 
I^incess Royal, Sophia, youngest sister to the 
late Prince Rupert. Her Highness has the 
ehmcter of the merry debonaire, Princess of 
Germany, a lady of extraordinary virtue and 
accomplishments : she is mistress of^he Italian, 
;£'rench, high and low Dutch, and ^hglish lani^ 
guages, which she speaks to perfec|i|;w. Her 
husband has the title of the gentlepiad of Ger*> 
xnanyi a graceful and comely Prince both afoot 
and. horseback ; civil to strangertr beypnd oam- 
pftlcfe > infinitely kind and.^benefidbt to people in 
dialren^ i and known to the IrnrM for a vsdHantM 
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and esperienced soldier. I had the hortourto 
troops, trhicb) without contrdrersyi are 
g'ood men, and commanded by as expert cheers 
as any there are in Europe. Amongst theni' I 
found 'brave steehhand Gordon, colonel of rni 
excellent regiment of horse. Grimes, Hamilton; 
Talbot, nnd others of our king’s subjects# * God 
hath blessed this Prince with a numerous off** 
spring, having six sons, all gallant Princes j of 
whom his two eldest distinguished themselves 
bravelj)* at raising the siege of Vienna, that, as 
an undoubted proof of their valour) they brought 
three Turks home to this court prisoners. His 
eldest swt is nnirried to a most beautiful Princess, 
sole heiress of the Duke of Lunenburg and Zell) 
his eld^t brother; as the lovely Princess, his 
daughter, is lately married to the Electoral 
Prince of Brandenburg. He is a g^cions Prince 
to his people, and fceepxa very splendid court, 
having in his stables, for the use of himself and 
children, no less than fifty >two sets of'ooaeli> 
hosnes. Hd himself is a Luthbran ; but, as hfe 
8ubjects'4|re Christians of difierent persuaaioiu^ 
ms^i andtamle of them Jews too, so botlBim 
kis' coilrtTafid army he entertaibs gentlemeiswef 
iuuious opinions and countries, as /fia/umiwbliots, 
and gentlemailir that Wve him, and many 6alh 
Nrioirt' French bfilibiirt' neither ib fae\so UgMod 



124 


ANECDOTES OF THE 


in his religion, but that he and his children go 
many times to church with the Princess, who is 
a Calvinist, and join with her in her devotion.^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ - 4 ^ *^ 

* ^ ^ ^ To T|^ 

From this Prince’s court I went tOk.5^'11, the 
residence of the Duke, the elder brother tJi'Ihe 
family. This prince is called the niigh|y Nim- 
rod, because of the great delig^lit he...tnkes in 
horses and dogs, and hunting. He did me the 
hidmour to let me see his stables, wherein he 
keeps three hundred and seventy horses,rniosJ of 
them English, %r of English breed. His dogs, 
which are also English, are, so many, t)iat with 
great care they are quartered in several apart- 
ments, according to their kind and quality, 
there being a large office, like , a brewhouse, em- 
ployed for boiling of jandt and corn for them. 
It is this valiant Prince wlio took Treves froip 
the French, and made the Marshul de Crequi 
prisoner. He is extremely obliging to stftingeis, 
And hath several brave Scotch officers in his pay, 
,as Major-General Erskine, Graham, ' Coleman, 
Hamilton, Melvin, and others. His Lieutenagt- 
General is one Qhavot, a Protestant of Alsatia, 
an excellent and, experienced commander ; who 
did me the honour to treat me ^-ee <^ys at his 
hfGfttse; where with all his Scpttilh and English 
officers whom he had invited, we liberally drank 
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to the health of our present King'*, having, as 
he told us, served under his Majesty, vrhen Duke 
o® York, both in France and Flandirs, where 
he gained the reputation both for skill and 
oopdifd^ in the wars, not bnly from Marshal 
Tk^n, a competent judge, but also from all 
other ^ne^ral persons who bad the honour to 
know hiln, tfiat fu,me hath made better known 
to the world, than the eneominm which thdt 
geperous gentleman ingenuously gave, and whftS^i 
here I* spare to relate. T shall add no more 
concerning this Prince, his officers, hnd country ; 
but that he, with the other two Princes of the 
house of Lunenburg, Hanover, and Wolfem- 
buttel, can, upon occasion, bring into the field 
thirty-six thousand soldiers, whom they keep in 
constant pay, and such men as I never saw better 
in mv life.” 


* Mr. Ker, Consul at Amsterdam, wrote this Journal dur- 
ing the reign of James the Second. Mr. Ker seems to have 
been a complete courtier ; his Princes are all wise, brave, and 
patriotic ; his Princesses fair and virtuous ! He takes* es^ificikl 
care to notice Liedtenant-General Charet, who entertained oiir 
Scottish tourist three days at his house ! Surely Sir John Carr 
read this t|prk 
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Extract: MemMrs of John Ker, Esq,, Vot. 

Part I. p. 88, ^c. 

“ The last night I was there (Vicnnci), Mon- 
sieuH de Leibnitz did me the favour to sap h^th 
me, and gave me a letter to her Royal Highnfes, 
now Princess of Wales (afterwards QUeen of 
England — Caroline) ; one to Baron Berrrtrtorff j 
some others to the Hanoverian ministers^ he 
gave to my interpreter. We sat some Ifours to- 
gether, and he took his leave with real marks of 

sincere affection and resqiect.” * * * 

* *■ * ♦ * * * 

I took post for Hanover, where J arrived in 
July, 1714, and a little after the deitffi of that 
most excellent Princess the late Electress Sophia. 
I was presented to the Elector, now his present 
Majesty (George the First), and afterwards to 
her Royal Highness, now Princess of Wales, 
with H^^onsieur de Leibnitz’s letter, which she 
received very graciyously, as they both did me. 
She told me that slie had seen the 'papers 1 had 
sent to the latfe Electrc&s, whidh Find procured 
me her particular respects. 

**^1 want words to express the '"winning, easy, 
l^havipur, nnd sTyeet good temper of her 
Royal Highness at that tim^.tO!>faU our country^ 
men, particularly to myself. I told her of aR 
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my proceedings at Vienna, and of the good dis- 
position I left the Emperor in towards the Wes' 
c^ion of the illustrious House of Hanover to 
the British crown ; th^t she ‘would soon hear 
my Lord Middleton, who was going to Vienna 
from the Pretender, would but very indiffe- 
rently rooeived at that court. 

“ 1 shall not trouble the reader with the nn- 
commpn civilities I received then at the court jff 
Hanover, which the English that were there 
testify;* and in return, 1 took all opportunities 
of letting* her Royal Highness know of the 
British affairs in general, and what concerned 
her own family in particular. 

V Baron Bernstorff desired me to draw up 
a memorial, with the substance of the papers 
1 sent to the late Electress*, and my opinion of 
what was proper to be done at that time t<^ 


* It is by no means clearly expressed whom Mr. Ker 
meant. Probably it was the mother of George the First, and 
sister of Prirtce Rupert, who is called the “ merry dehonedtt*^ 
in the preceding; extract. This Baron Bernstorff seem* to baVe^ 
laid (t iraf for Mr. Ker, who was honest eDoagh to food 
council. > He warned Geotge the First to avoid giving ofence 
to his English subjects, by suffering his German officers to in- 
idrfere in their affairs : this gave offence to Bernstorff^ and that 
inffiAnous woman afterWards created Duchess of Kendal, by 
wfaoio manhteatioils Mf,^K0 #Ets utterly ruined knd undon^.-^ 
M 
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pf-eihix the Hanover succession to the English 
crown, which I did accordingly.” * * 

★ ^ * * * ** ^ H: 

With this memorial I proposed^ a method of 
correspondence betwixt Great Britaih and Ha- 
ndVei^j which, when it was presented to, a>id 
p^^sed "by his Electoral Highness, he produced 
and caused it to be read in council: and next 
day he told me at court that he was extremely 
well pleased with it, as also did Baron Bernstorff, 
and Baron GoHz, Chamber President, who com- 
plimented me upon it,” ^ * 

* • * *• * * » * 

“ 'Not long’ after this, through indefatigable 
lal^^f*^d applicatioft,’^r*^‘was attacBfed’?*'hllh 
a fit of sickness, which the'^urt seemed to 
.fie* sorry for, as they expressed upon several 
occasions. And then came the news of tfic 
Queen’s death (Anne), and Ws Electoral High- 
ness being proclaimed King, upon %bich the 
whole court very se^nably rejoiced j^tand when 
IftreioVered T went^ to kiss hisi' Majesty V hand, 
and c^pgratulated him as follows : 

**1^Y it pleasure your Majesty, _ 

with, ,greMt than^ufness to God, 

km^(0ion^jto tJmt I hmf 


H #6of Ket ! ' U0 Ifidl'tbougltt at tli^tiia> 1 )e 

tlirolvix^asiil^Ule servictii' Villi' ao loDgW watrtfiig, 
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T^ow the honour to kiss your hand us mjy Kiny 
and Sov^eign. I am at a lofs for words fo, Cjr- 
press joy <m this occasion, and wish your 
Majesty a .1^ and happy i^ign over a dutiful 
and obedient people. 

“ His Majesty thanked me, and said, I had 
already proved my sincerity and affection to hipi. 

V 1 next addressed the Princess of Wales in the 
ibllowing words : 

“ May it please your Royal Highness, 

“ i have at last seen the^fjutppy day for p)h\ch 
I have been very often willing to lose my Iffe, apd 
which I have as often ventured upon that aecmmt. 
My joy is so exceedingly great, that fihit^ all 
myj^om' and indwjtrtgis more than 

** Which profiissions of mine I have a most 
convincing proof were entirely credited; for t^|^ 
h^ve taken me at my word ! 

** Her Royal Highness* was pleased to express 


and left mimeably' Jto perish in a gpol ! Yet, such was kb 
late} at'^will presently be seeo, antt such the gratitwla'^ 
thd First \-B4. ^ 

jf^aroline seemf to hafe liad the miserable^ 
hWl^iurs mother her eyes ; pod strove, 


submis^n to avoid a similar destioya 
^liataa (SyH m etoteA,*that ‘‘QaoigelfoSaoodd wal»sr l hd by 
his Queen, apd net by Us mistresteiL Queen Cacoliae iodead 
deeefiritS)^ hrm ^n^nyoyU^ ^#ttentiye ixys ^to hhr 
fausbttp^ that itttt walk throivji ^ ghtdp^ 
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her he^ty thanks, saying, she knerv I had spoken 
from my very Jtmrt, 

** The Kinig jlleased to present me, by the 
hands of Baroq*, Bernstorif, his first minister, 
with a couple of gold medals of some value, 
oufli ^ith his own, and the other with his mo- 
ther’s effigies. Thje Baron told me, his Majesty 
had sent me this present, not as a reward of my 
great services, which were not to be compensated 
,with such trifles, but only as a token of his royal 
Cavoar: but when he came to Great Britain, he 
had smnetbing in view for me of mucli greiiter 
Vfthie — which, indeed, I never yet had.” 

** The English came to Hanover in great 
numbers, it is easily knQ|q^ upon what design 
unid upon all these remarkable accidents { wrote 
. thee following letter to Monsieur de Leibnitz at 
{Vienna : 

“ Sib, S- N. Hanover, August 26th, 1714. 

It is with the extremest pleasure I have the 
'honoui* to congratulate y6u u|ion the* great and 
^ood news of his Majesty’s accession to the crown 
of Great Britain; and being now becomefffiis 
subject, I must not presume to s^ak so freely as 
I did before. ' 

’ .'* 'It will be much for' the Kitt’s sertice, and 

.(Ht.. . I I III Mill l.l I 1 I ■■ ■ .... . 

her ealliag for her cloak, and following ei«PB..wlioa.;flhe 
had a'cold, or otheiWiae indisposed.” — ^Vol/i. p. 
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Ih6 happiness of Qi*eat Britain^ 4hat ^foti iiii. 
stantly l^eave Vienna, and make haste toi^HaheiVeif; 
for by reason of your univ^Wl kubwledg^ 
ticularly of the British nflfairs/ your long tacpe~ 
rience, and great reputation with the King,'y4ti 
are justly entitled, more than any othe# man in 
the world, .to be his ehief eounsellor before be 
goes to England, to whose manners a/nd let!'- 
guage he is but too much a stranger. 

“ Pray pardon me for putting you in >nfiitld 
that tHh success of all great enterprises depetfifts 
much upon the power which gives the firsti mo- 
tion : that one wrong step being made catmot 
easily be retrieved ; and considering the present 
dfvisioiik and anjilMUties in Britain, it Will re- 
qnire uncommon application to extricate him out 
of the difficulties which will unavoidab)y''ath^d 
him, if he takes part with one side more than 
another. 

“ I am sorry to tell you that I find the Hano- 
verian ministers altogether unacqumnted, vi^h 
.our cofmtry afiairs } that even jBernrtor^.ialad 
by the nose by an ignpraht fellow called 
tkmn, whp has nothing to recommend hbiBfhot 
his own private interest, party rage, anddnso- 
lenoe eiu»ag4^do too much* mischief at this cri- 
tical jvmotuw upon which all our- future, happi- 
ness depmda# , {( 

** Pray ekchse this long letter^ end make 
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in the mean tini^, ^>9;^ justice |o 
believ^f that I aiUi with the greatest sincerity 
and re^ipect, Sir, yours, &c. 

' / j“ (Signed) Ker, of KERSI.AND. 

** I likewise wrote to Mr. Fury, to use his en- 
deavm^s with the other (M. I^eibnitz), to make 
im excuse qor delay : but being an old man, and 
not able to make long journeys, he reached not 
Hi^nov^r till three days after the King went for 
Holtq^. It was presumption in me to^eddle 
with nmtters out of my province, and to use 
such freedom with his Majesty, as was necessary 
at that time; would ruin my pretences to his 
favour. But from my sincere^ affectiog for his 
^orsop, and zeal for his glory and happiness of his 
r^ign,, when his Majesty arrived at the Hague, 
l^drew up a second memorial, and gave it to 
^^ron Gortz to lay before the Kin^, which he 
re^,^ {|nd promised to do it very cheerfully, 
washing ^is l^ajesty had many such ipbjects that 
^e^ir^^^ interests more tl^ their onm; and, 
wfu^^ye n^^St ip, England, 1 was to have an ac- 

' * * # * * * * 

"StniJ-D / U J - ' i 

®wbarked for frreat Bri- 

me retinue. Colonel Chichester, brotl^er to ^|ie 
Earl of Dannagald,and Colonel Billingsly, being 
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along^ with me, another gentleman, who seemed 
t(t b&'dhe 01 ^ tl^ cdibpaiiy,- took me^^a^de,^ah^ 
told me he <^me that molding to the Ifi^gile/ 
hot hearing we were gone to Rotterd^il 
our last embarkation, he followed to speak with 
me, being willing to trust himself only to my 
management. ^ 

He said he came from Sar le Due (l^ois le 
Duc^ to niake such discoveries as Very much 
concerned the,’ King’s safety; and assured na'(fe' 
that natters had gone so far in the ^u^^ti^ 
reign in favour of the Pretender^ tha^ sti^fmlre 
were some attempts to be made ; and if 1 'Would 
encourage him, he would a correspondence 
with mev nnd would give a faithfhl account of 
every thfog that should be acted against the in* 
terest of King George. I answered, thdt 1 could 
not then make him any promise, neither Was it 
prudent in me to correspond with him, that'heinff’ 
the secretary of state’s province ; but' as' it might 
be for his Majesty’s service to know ‘what Bis 
enemies weite doing, I told him I Woul^ ifeceiv$ 
his advices from jtoe to time, and would' 
courage him witn all the supplies my prii^te' 
circumstances would allow, till such tiine asltit 
accounts and advices proved to be of any eouse- 
quence to be la^ before the Kihg; 's6 thit4 we ‘ 
both promised and'^kdhahged proper dii^i^onk*' 
anipirtea. ' • ^ 
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'‘"••'When We caine to Loudon, Dr. Brandoiw- 

•i ^ 

hagen gave me the fbl&wibg' tetter from the 
'Worthy Mohaieur De Leiinitz, being ordered t6 
dditfer it with his own hand. 

*V 8l«J fiandver, October 8, 1714. 

- “ I had the, honour of your’s %t Vienna^ which 

Wr. Pltry delivered to me, having «made all the 
di$patch'poasible;'bat the bad weather, and my 
■fldvanfced age, did not permit rim to anive here 

* till Ms Maj^ty was gone. 

** '1 believe he might have been found at the 
_'*Hugue, if 1 had taken post ; but 1 was afraid he 
would have been too mubh crowded to liave 
leisure enough to hearken . to me on so weighty a 
subject, nevertheless I resolve)l^to come to Lon- 

* iSoo', but whether with the Princess, or at some 
hthei' time, I cannot be positive. 

j* '** f am glad you have discharged your duty to 
' yhur king dud country so faithfully^ having read 
a copy of the memorial you, sent, with great 
-jltea^rtf.’ 1 dm entirely of your opinion, and 
llb'Wiy the late Electrcss : I hope nothjing will 
^divert his Majesty from following what is so 

* trii* interest, nor make Mm <cOncdi|l 
With *the party quafrel of and 

/ bdt tdhifipMy {leopte of metit ajid worth 
'hdthout l'^peht'W^thi^ j to be 



panetuMan doio^tjlKtice to.All> ami g^^frously 
rewarding* them who deserve (it. . 

< Leaving, by all ineana^ the ele^i^S'qft |Pi 9 - 
liament to the people’s free choice, 4isc<>urag{h% 
bribery, and such unsuitable practices as have 
been used in formed reigns, which Wiibproduoe 
' an assembly of |;nen of honour u^'^Wortb, who 
will havermothing but the genemlgood'^filho 
*1iation, and other generous things in view« 

1 both wish and hope that^ our 
ministers will never offer to meddle in Svitifh 
affairs, which would not only ^ veX|y ungust in 
itself, but also very reasonably «iake the .JKihg 
lose the affectionsfdf his people. i 

** 1 shall be glad of a constant oorrespmtd- 
ence with youH^Dr. Brandenshagen, an h4past 
£lerman, will receive your letters ) and forward 
them to me under his cover; ypUiWny^eatialy 
trust him : 1 wish 1 may hear good nei^s from 
you, and shall always remain ivith gaoeat alGs«> 
tion and esteem, * .> 

** Your most obedient Servant 
<< (Sijfntd) LniBNjiT^^ 

! >11 yh 

« Baron Qovtz jboltd me hie Mi^jesty ])ft4rfFa» 
ciously received my la^ memm’igl, .,and^af»fflr«4 
line ifxl aslted ICipgfti^'any- 

ae)f« LMedrvnj^ jjlmihii.offwccwifhis 
having told him at Hanover, that he would tali^ 
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par^i^ar cttre wh«a be etmiboir this 8id<ui«'Hi> 
^£i) 9 ttz) likewise pTdsaMdtd teia<faitbfui i^bmt 
a^ent wHth the< Kingi>tO' obtain ’myteei- 

qaest$ <^r hoaasd he a'as omviitbeck his Majbs^y 
could noTW forget my great serviceOt^ atid^ndy 
1 must be so arrogant as to believe that nobody ' 
else ODuld have thought it, till sfntte they t]cfeftifie 
these memoirs. • ' ' > » 

“ Upon this proposal of Baron ‘<Goptz, U con- 
sulted some merchants jn the city, who desired 
me- to {gsk the government of <B^nnndaditin the 
West Indies, irhich^ if obtained, it %fOuld sn.^ 
cwrage them to commence a tjrade which would 
be profitable to the whole nation, as'Well as to* 
themselves, whereas it had hitherto been ohly a 

i. ■“ 

charge. 

**• My) friends, the merchants, easily agreed* to 
all advantages 1 proposed, because they could have 
qa such expectations, but from such a Governor’ 
as had bemi appointed by their advice. 

•* Whereupon 1 drew up a opetition to the 
King, and delivetred it to Baron Gortz, who re- 
ceived >it with abamdance of pleasure, and said, . 
he was glad I had given him an opportunity to 
servo mef that^he would deliver it to his Mthe* 
jesty* and second it with oU his hearts ^ ' 

to Barwv Bemstwff, and- 'told him 
what'I had done, wd doubtii^ to >siioet^^} since 
<Pwaa willing to accept that government as a full 

f 4 
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refcompbncerifovtttll mj tdrviee* atfii I 

had at<loi8erTe hj9Mf9Mt5f hittil^ 
luid'bcen all out vf'my own* pbbketj 
lost Ydyagd'to GermoBy cost me abora a tttiodMIld 
piNtnd, besides aU other chargee. npott'tnanyldieJ> 
'oasktna 

' Bemetewff said he would likewise tieek 
petition, for it was very just. 

** I ' was not o little surprised, wliett I heard 
from a German favourite of the Baron's; Hot 
long' afterwards, that I could not succeed^ Uhleed 
I made Monsieur Sobetham my frien#, tieeauii^ 
be had such prodigious influence with 
that 1 could not expect success another Wttyi ‘ 

1 answered^raotiwithout pessien, >tliat 
sorr^ to find such practices suffered so very 
among the foreign nrinastera, baving*laMly^tisn 
so seasonable an advice to the 
would rather want, nay, renounocK all ''prdlMittd^ 
to a post, than give OIi^e of thein a ffitrthl^. 
gentleman 'replied, that tHe mi- 

nisters; did 'not look upon ^t}mii)^lr^%s71fli^ 
reigners ; *JiMr save,’ ' said'he; * ywt ‘^etAnhi iftjMS ^ 
‘ they are come here only to letarn yoftr^InrtyA^P^ 
'^f''you resblee to keepyditt*'ftumcy,'<^lkpeittti^yf’* 
< it you shall ’ne^er‘'hihe*^tkut 
* mth^as^iay atttyoor ^piktemx^^ 

‘ are very i'imI Ulcilw 

. <i.ji j «». r.. .toiti ti.,i^ ?,{,, iiTim ol *j,Hiiltff.4t;4r 1 
* It is highly probable, that those foreign leeches sold dM 
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And accordingly,’ in ifive days aftef^rds, 
that government vraa given to another 3 ’ dpOft 
which, 1 went to Baron Gortzi ’ who expressed 
the greatest concern for my disap|)ointment; and; 
told rbe'B&rnit^rff and were^ the 'onll^ 

foreigners who interfered in British 'atfid' 

that be found with sorrow it was ’ndt''*to''his 
power to help me, though he well knew hOW 
much I deserved the King’s' favotir and benevo- 
lence. 

Next time I met with Bernstorff, he looked 


with quite another air than he nsed to do, know- 
ing me not to be a man for their purpose*. 

Notwithstanding this* 'treatment, and all 


these disappointments, my affection to his Ma- 
jesty was not the least lessened 3 for 1 contnraed 


all necessary correspondence at my own expense, 


. i 

reversion of places before the Queen was dead; since it is 
clear, np sooner did they set fool on English ground, than^ve 
hundred guineas was fixed as the j ice of the government of 
Bermudas! The Mary Ann Clarice of that day, alias the 
Duchess of Kendfll, no doubt, had a large share of suCh bribes* 

* The cause of^iiU Mr. Ker’«: mWortunes w<s his candour 


^^nd.honesty. Withp«|t forgeu^g interept, itijj c^ear, he 

though more of promoting that of his King and country, : if he 
bed let those matters alone, and become the pander of Bern- 
ini#, Bothman, and the King’s mistresses, he might have be- 
come rich and great^ "and perhaps died a peer cf^ the realm. — 
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with the samfr zeH and (application aa for^ 
marly, and as if f' had enjoyed aU the tokens 
and demonstrations of his royal bounty andj^fe- 
'Voi\r ; for 1 now confess, With sorrow and ahMde, 
^hat ary too fortlrard neal not o^y randeTod>me 
so in&tuated, that 1 not only spent what money 
1 had, hfpt even borrowed large sums from others, 
to prooiu’e advices' which 1 thought so mi^oh for 
the interest of my King and country. 

In my correspondence, 1 was informed of 
sevend material designs against the government, 
particularly from the gentleman 1 njiet atllottar> 
dam, whom I encouraged with what little -sup'' 
plies 1 could afford, never doubting to be at least 
faithfully refunded. Upon this gentletnan’a sn> 
foiftiatione, 1 was likewise forced to fix a<corres- 
pondenoe with many places in Great BriUdn^ to 
find how his accounts a^eed with theirs, and 
how much they were to be depended on ; for 
they related to matters of very great importanoe, 
\hat wtere upon the anvil at that time in ‘Great 
Britain, in concert with the Court at Bar^ le 
Due. , 14 

“ Having at last got to the perfect uhder- 
standkig of this affain, and fefund it ripetfor dis'^ 
cov^, i wrote4|lb Allowing letter tt>-<Bern« 
storff : — 

4 t 

, “ Sw, • London, 

I think it my duty to acquaint you ^j^iiat 
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there are some things in agitation now {fPtinst 
the government, which, in appearance, will 
come to light very soon. There hath al^ 
been some pains taken to convince 'me that the, 
government hath used me very ill ; and that H 
am deceived, if I expect any grateful return fd^ 
my services ; and that if I go into som'e mea* 
sures and designs that are now forming against 
him, I may have it in my power to retrieve my 
misfortunes, by not only making my peace with 
the Pretender, but many other advantageous 
offers, too long here to trouble you withal, and 
threatening me with rum upon refusal. 

** In spite of all my private resentments, which 
1 may justly conceive against you know whom, 

1 am entirely in his Majesty’s interest, and V^ill 
venture any thing to serve him, if he continues to 
believe 1 am any wa^ qualified fbt 

** I have already engaged several 
ticularly a clergyman, who is willing, upon en> 
couragemenf, to discover some private transac-* 
tions of the cabal, being at the bottom of the 
whole affair. 

** I depend upon your diligence to lay this be- 
fore the King without dela^, which 1 should 
have by no mesins troubled you with, Aad 
not told me that his ^Majesty commanded me to 
mak^^^yod my only dOnfidant lit every ihing of 
tMs kind. Your humble Se^ant,^ ~ 

‘ "Kid; op'lMfesiAND. ' 


ftat end. 
{Arsons, par- 
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^ « 1 gave this letter to a c^irtaia great ,n;iinion 
ef the JB^ron’Sj^r before three other geuijeqifjn, 

^ \v|ip. wijl t^i^tify the truth JPP 9 U occasiou. ‘ 

Thf Parpo’^fnend t(M me^afterwards^ that 
p5ieh^dj,^eliyer^ it into his pwn hands, but had 
np^aflsiy^ef^: I desired him to apply, and pressed 
for his cQuiin^i][ds, whiph he told me he had re- 
q^u^sted pyery d^y? and could uever receive any 
other answer, but that lie would consider of it. 

I was much surprised at these delays in mat* 
ters of such coni^equence; but could find no reas€{ii 
for it, for some time. 

** 1 hope no person will think pe so foolish as 
to imagine that the King's chief minister of Ha- 
nover could be in the Pretender's interest } ^pqr 
do I charge him with it; but the rp^der may^ 
well imagii^fttha^t there wa|,^some reason i^^j 
which I shap lay open, both as to feet and lOpi- 
nion,\in its proper place. ^ i m * » 

. “ I writ him a second letter, and sefit^ ,hi^;|a ^ 
abundance of messages. At last^ he vopc^^^i^^ 
this answer — that he had communicate 
affair tu the lj)uke ,of Montrose, who tol^ |iiin 
there wasj npth>n[g in what J said ; iiqr^ny 
motions pr appearapoe jof an insurreqtjioD^^.as 

“ No^yrit^ts^dlpi 

.riT .'j ufl 00 y .bu^izidt 

* Tju; ny,i^t^]j|pi|));pbs^j|e,pelebrated Bolkmetu^Ed. 
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iMtii man may reckon impudent or inisolent 
enough, in «a few days his Majesty went to the 
House, and acquainted them with the danger 
with which both he and the kingdom werC 
threatened, and demanded the necei^ry supplies^ 
as by the speech will appear. 

Then BernstorfF sent a messenger, desiring me 
to go to tlic Lord Townshend, secretary of state, 
and lay before him what I knew of those matters; 
but it was thei) too late, for the Earl of Mar was 
gone to the Highlands, and the chief men **00 that 
side separated 

<‘.No doubt the reader will think I ought to 
have communicated those advices first of all to 
the British ministry, who, doubtless, were the 
only proper persons to receive them ; but he must 
know, that upon the news coming to Hanover, that 
the Elector was proclaimed King and my receiving 
the medals above mentioned, Baron Bernstorff told 
me he was ordered to desire the continuance of 
my zeal to his Majesty’s person and government; 
and ^faat, whatever I might discover, of conse- 
quence for his interest, should be first of all com- 
municated to him, who was likewise commanded 


£afl of up t|^e staadard of rebellion in favour 

^ exil^^Btuarts pn the 6tb Sfptember, 1715 ; t^ich might 
„^^ye pi[^ented,^ Mr* Ker’a cornimmication bad been 


2 
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to defray all my charges upon that or any other 
account ; which 1 hope will l)e accepted as a good 
reason why 1 proceeded this way, ^hongh I must 
acknowledge, at the same time, it was a groat 
breach of my duty, and a great prejudice done to 
my country ; but the truth is, my affection to the 
K^g» together with my belief that it was his 
special commands (as Bernstorff told me) made 
me both active and passive in many things I have 
.since Imd lei.sure to be ashamed of, and repent. 

** B»t I am weary of this subject, which occa- 
sioned so much blood both in Scotland aftd Engf 
land; which was in a great measure owing to 
Bernstorff ’s* management, and those in concert 
with him ; who, by seizing the Earl of Mar, and 
some others at that time, might have easily pre> 
veitted the rebellion, and consequently the de- 
struction of so many noble families who are now 
suffarers therebv V. 

* * twer;"^’ ♦ .♦ 

** Being thus' 'S' ised and disappointed by 
Bernstorff, 1 ventured to follow his Majfsiy to 
Hanover, and so went to Holland in August, 
171(1.” * * * * * 

* « « * « 

I arrived at HanoVer in the month of No- 
^tttber, 1716, on the tdry ddytho Iktethnious 
Monsieur de lieibbl1ii!''"died, whidh hflie 

into so mueb sorrow and 'j^ef^^tbatl 
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press it. I shall not pretend to the charac- 
ter of this incomparable senatcn*, far more able 
pens have aiE|pdy made dDcomiuipa^upon this 
truly gredt Mm, whose very meritorious fame 
mus^ continue while learnings or ^ world en- 
dpfes ; and therefore.! shall add no more^ than 
lilM^clarei in gratitude to his memory^ that he 
was so much concerned and affected with tbn 
hardsliips I suffered, that "without ipy%fu^w^. 
ledge he ordered a d^bt of » two hundred aadf< 
thirty pounds, whichl.liad contracted Gfr- 
many, to be discharged nut of hia oiim^poffket. , 

1 must confess it afforded me puitter of 
strange reflection, when 1 perceived the little 
regard that was paid to his ashes ,by the Hum- 
veriam ; for he was buried in a few days after 
his decease, more like a robber than what ii^e 
was, the ornament of his country. 

<< When the court retur/iei^^|[ we^ to Baron 
Bemstorff with my^wiemor vho, receiving 
me with abundance ^ civili^^ I told, he would 
thendn he convinced of the services I had per^ 
foduira since his Majesty’s a^es^ion, and that I 
would attend him very sopn to know his p|li^» 
sure. He answered, / should be welcome as 
oJUn as Jphasedf and promised to peruse it. 

j^l^t before I ^rotiirned, I was 8flrpri$ed4o 
,h0ft a gentleman, my, ibfi the memorial I h^d 
presented concerning ^ King of Sweden, had 
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$0 frastrated "ftll my intention, that 1 should 
never receive a farthing* of my cbwg'efl, much 
less for tk^^fpeat’ trouble and paii^I bad taken } 
which I should be convmc€id_ of jkf the Baron’s 
reception of>||ife next time I went to visit hi^. , ' 
**Whereupmi >1 went, immediately, mid mps 
enough 1 was convinced ; for 1 was, byidiil * 
afeHrantSf forced to stand at the doer till he earner 
oat, i^d ^ threw myself in the way, and asked 
hm if that ivas the wtloptm he had promited ? 

* and ii^ Sir,’ said 1, * this be the treatment I am 

* to expect, 0is bat reasonoMe I shauid be, at least 

* reimhCfsed of my expenses / for I have served 

* his Majesty very faiihfully, which I shall nsahe 

* appear in proper time and place ;• therefore, Sir, 

* I demand my money, which, I believe, by your 

* metenSf' hath been so tony unjustly detained from 

‘ me' ’ ' ' 

** He si^ he<woul^ inform the King<j' and 
give me an answer^the next day. , f> ^ 
NotwitbstarAliiig all this fill usage, itt-ww’ 
prevailed upon to 'attend' thisTgreat man^otml 
more, expecting tlie money I bad so » 

re<jfiired ; instead of which he left me abropUyf 
affecting a silent disdain, Avhich 1 really smiled 
at, reflecting^ u|)on bi^ former obsequiDBs iirjmg- 
ing,' Whetf he attended me with the present of 
tlm medals'^hich 'liis><’ifajcttty had henovred me/ 
withal, trhen Bw|it 4 teiwiftefare.^ 
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** I wish that my <couBtrymen could have 
perceived what an alteration the clitmte aMi 
cash of Great ‘Britain ha^K made in%|n. short a 
time ! 

“i Next I wdited on Baron Goite, who was 
a gentleman of integrity and Ijilhour, and told 
him how Bermtorff had served me; which 
troubled him «o much, that he tendered me tds 
good offices, to persuade him (BernstorfF) to do 
me justice ; which d told him would be toitM|lb._ 
purpose ; but if he pleased to tell %e»King I 
had occasion for soiaatnoney h^saH^ disbursed^kln 
his service, to take me home, I would take >«it 
as a singular favour, and as a toke^ ,of tfEe sin- 
cere respect he always exjjressed, for me ; being 
fully satisfied he left no stone uhtuiued to adjust 
matters, for he was heartily a^dnimed^ of Bern- 
storfTs usage ; nevertheless he.ihould Obtain no 
other answer, but that all, British a6atrs were 
to be considered in Britaii|^|| Though in a feOr 
days, one of the clerks ii||^|lh«ii;finance8 brofhght 
me a hundred dollaFh & firespat frs^ tbp 
King. Soon after thitr^* sitent to a Hanaburg 
merchant, who rCad^y ^misented to takea'iiote 
fsr my passagedibme. ■ > ' 

‘‘^he last mentioned present^ilBith the two 
medaH is all that 1 yet received for all 
in|hjiiervtce8, botb>'n4iii^Md§ and abi^d, though 
^Memstorff^ t<d(^4l|||i the .former was 'cmly given 
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irte as an earnfest<if his Majesty^® -ftiture'ftiiours. 
QPbese minute i>articulars 1 should mot have men- 
tioned, h|(Pt>not his si^witaory told abundance of 
people here< that 1 had obtained several sums 
from his Jl^esty out of his Hanoverian trea- 
sury. it’ 

** I took my leave of that court with a firat 
relation never to retorn to it i^pain ; and from 
■^lenc^ I went to tlie Court of Woljembuttle, and 
^Motbat of Rodolf Ludowifk, father to the prer 
sent Biupress : after some 4ihort stay therei 1 
elipat from thelfde to Sdnimilmeg, where 1 em<- 
faacke4^^ England, and arrived in London, 
i7i7;r. ♦ 


i ^ f * * * 

“ After timating jof the pnrchase of the Du- 
-chies of Bremeh and ¥erden, the unfortunate 
emd neg4lk:ted ^litician thus proceeds !«)viz. 
i!!: << 1 ilidU^ dwell '|io longer on this subject than 
4bo observe, that al^|ttle after this new acquistion 
to Hie Electmate i^Jl^miover, there was a squa- 
E^^^Aeneij^hf jfw fitted out, and s^ 
to tlm Baltic to the Swedes, and/h 

pfdjblltmation iMned* M^', l|ihbhibiting our trade 
with them. 1 shall ihrt presuthe to allege >thlit 
the foteignC^hiisters ^Hanoverian) inlhli^ed 
^those motjlattsl* only^ j | |liH iJiap}1ened an aecHent 
do|'thAtllm^<‘whith*iyiMi|i*e such .a 

eupposiHeii}^ vie. Mane^m# ii-oMbitibn 
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tinde with the Swedes was declared, or our 
English merchants knew any thing about i^ 
advices came frorn merchants at Am*- 

slerdam, h^c. to hay up all the SmmKh iron they 
could find, for such a day the proclamation would 
be published, which answere^^Xftctly to the 
foreign advice, and afterwards tl>^' price of iron 
was raised almost '^double what it had been 
before. 

, “ |t was thought strange at that time, and 
gave some uneasiness, that foreigners should reap 
the heneBt of this, which our British merchants 
knew nothing of, till they had bought up all our 
iron, and the proclamation was out; yet the 
foreign merchants knew every step relating to 
this affair, and had sufficient time to reap the 
advantages arising from it.*' 

Alluding to the two beauties, brought ov^ from 
Hanover by (^rge the First, who were created 
British Peei'esm, Mr. Ker writes, 

“ It is well known, and worthy of observation, 
that the Whigs entertained; ^infl not without 
reason, very great fears of the danger^of Great 
Britain from foreig-n counsels; and that the 
whole nation, in a former reign, w^as greatly 
surprised when <mly one fbrei^U lady, viz. the 
Duchess of Portsmouth, was cres^u^ ^ English 
.Pegress, thereby appre^nding she possibly might 
influence that Prince to favour foreig^interesti. 
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And if OM lady in those day«^ was capable^ 
raise 8(u:h jealousies in the minds of British 
subjects, ^ns^t would a Shaftshvry, or the other 
politicians $ those times say, if they now ex> 
isted ? Him ille laeryuMB ! This parallel is a 
pursuit too dadl^rous for any living historian ; 
so that, in cdi^geri with the painter, here, 1 must 
draw a veil.” * ^ 


“ THE SOUTH SEA BUBBLE. 

•I 

i- “ I some nowtto touch^upon a very melancludy 
eubjoct, which I will do briefly, with all possiUll 
leandottr and tenderness ; fur to enlarge upon it, 
and give a full detail of facts, would be too 
dangerous' for me, and give offence, which by all 
means I wish to avoid. v 

The 'South Sea scheme, and the fallacy and 
'fatal consequence of the same^re too fresh in 
memory to be forgotten by any?British subject ; 
that tbere^was a pernkimis and ensnaring design 
. to destroy and impoverish the unthinking part 
of this. Ration, ii^^oo plain, having appeared so 
to thc^ pari lament. 

“Jt is certain that there was a secret and 
wicked desii^^in the contrivance thereof;, and 
^it is as certfdft that there was a 'screen drawn 
. before some g'ross offen^iders ; tor nohe were ex- 
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panned and punished but the directors and servants 
of the South Sea Company ; thoug'h most thinko 
ing* people believed they were 4)01 to^ to others, 
who were never called in question. * ;■ 

“ I shall not aver that any of the Hanoverians 
were in this contrivance, thou|dMlaid ^ people at 
that time strongly suspected ^ for thiir 

reasons that most of those people bought up 
stocks very eaWy when it waadow, and had the 
gooddiirtune to sell out when it was eiglit hundred 
per cent. ; few or none of them were coij|jC riled 
in the stock when it fell. But whetb this 
proceeded from any foreknowledge, or from a 
more extensive capacity than the English were 
possessed of, it is not. in this place proper for 
me to determine 

The torrent of corruption that inundated the 
Court when the Hanoverians alig'bte'^ tliere, 



• A parliatneiitairy inquiry beirtg insdtuted, it appeared that 
in order to procure the bill (South Sea St:uK Bill), wh^se 
operations proved so ruinous to the iration, transfers, of stock 
an immense amount had beenlmaSe.to^rsons in high o0icjia| 
authority, and that t)ie fraudulent impositions of the company 
had been promoted by some members of the cabinet. In this 
nefarious charge implicated Lord Sun jerbind, and Mr. 
Aisl^bie ; and both were immediately disgface^^C. Smithes 
Sngland, Yol. 9, p. 129;^ 
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having’ infected every department of the state^ 
and extending downwards from the Lord Chan< 
cellor to th||pettiest otficers, all manner of places, 
titles, &c. beihg put up to sale by the llanove« 
rian concubines, and their male agents ; disorder 
and di8gr^bs*<||K^d at its height, attracted all 
eyi^, and rajlya ^rtial reform took place, when 
Mr. Walpole, on the death of that wicked mi- 
nister, the Earl Of SunderIand,^*Vas placed at 
the helm of British affairs.” Speaking of^hese 
changes, Mr. Ker observes, 

“ So soott as this truly great mini.ster (Wal- 
pole!), had it in his power to serve his country, 
he immediately, w ith the most prudent conduct, 
heroic British spirit, applied himself to remedy, 
.and put a stop to the base encroachments I liave 
mentioned ; M'hich, in .ail appearance, would 
soon have overflowed and destroyed, as they had 
already lessened and weakened jJjjyn the opinion 
of our neighl )uring kingdoms states. 

“ The first step he made in order to accomplish • 
thi^ great and glorious vrork, was to curb and 
k^ep within bounds the insolence of foreigiters j 
which, in a short timer tlfrough the influence of 
his wbolesorne counsel to the King, his master, 
he. eflecte^with a public spirit, and generous 
resolution, '^In si^h a manner, as there has been 
no need since to apply to foreigners of eitbev 
sex for any favour at court j nor any farther 
* 



ANECDOTES OF TfiE 


m 

occasion for their tools >or brokers ; which, for 
some time, has been* a very* beneficial trade ‘to 
those mean ipirils wh^ wonld sto^-Vto it ; then, 
and not tiU then, began the British afiairs to 
take ^uite a different aspect from what they had 
so lately before ; then began t^^^e in^rest of Great 
Britain to be minded in the cabinet; its former - 
splendour to reappear ; and its power to be 
dreaded abroad. 

“ 1 here solemnly protest I do not mention 
this* M'ith any intention of flattery, of Which I 
think myself incapable, but from the true prin- 
ciple of justice, and an unfeigned sense of ditfy, 
that every British subject, who is not biassed by 
prejudice, ought to ipay to faithful miniSliB^ 
who deserve it so well from their King and 
country. 

A word or two to Great Britain, afld I ha^ 
done : I hunil^ conceive the true W'ay to make 
one sensible or a deliverance from danget, and 
create a due thankfulness to the authors of it|^., 

* Some allowance muet in juAtice be made for 
feelings whicb no doubt. filled the bosom of Mr» when he 
saw the mercenary andiShsolent foreigners, by whos^rapacity, 
in common with liis country, he had suffered so mii^h, driven 
with ignominy from tb^ir posts at court ; and as to his opinion 
dE^lViklpole,- iBe charcntter of that man ivas not then fully do* 
54}pei,nr>E4 . ' 
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tQsliew the. greatness of Ihe danger they have 
4 by their means escafSed. *: ^ 

“ I believe 4 might lia^^'.beeti’CQpab^ftohpen 
a scene, thfet woulct^ have answered that end in 
every resj)ect, but I desire t<^ be excused from 
any part tli;^ yro^ld have given oflFence, which 
. I have carefully avoided ; bdt every judicious 
person, that has ftny niemory, is t‘apable of 
making such observations as well, or better than 
I am.” * ; 


# * * * * 

^ Now to give a true state of British affairs, 
when Sir Robert Walpole was placed at the 
helm, which cannot be said to be till after the 
of the Earl of Sunderland, would be too 
'^angejous a subject for the pen of any private 
gentleman, who has nothing but truth, and no 
court i^nhaest to support him against the resent- 
ments he would thereby draw^ himself, and 
therefore I, must leave the re^er to his own ^ 
^•ious reviewv” 

^ ^ ^ 

Having finished wliat I have to say upon 
foregoing*snbjects, if I be called to an ac- 
count J^r it, I am ready to undergo and submit 
to the ^will of God ; and whatever my country 
shall detennine either for or against o,ie. / con- 

. i ’V 

fess tJk public would be dt no loss if I were 
and my memory buried, in oblivion, I have 4^ 



154 


ANECDOTES, &C. 


too much of the vilUtny and vanity of this world 
to be longer in hue with it, and own myself 
perfectly weary of it. An(J thougift with St. 
Paul, !l^nhot wish myselI*' accursed, yet I 
think I have courage enough to offer up myself 
as a sacrifice for the welfare of my country. 

“ If I have g^l^en offence in these Memoirs, 
to any one of my own countrymen, 1 shall be 
sorry for it, having endeavoured their service, 
and not to disgust any of them by what I have 
written.” 



PART V. 


PURTrifTER PROOFS 

OF 

CORRUPT PRACTICES 

H IN THE 

COtJRT OF GEORGE THE FIRST. 


“ Robert Walpol,e, Esq. had got a patent 
for the reversion of a .place in the Ctf^toms, for 
his son (Horace Walpole, then a child), which 
Robotliam being informed of, told Mr. Walpole 
he was in terms of di.sj>osing of it to another for 
i!l.500., altid would let Mr. Walpole have it for 
the same sum if he pleased: and upon Mr. Wal- 
pole’s rejecting this proposal with contempt, 
Robothatn resented it so, that Mr. Walpole was 
turned out of his oewn public post, and of all 
favour at Court, even at a time when he was 
about to execute a generous public good, to 

lessen the debts of the nation! ” 

« # ’'V ‘ * » * * 

“It is very well known that Mr. Bothman 
wasa^vourite of the Germans ; so gfreat 'a one, 
that the famous architect. Sir Christoj^er Wren, 
who contrived the stately edifice of St. Paul’s 
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cjtiurcb, and finished it ^n his own time, was 
turned out of his employment, as being master 
of the King’s works, which he had possessed with 
great reputation ever since the Restoration, to 
make *way for this favourite of foreigners : some 
time afterwards, Mr. B. fell under the displeasure 
of the House of Lords; who thereon, in 1719, 
addressed the King to remove and prosecute 
him ; and upon his Majesty’s gracious answer to 
this complaint, he not only ordered the said 
Mr. B. to be removed fi'om his employuKnt, but 
prosecuted according to law. Whereupon none 
doubted but this gentleman was to be brought 
to justice accordingly. But though he was re- 
moved, instead of being prosecuted, he was 
presented with the wharf at Whitehall, worth 
yearly above ;£lo00. for thirty years. * * 

Why do not the foreigners gratify ihexr favour- 
ites privately, so as all the world should not 
know it ? Since they have so many mci^s, even 
their privy, purse in t^eis- hands ? Nql they are^ 
so arrogant, that a public statue must be erected, 
or monument, upon the ruins of jvhat oi^ht tp 
be so dear to every British subj^t, and their 
authority and credit proc^imed by, sound of 
trumiiet, to let all foreign ’;*princes know, that 
th^l^are the on}y, people . to apply tp in 
affair^ pf the utmost consa(|t||^Dca ; thot th^ 
haye ppwer enough to evade; even, 
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parliament, and the Kino’s most gradows an- 
swer'' ^ 

« « * « « « 

** Those foreign gentry are not contented to 
amass immense snms from the sale of pithtic 
posts and offices, but also from the sale of titles 
of honour, as their brokers, running abotlt to 
make bargains for nobility and knighthood, can 
testify ; and I doubt not to prove that they haVfc 
received considerable sums from several of our 
rich vatn glorious subjects, for patents of honour, 
which they have not yet procured, as the Com-, 
missioners of Bankrupts who inspected Sir John 
Hodge's books, have found. 

“ Their avarice does not rest here, but extends 
to our colbnies in America, where they appoint 
and continue some governors at pleasure, not 
only exacting vast sums, but likewise receiving 
the revenues ordered by the public to sup|X)rt 
them,. 'and leaving the people only to the go- 
^ vernors, to be fleeced %t discretion, which occa- 
sions so many dreadful complaiu|.s as are herein- 

befoi^%entioned.” 1721. ^ 

* a' * * _^-» * * 

The imprisonma^t and death of Mr. Kef. 

In consequence ^'bf the honest counsels ‘given 
ito George the Fiitst by this nnfortimate gentle- 
PUm, be itt(^r^dtthh hatred of the knistrb§il4fs 
tird firroafitaa of that illiberal Prince } and thblV 
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malice pursued him to a||risQn, and almost be- 
yond the grave ! Not only did they deprive him 
of the King’s favour, but his justice ; Mr. Ker 
had not only to ccnnplain of disappointed 'hopes, 
that depended on the faith of his King, but he 
was deprived of a debt of £3000, tliat he had ex- 
pended in public services to smooth the way of 
the Elector of Hanover to the crown of Great 
Britain. The Duchess of Kendal opened a nego- 
ciation with Mr. Ker, which ended in an ex- 
officio prosecution ; and ^he law has ndfter since 
been more distorted in any case to suit political 
views, than it was in that in which that infa- 
mous woman was plaintiff. The following let- 
ters, written by Mr. Ker just before his death, 
display a melancholy picture of his feelings and 
situation, viz. : 

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

** My Loro, King’s Bench, 17th June, 1726. 

“ In obedience to your T.ordship’s warrant, I 
have, with the utmost integrity, informed your 
messenger under my hand, that the printing and 
publishing my Memoirs was my own act aiid 
deed, and designed ^olely for my own benel^; ' 

_ It is, my Lord, a duty every man owes him^ 
'sel^« when he is td be 4icrificed *to injustiOe^llP 
itefend his innocence; and^^j^this must be 
ifeite, 1 will do my Own memory justice, eveul^hf- 
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fore 1 4te, in pnbli;^ng the r^ainderof my 
papers. _ 

" Before I committed them to the press, your 
Lordship was informed of tbw contents, and also 
of my intention of insiUribing them to Sir Robert 
Walpole. : • ' 

“ I hope your Lordship will be so goodHhs to 
restore the fifty copies of my book takeftlfrom 
*****, who is not conceiued in ' the afiaiil 
nor any j)erson but < myself. Therefore, my 
fjord,r<?fcuvning you my thanks for former favours, 
and 'assuring myself of an honourable- and just 
treatment from your Lordship, though weak in 
mind and body, but sound in mind and memory. 

“ I remain, 

“ Your Lordship’s most faithful, 

“ and obedient Servant, 

“ Ker, of Kersuanp. 

“ Postscript. 

I hope your Lordship, in compassion to. nay 
.present circdmstances, will not hi me perish, 
wh<N| yoR shall consider tl^t 1 have, run out all 
my '.fortune, in the service of my country^ and 
Iptf Majesty,- who, J ^ sure, is a ^iWger to 
the base and di«h^| | itteable treatment 1 have antt 
'Hriith. I h«ff a speedy ^liksivser. . ..« 
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** His Lordship being' pleased to be silent, five 
days aftei'j t transmitted tjie other. 

“ To my*' Right Honourable Patron, 

(Probably Sir' Robert Walpole.) 

ft 

“ King’s Bench, 2‘2<i June, 1726. 

“ May it please your Honour, 

I was inclined to believe (after having sig- 
nified my intentions to that purpose), that from 
your silence, I had your permission for addressing 
my Memoirs to your Honoin-, as thfey were 
wholly intended for the service of my country. 

“ Your own conduct for the nation’s interest, 
will, I doubt not, justify my integrity herein. 
But greatly have I been snrj>rised to find a war- 
rant issued out, styling my papers seditions, and 
myself examined therein, and fifty copies of my 
book taken away, which I hope your Honour 
will cause to be returned to me. 

“ Permit me. Sir, under a double visitation of 
mind and body, to intreat the favour of knowing 
your pleasure, which is the only satisfaction de- 
sired by your Honour’s unspeakably afflicted 
“ Humble Servant, 

“ (Signed) Ker, of Kersland.” 

Within sixteen days of the date of this letter, 
namely, on the 8th July, 1726, Mt^ Ker died in 
his confinement, aged 52 years, and was hiiried 
on the north side of St. George’s church-yard, 
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in S(^uthwark. Georjge the First died about a 
twelvemonth after Mr. Ker, and the Duchess of 
Kendal, his inexorable foe, driven jpto a forced 
retirement, and unwelcome, obscurity, did not 
long- survive the i^im of her malice and her 
crimes. 





mRT VI. 


THE PRINCESS SOPHIA DOROTHEAS 


“ George the First, while Electoral Pnnce, 
had married his cousin the Princess Dorotheaf , 
only child of the Duke of Zell ; a matclf of con- 
venience to re-unite the dominions of the family. 
Though she was very handsome, the Prince, 
\n^o was extremely amorous, had several tnis- 
tresses j which provocation, and his absence in 
the ailmy of the confederates, probably disposed 
the PrincesS'to indulge some degree ^f cOquetry. 
At that moment arrived at Hanover the famous 
and beautiful Count Konigsmark^, the charms of 


* From^W alpQle’s Reminiscences. 

t Her names were Sophia Dorothea ; but I call her by the 
latter, to distinguish her from the Pnneess Sophia, her mother- 
in-law, on whom the crown of GrfeatRritain was settled.’^ 

X ** Konigsmatk bebifred with great intrepidity, and Was 
Wbunded at a bull fetit in S^n. See Letters frdn Spain of* 
the ContesSe' Dabc^ blotb^ of the boaidi- 

^ mistress 
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whose person ought not to have obliterated the 
memory of his vile nssass^nflion of Mr. Thynne. 
His vanity, the beauty of the Electoral Princess, 
anc^the neglect \inder which he found her, en- 
couraged his presumption to nife.ke his addresses 
to her, hot covertly j and she,' though" believed 
not to have transgressed her duty, did receive 
them too indisl^etly. The old Elector^flamed 
at the insolence of so stigmatized a pretender, 
and ordered him to quit his dominions the next 
day. The Princess, surrounded by women too 
closely connected wUh Jier husband, and conse- 
quently enemies of the lady they injured, was 
persuaded by them to suffer the Count to hiss 
her hand before his abrupt departure ; and ho 
was actually introduced by tl^m iqto hof bed- 
chamber the next morning before she rose. From 
that moment he disappeared ; nor was it known 
what became of him, till on the death of George 
the First, on his son the new King’s first journey 
to Hanover, some alterations in the palace be- 
ing ordered by him, the body of Koniggpmark was 
diSCoveVed under the floor of the Electoral Prin- 
cess’s dresslng-rpon^ ?the Count having proba- 
,,hly ,beens 1 ^gl 9 i}.th§fp^i|jstaqt he lefCher, 
'i(ai]ud hi» tlMd3(,) aecrete4* The discovery .was 
ikcndied ap9;<'>€le(^gwth«i^cond 'iatmated -the 

whd'toW ^ 

my father : but the King was toe i 
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l^mour of his mott|ier to utter it.i(o his mistiselsi. 
QOR did Lady Suffolk jjftver hear of till 1< in-r, 
formed, her of- it several years afterwardsf. The 
disa^earsxice of the Count nloide hia inufdef 
.suspepted>‘ and various reports of theidiscovery 
of his .body have of late yeacs been spread, b^ 
not with the authentic circninstanees. 

The Second George loved" his mother as 
much as he hated his father, and purposed, as., 
was said, had the former survived, to have brought 
her over and declared her Queen Do#ager*., 
Lady Suffolk has told me her surprise, on going 
to the new Queen the morning after’^he news 
arrived of the d^th of George the First, at see-, 
ing. hung up in the Queen’s dressing-room a 
whole length of a lady in royal robes ; and in the 


• “ Ijady Suffolk thou^t he rather would have made 
Regent of Hanover ; and she also told me, that George tb^ 
First had offered to live again with his wife, but she refused, 
unless her pardon were asked publi«*ly. She said what mpst 
affected her was thi# disgrace .that w ould be ,bjppught on her 
children ; and if she were onlj^^rdoned, that would not re-, 
move it. Lady Suffolk thoujght she was fhen divorced,, 
though the divorce was never published^ and 'that’ the old 
Elector consented to his son^f^marrying the Duchess of Ki|ia«J 
dai with^the left bandj^ but it ^ms strange tlmt G^rge the 
First should offer to lire bis 7^^ be di*-^ 

yorce^drom her.^ iPeriap^eorge the viudfcate^ 

his ji)o^er; supposed tUat and W spirited refusal.^’ . 
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bed-*£htuiibe# a jlialf leVigth 'of 'the satfie jierstm, 
neither of w?ii6h Lady Sufl^lk had eVeeseeh* biS- 
fore. The* Prince had kej^t them concealed, ftbt 
darikig to prodtice them dunng the life of’ his 
fhther. The whole leng-th he probably sent tb 
Hanover* ^ the half Jength I have frequently and 
frequently seen in the library of the Princess 
Amelia, ‘-wfio told me it was the portrait of her 
gi'andmother. She bequeathed it, with the other 
pictures of her faintly, to her nephew, the Land* 
grave <Sf Hesse. 

Of the circumstances that ensued on Konigs-* 
mark’s disappearance I am ignorant ; nor am I’ 
acquainted with the* laws of Germany relative to 
divorce or separation t^nov do I know or suppose 


• “ George the Second was scrupjjlously exact in separating 
and keeping m each country whatever belonged to England 
dr Hanover. Lady SufTolk told me, that on bis accession he 
could no', find a knife, foik, and spoon of gold, which liad be* 
longed to Queen AAne, and which he remembered to have* 
seen here at hH^first arrival. Helbund them at Hanover 04 ' 
his first journey thither after heOdme to the crown, and broiij^lit 
them back to England. ]^e could not recollect muqh of 
greater value , for os Queen Ahne’s death, ai)^ in the interval 
before the arrival of the new fai^y, such a clearance haji been 
made he|3Iaj0sty’s jewQif, Ki'og so Astantlj^ 

disfiributei w^tthe^ound afi)OD«r his German favpurites^ 
as Lady told Qneen Catoline never obtained^ ofl 
the late^Queen’s' jewels but one pearl necklace".^ 
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that despotism sind pride alloV the law to irniict 
onr much formality when a sovereign has reason 
or a mind to get "rid of his tvito.‘‘ Perhaps too 
much diffioulty of untying the'Gordian knot of 
matrimony thrown .in the way of an absoloto 
Prince WouTd be no kind near to the ladies, but 
might prompt him to use a sharper weapon, like 
that butchering husband our Henry Ithe Eighth. 
Sovereigns, who narrow or let out the law of 
God ^according to their prejudices and passion, 
mould their own laws, no doubt, to the standard 
of their convenience. Genealogic purity of bledd 
is the predominant folly of Germany; and the 
code of Malta seems to have more force in the 
empire than the ten commandments. 

** Thence was introduced that most absurd 
evasion of the indissolubility of marriage, espou- 
sals with the left hand, as 'if the Alml^ty had 
restrained his iirdinance to one half of a man’s 
person, and allowed a greater latitude to his left 
side than to his right, or pronounced the former 
more ignoble than the liftter. Th^{*iconscien|es 
both of princely and n^l^^rsons in Germany 
are quieted, if the more plebeian side is married 
to one Who would degradd^the more illustrious 
ih^ty— but, as if the IhWs of matrimony had no 
re'fej^ce to the chitdl’en to be thenco' propagat- 
children of k’^eft-handedalliaiHiieurei^ 
^dtf^ed to' Ipha^t.' 'Shocking* Of’ u 



HOIf8E[*<K V>BBVJ^8W{CK. 


1«7 


sOBBeless only satisfies pride, 

not jiistM^'; fOMl efldcaJaUfd.vfor an a^cqq^ttal at 
tlw herald’6 o£Bce, not at the last tribune!. , 
‘^'Separated tlje Princess Dorothea cert^i;^ 
was, and never admitted eyen to the nominal 
honours of her rajpk, being thence^rward al# 
ways styled Duchess of Halle. Whet}ier div^ced 
is problematic, at le^t to me ; nor can 1 pro- 
nounce, as, though it was generally believed, J 
am not certain that George espoused tlie Duchess 
of Kenfllal with his left hand. As the Princess 
Dorothea died only some mouths before him, that 
ridiculous ceremony was scarcely deferred till 
them; and the extreme outwai'd devotion of the 
Duchess, who every Sunday went seveft times to 
Lutheran chapels, seemed to announce a legalized 
wife. As the genuine wife was always detained 
in her Imsband's power, ho aeems not to have 
wiudly dissolved their union ; fbr, mi the ap- 
proach of the French aimiy towards Hanover, 
itt>Queen Anne’s reign, ^leDnchess of Halle wfs 
s^t hoine.^ her father <teitd mother, who doate^ 
on theil^ only chil4#]|||^d ^4id retidn her f|^r ,a 
whde year, aqd 4^4 implore, though in vaji^, 
that she might ,coiitinw« tp ir^idp with 
As her son t«o» iGeoige the Second, thppgMf 
jo(.hcinging,rher! over, andhdeclaripg h?t: 
®li«J»ger,riW».)c^h»vdly .belipye. thet 
nihl difien^hftd 
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pt^ocejss would have |:|arect.in th© fuce oftih^r 
r<)yalty. But thougl^e«maDi casuiatiy toight 
allow hei' husband to take another wife \>iith hj4" 
left hand, because his legal wife had sui£@r$d her 
right hand to be kissed in bed by % gallant, eve» 
Westphalian or Avilic counsellors could not have ’ 
pi'Onounced that <<such a momentary adieu c<ai- 
stitutcd adultery; and therefore of a? formal di- 
vorce I must doubt — and therefore I must leave 
that case of conscience undecided, ^tili, .future 
search into the Hanoverian chaiiQory shall clear 
up a point of little real importance, l.h^ye said 
that the disgraced Princess died but a short timfr 
before the King. It is known that in Qufeu. 
Anne’s titne there was much noise about Fi^euch 
prophets, A female of that vocation (for we 
knour from Scripture tliat the gift of prophecy 
is not limited to one gender) warned George the 
First to take care of his wife, as he yvopli^'inot. 
siyvive her a year. That oracle wa# ^probably , » 
dictated to the French Deborah by the Duke and 
Duchess of Zell, who might be apprehchsive lust • 
the Duchess of Kendal be tempted to 

remove entirely the obstijcle^o hgf conscientious, 
union with tbeip son-iu-taw. Most Qiermans 
are^superstitiousj evep.s^h. ,as hav^jfejy, .other . 
im{^^ssions of George. gav^fmchicrer>i. 

di|tothe denunciation, that on.tjjie.fyiftj.^f. 

’ last dfp^rtur© he (pol^, leave of 
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PrinMs^of Wales with telHnii* them lie 

Should neVei^ see them t^e. It wiu certainly 
ewh approacdimg fate that^elted him>' not 
the thoug'lrt of qaitting* for ever two'^iersold^ 
hatedk He did sometiuies so much justice to his 
’ son, as to say, ‘ 11 est fougeux, mais il a de Phen- 
‘ neuF.’ For Queen Caroline, ^to his confic^nti^ 
he termed her ‘ Cette diabtcsse madame la prin- 
‘ cesse.’ * 

*' I do npt know whether it was about the 
same p^iod, that in a tender mood he promised 
the Duchess of Kendal, that if she survived him, 
awl it were possible for the departed to return 
to this world, he would make her a visit. The 
Duchess, on his death, so much expected the ac- 
complishment of that engagement, that a large 
raven, or some black fowl, flying into one of the 
windows' of her villa at Tsleworth, she was per - ' 
sunded ut was the soul of her departed monarch 
so accoutred, and received and treated it with all 
the respect and tenderness of duty, till ttid royal ^ 
bird or she iNiok their l^st flight. 

“ George the no more addicted than' * 

his father to to^ muclft^ligious Credulity^ had 
yet implicit Mth in the German notioh of vam- 
pirefil,*^nd has more than once b^en angiyvith 
my'fkther for spejlking'irre^i'entljr df those ima-’ 
gifisry'blwld-sftdkbrs,'' ' ' ‘S - 

Dubhess of Kdndal, bf Whom' 'l>hhve 
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said to iDttcfa, was, when) Madmioiselle 

maid of liono!ii;< to the Electress SofdRA^ 
mother of Kin^'Oeorge the First, and destittfiv 
t)jr King^ William-^nd the’*' Act of Settlement to 
succeed Queen Anne. George fett in love with 
Mndemoiselle Schulemhirg, though no means 
an inviting objdSt — so little, that one evening 
Mrhen she was in waiting behind the Electress’s 
chair at a ball, the Princess Sophia/rwho had 
made herself mistresalof the langui^ of^Jier fu- 
ture subjects, said in English to Mrs. Howard 
(afterwards Countess of Suffolk) then at her 
Conrt — * Look at that niawkin, and think of her 
* being my son’s passion!’ Mrs. Howard, who 
told n\j^ tha story, protested she was terrified, for- 
^l^ting that Mademoiselle Schulemberg did not 
understand English. 

>' <« The younger Mademoiselle Schulemberg, 
who came over M(j^h her, and was creataiiyCofun*^ 
teas ^ Walsingham, passed for he-r piece ; hut 
was so like to the King, tha* il is not vefy credi- 
ble that the Duchess, who had affect^ to pasa 
(or cruel fihad' waited for tbo' left-handed maiv* 
riigeu. if’ • , > 

** The Doohbss^ under whatever den^inafaon, 
had attained a^'preserved to the last her liscend* 
ai^jover the King : but notwithstanding that in- 
ilffinos, he was nodi more constant to Iwr'than 
^ had 'been to his avowed wife ; for'UBotiwri 
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ki»iiRkld(|^efil^arM^^ wh<^lieal9obnMig>lit«t«r» 
Mns?(l)AddaaDe Kihnaniiegg«i»ll)oaBt«Bi of PlaoteBy 
4bo «tral^ created ‘Counteso'of Deriin^ftOBf aad'l^ 
wfacHD be was iiMlisp^ably fs^tber tof ’ChurlOUlH^ 
married to Lofd Viscourt Howe, who was Herat 
pubhdy acknowledged Vtbe King’^s daughter) 
imt Princess Amelia treated hef daughter, Mrsk 
Howe*, upon that foot, and one erening when 1 
was preSei^, gave her a ring, with a small por^ 
trait of ISleonge the First, uwith a crown of din* 
mwids. * 

Lady Darling^on^/ whom 1 saw at my mo- 
ther’s in my infancy, and Whom I remember by 
being terrified at her enormous figure, was as 
coi'pulent and ample as the Duchess was long atid 
emaciated. Two fierce black eyes, latge ai}^ 
rolling, beneath two lofty arched eye-brows) two 
acres of cheeks spread with "crimson, an ocOan of ^ 
neck thil overflowed, and waq||M>t distinguished 
firom the^ lower part of her body, and n«^pa|||^we(i 
strained stays no wonder that a child drendu 
«d such tHi <^eas, and that tibe^ob of Londthi 
were highly diverted at the importatimi of so uiN 
common a seraglio! They were food for oHdim 
venOM^ t^e Jacobites ; and indeed netting toold 

1. -.I.- . i.— 

bar(i1irte, tKe el3^ of lii3y Lowe’s chilSreh, ij/tf martin 
HKjAeeittrty ofi^cks..f"#r '» ■‘*'1 b*!'- 
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be> grosser than the ribaldry tlj^t riras 
tot in lampoons^ lib^, and' ‘eVery chanttel^ef 
*atoie» against the Sovereigft and the nent Chart, ' 
andtohantddevbn in their hearing about the pub- 
lie streets*. On the other hand, it was not till 
life last year or’ two of his reign* that their 
foreign Sdi'efei^ paid the nation the compli-^ 
ment of takingopenly an English mistress. I'bat 
personage was Anne Brett, eldest daughter by her 
second husband of the repudiated^||ie of the 
Earl of Macclesfield, the unnattm^mdther Of 
Savage the poet. ‘ ' 

** Miss Brett was very handsoipae, but dark 
enough by her eyes, complexion, artd hai>, for a 
Spanish beauty. Abishag was lodged in the 
ffedace under the eyes of Bathsheba, who seemted 
to maintain her power, as other favourite sultanas 
have done, by sujfFering partners in-^he -ScVh-' 
reign’s aff^tions. When his Majestji”sltottld' f6- * 
turn to England, a Countess’s coronet iiras to hav'O' 
rewarded the young lady’s compliance, and 

O ' HU 


* ** Ono o£ the Ghnpan ladies being abused by tbe nlob^ 
said to have put her head out of the coach, and cried, in^ad ^ 
English—* Good people, why you abuse us ? We c^pye for all 

* your gj^ods.’ — * Yes, damn ye,’ answered a fellow lb the ciowd, 

* and tor all our chattels too.’ I mention this, because, on the 
dsMh of Princess Amelia, the newspapers revived the story and 
tC|Id it of her, though I bad heard it threescore years before, of' 
anw of her grandfather’s mistresses.”* 
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in{^rkpd'jiec9ec<N^ai?yr$in](. She might, liowever^ 
have pi!OV<ecl a troubLesoiMe iriival, seemed 

soconhdeat of tbs povejrof hm^ehsrms, that, what* 
ever psedommant es^iidaiit tbei D«die» thtilfht 
retain, her own. authority > ini < the palace) »slie 
thought was to yield to* no oae,«I^. > the 

First, when his son, the •Wales,.' and 

the Princess, had quitted St. on their 

quarrel with hina, had kept, backi their three 
eldest daiu^ers, who lived with him to< his 
death, <even'|^r there had hhhwardly been a re- 
conciliation between the King and Prince. Miss 
Brett, whentj^e King set out, ordered a dbor to 
be broken out of her apartment into the j-oyal 
garden. Anne, the eldest of the < Princesses, 
qffended at that freedom, and not choosing, soob 
a, companion in her walks, ordered thetdoor to 
be^ walled ^up again. Miss Brett as imperiously 
revetted that command. The King died suddenly, 
and iihe empire ,of the new mistressi-andiheripro*- 
misqd coronet, vanished. She afterwards > mar- 
ried Sir William Leman, and was forgotten be- 
fore, bar, reign bad transpired beyond the confines 
of Westminster!" ■ ' 
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QUARREL 

RETWEBN* ^ 

GEORGE TI^E FIRST AND HIS l^ON, 

* AFrEJR WARDS 

GEORGE THE. SECOND. 

i 

(Related by Walpole.) ^ 

iS- 

" One of the most remarkable»occiiiTenceS in 
the reign of G«S6rge the First, was the open quar- 
rel between him and his son, the Frihce of 
WalOs. ' When the dissension originatted^^ether 
the Pt’ince’s attachment to his mother emBitteretl 
his mind against his‘ father,' or #hethe/bdtr^i(f‘Af 
his lather occasioned his deVotiOn tb hdi','‘t‘tro 
not pretend to know. 1 dosospeet-lremeH'ettm- 
stances, that the< hereditar / enmity iif the Heusa 
of Brunswick between the ' parents al^ tlllUr 
Udest sons, dated ^rlier tWh the diriii^s'Be- 
hgreen the first two Georges. ^ 

“ The Princess Sophia was ^womjM?*’’of ^|^ts 
and great vivacijty : in tjie earlier ps^riitof 
^she had professed much zeal far^hie depoSfd 
^ House of Stuart; as appe|^red* a hstt^ '’bf 
her’s in ^rint, addressed;! 
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Her de St. George. It is natural enough for all 
Princes, who have no pros{>ect of being hearted 
by the deposition of acrowned head, to choose to 
think royalty an indelible character. The Queen 
of Prussia, daughter of George the First, lived 
and died an avowed Jacobite. 

The Princess Sophia, youn^st child of the 
Queen of Bohemia, was <^nse<|nently the most 
remote from any pretensions to the British 
crown but no sooner had King^ William pro- 
cured aesettlenaent of it after Queen Anne on her 
Electoral Highdiss, than nobody became a 
^ stauncherWhig than thePri ncess Sophia, nor could 
be n^ore imp$|tient to mount the ^irone of the 
polled Stuarts. 

** It k certain, that during the reign of Anne, 
the Elector Creorge was inclined to the 'Poriw; 
though^ iufter hia mother’s deaths oum ac- 

aeasioDp he gare himself to the 


^ * ** It 18 Ti^arkahle, that either the ^ak pro^Snsity of the 

HRUatts popery^ or the visible connexion between re^l knd 
^power, sud operation on many of^%e 
branches of^^iat family, who wei;e at a diitance^froin^thn 
of Englai^» to wear which it la necessary to be^^a Pipteatant, 
that two or ftree oijihe daughter! of the King and Oofon of 
tbobgh thetTpafeiltalitui lost! ^ver^ thing id Strag* 
I ^^IMiMiathe'IrwoMigiothp ttdftied Ca^Bolii»;^ildd 
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But if be and his mother espowed different ftu:*' 
fionSy Sophia found a ready part«san iab^r grand- 
M>n, the Electoral f*rince ; a^d it is .tru^ that 
the demand made by the Prince of his writ 
of summons to the House'of Lords as^uke,of 
Cambridge, which no wonder was so ofrensive to 
Queen Anne, made in*^ concert with hi 
grandmother, without the privity off't^eJElector 
his fathei Were i^ certain, as was believed,' 
that Bolingbroke and the Jacobites prevailed <m 
the Queen* to consent to her brother coming'Se^ 
cretly to England, and to s^ing him lu her 
closet; sh^ might have been induced to that 
step, when provoked by an attempt to force a 
distant and foreign heir upon her while still alive. 

** The Queen and her heiress being dead, the 
new King and his son came ‘'ver in aj^jtlfent 
bdrmMy ; and on his Majesty's first visit to hie 
Sectoral dominions, the Priidfe of Wales was 
eved left Regent ; but never being trusted after- 
wards with that dignify on like occasions, it is 
probable that the son discovefed too much fond# 


** I belkw it WM'& fact, that the poor weak '^ueen, beiAg 
4iapos«d «^n tOi osdbs the crown to her bipther^ oonniUed 



ration, and dropped all thoughts of resigning the 
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ness for acting- tlse King, or that the father con* 
ceiled a jealousy of ’his having done so. . Sure it 
is, that on the King’s redbm, great divisions 
arose in the Court; and the Whigs, were divided 
— jsome devoting themselves to the wearer of the 
Crown, an- others to the expectant. I shall not, 
enter into the detail of those squabbles, of whidh 
} am l^tinuperficially informed. The predomi- 
nant ministers were the Ea^s of Sunderland and 
Stanho])e. The brothers-in-lqw, the Viscount 
Townsh^d, and Mr. Robert Walpole, adhered 
to the Prince. Lord Sunderland is said to have 
too much resembled, as a politician, the Earl his 
father, who was so principal an actor in the reign 
of James the Second, and in bringing about the 
revolution. Between the Earl in question and 
the .Prince of Wales grew mortal antipathy ; of ' 
which an anecdote,, told me by my father himself, 
will leave no doubt When a reconciliation had 
been patched up |k'twec i the two Courts, and my 
father became first Loid of the Treasury a second 
tune. Lord Sunderlltnd in a tete-^-tete with him, 
said, * Well, M r. W'atpole, we have settled 
' ters for tlie present ; but we must think whotpi' 

* we will have next,’ (meaning in cade of the 
King’s demise}." Walpole replied, * Yottf lord- 

* ship may think as ydh please, but Ay part bi 
" taken ;’ meaning to support the es^Iished 
tlemenjt. . 


N 



y Stai^v^ :f(a^ ^ 9iai^ pC,slf^>\? 

j[g|j,t fi^sfions,^ and ^;uiself^ %o t]^f 

^my wd ,>p(5W ^Oifar fron? thi^i*i|§f anjr other 
li^ie, )^^jf>olo, wljo first suggested tJie 

^pppintjpg him Secretary of State, pro- 
*to hiiMj -he, flew into a furi,ous rage, ^iid 
9^r,the poipt of a flownright quarrel, looking 
W PS totaljy unqualified for tfie post, And 

^pectipg it for a plan of upLOcking him. Hy 
fli/^d^n. ouo,of tempe^stuous sallies, being 
pg^liefi jjn tlie ^ojuse of liords on the exj^Josion of 
the South Sea scheme. That iniquitous aMir. 
^Ich W^%tpole hqd early exposed, and ,to rc- 
^^y^he mu>cbi,efs of which healoue was deeiqyd 
adequate, hpd repjaeed him at the head of , affair^, 
and obliged Sunderland to submit to be only y 
cp^uto^ pf the administration. ^ ‘ 

v</.‘ The younger Cragg?''^, a show}* vapouring 
^a^thad beep brought forward by the ministei|! 
^.qpposo WaJpple ; but was soon.reduced to 
afbi^tauce pu onefiOf) their ways apd mean^. 
eaugfit his death by callipg at the ^te'*of 

w4 .T® 

Xii ‘ - ■ »o«Jj’ "giniibf Tr >' — ' ’7 ' ' K " Jv n — ^ — TTTT 

juntiui^ia'\l^dtaiioster|^dMcy,-t9^ 
«n epitapCrhy Ffipe.” ‘ 
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riectly, fdl ill of the .%nie stDil Uied. 

fifis father, 'the eld^i* jCJra^gs, 
sense Sir ft. ^al^iole very ihtich admited, 
followed his son, and his sudden death this'fdi- 
puted to grief ; but haVing been deeply dijiped 
in the iniquities of the South Sea, and irislritig 
to prevent confi'tcation, and save his ill-acqttii^ 
wealth for his daughters, there was no douBt 6f 
his having dispatched himself. When his dea& 
Was divulged. Sir Robert owned that the tih*- 
happy ilMhn had in an oblique manner hinted his 
reso'lution to him. 

** The reconciliation of the royal fditfify wae do 
little cordial, that I question whether the Printh 
di<]( not resent Sir Robert Walpole’s returti td tHe 
King’s service. ‘ 

“ Yet had Walpole defeated a plan of 'Sttfider* 
land^s, that would in futurity haV6 exceraingly 
hampered the successor, as it Was calculated til 
do ; nor do I affect to ascribe Sir' Robert’a Vidtbry 
jdirectly to zeal for the Pi^ce, personal and juw 
views prompted his opposition; and the Godt* 
moners of l^ g lan'd were not lihts ihcHbted tu hlli 
than the prince’. SuhdeMand had devued'a hHI 
to restrain the crown from ever adding above- «ix 
^ifeera numbeivlintitedf*. The nctnal Peers 

— ^ f 

• “ Queen Aan«?sqnMif>off JW 9* * 

majhtitgciiaiilia 
the restnction.” 
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Ivrae far from dislikiog the measure.: but W&l- 
fuAt:, takings instautly communiQited <his 
dissatisfaction to all the great Coi»m<«ters, >whio 
might ixnneTe): be excluded from the peerage. >He 
spokei he wrote, he persuaded, so tliat the hill was 
fi^jected-by the ^olhmons with disdain, after .it 
thad .passed the Hoase of Lords. 

“ But the liatred of some of the junto at Court 
had gone farther, horridly farther. On the death 
of- George the First, Queen Caroline found in his 
(Cabinet a proposal of the Earl Berkeley^, titen, 
I think, first Lord of the Admiralty, to seize the 
Prince of Wales, and convey him to Ainerioa, 
whence he should never be heard of more. This 
detestable project, copied probably from the Earl 
of Falmouth’s offer to Charles the Second, with 
regard 'to his Queen-/ was in the hand- writing of 
(Charles Stanhope, elder brother of the Earl of 
Harring-tonf } and so deep was the impression 
deservedly made on the mind of George the Se- 
-jeond by that ^ominablO paper, that all tlio 
vouc of Lord Harringtcm, when Secretary of 
jBtate,! could never obtain the smallest baion'4:0(^is 
brother, though but the Subordinate transcriber. 
George the First was too humane to listen to 

f ' r ■' V ^ t . f 

, ^ Jaruis Berkeley, Earl of Berlrei|p^lCtMght of the Garter, 
i “ Wiltiatn.Btiio]Wpet firstEaS of Hi^ingteok of that family.’' 
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sii4$h Mfiatrooioas deed ')it 'fFasnotufeiT^kind^o 
the eoHj^ptratoi's to leave <fittch sH* instrdmentiiie- 
bind hifli ;-t>-atid if virtue and conseience will not 
eheck bold* bad men firom paying- •court tby de- 
testable oilers, the King’s carelessness or indif- 
ference in gnch an instance^oj^ght to warn them 
of the little gratitude that such machinationocan 
inspire or expect. 

“ Among those who bad preferred the service 
of tlie King to that of the lieir apparent^ was 
the Ditlte of Newcastle*; who, having married 
'his sister to Lord Townshend, both his Royal 
Highness and the Viscount had expected would 
haVe adhered to that connexion — and neither 
forgave his desertion. I am aware of the de- 
sultory manner in which I have told my story, 
having mentioned the reeiiliQciliation oitbe King 
and Prince, before I have given any account >of 
their public rupture. 

The chain of my thoughts led me into the 
preceding details, a^d^ if 1 do not flatter mys^f, 
will have let you info the motives of my dramatis 
perSoma, better than if I had more exactly lob- 

• S «, ,,4 

, > t » 

* “ Thomas Holies Pelham, Duke of Newcastle, Lord Cham- 
berlain, then Secretary of State, and lastly first Lord of the 
TrehsaVy nndM^O^jriji thd Sheond ; the sam^ Kin^to rkhom 
he had been so <l|p||feus in the preceding reign. HvVras 
oblighdf byOaSfgs tW ITlfird to resign hispost.’' 
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ohrmology j and as I am not writing a 
.rdfgdlar tragedyr And profess biit to rMate fa«is 
as I recblleet thedi ; or (if you will allow me 
to imitate 'PrOnch writers of tragedy}, may I 
not plead that I have unfolded my piece as they 
do, by* introducing two courtiers to acquaint one 
adiother,' and by hricole the audience, with what 
had passed in the penetralia before the tragedy 
commences? 

** The exordium thus duly prepared, yon must 
suppose, ladies, that the second act opens with 'a 
'fOyal christening. The Princess of Wales • had 
been delivered of a second son. The Prince had 
bltbuded his uncle, the Duke of York, Bishop of 
Osnaburg, should^ with his Majesty, Ije god- 
'ftrthers. 

V*« Nothing dould equal the indignation of his 
Royal Highnessr, when the King named the 
Duke of Newcastle for second sponsor, and would 
hear of no other. -The christening took place as 
usqal in thf Princess’s bed chamber. 

, “ Jiady Suffolk, then in waiting as woman of 
'"the bed<«chamber, and.-of most accursdxf memory, 
painted the scene to me exactly. ' 

■ “ On one side of the be'd stood the godfathers 
apj^ god^other'n on the other side the Prihce 
, tjl^ , Prince9?/s lafjios. M sooner had ij|ie 
t^fosed, the .ceremony,,. the Pri^p» 
crossing the feet of the bed ih;B xage, st^^d 



HOVSSj 


m 


up to tire Duke^of New'oaatle^ and .lH»ldingpfupkw 
kaifd .aodifore-^fin^f' in. *> m^^ing/ attltade, 
saddy < Yoil are a rascal, but 1 sball fiod< 3!$aa;’ 
meauingy iu brok^ English, ^ 1 shall find a time 
tu be revenged^.’, - . t . < -! 

* What was toy astondshtoent/ continued 
Lady Suffolk, ^ when going to the Princess’s 
apartment the next morning, the yeomen in the 
guard chamber pointed their halbeids at my 
, breast, and told me I must not }>ass ! 1 urged 
that it; was my duty to attend the Princess. 
.They said, Mo matter, 1 must not pass. that 
way !’ 

“ In one word, the King had been so, pro- 
voked at the Prince’s outrage in his presence, 
that it had been determined to inflict a 
greater insult , on his Royal Highapss. < <.His 
threat to the I)nke was pretended to be und^- 
'i^tood as a ebaiJenge; and to prevent a du€^,he 


* Horace Walpole could never forgive the opposition his 
father, Sir Robert Walpole, experienced from the Prinfce, who 
was the principal cause of his fall en 1742. This celebrated 
writer had not magnanimity to do justice to a polifioal , 
oa^be contra^ ,^^.oniitte4. DQ opportunity of. aap|i||sing his 
^ptives, ai|4 holding . his character up to jhe scorn of posterity, 
as an undutiful soi\^ bad father, and a false^friend. DtHth 
all his fadltsi' lie a far ' (letter patriot than tile ^e^nt 
t'tiifler who has'HcrWeteil^ly assaifed '^hfe nieiaoryln thise 
RendHicsneai.-^^Ed,' <• > • j ,-o’< ’ 
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had actually been put under arrest , as if a 
Prince of Wales could, stoop to fight with a 
subject. The arrest was soon taken oft’ ; but at 
night the Prince and Princess were ordered to 
leave the palace, and retired t6 the house of her 
chamberlain, the Earl of Grantham, in Albe- 
marle Street.” 



PART VIII. 


■ f 

^ GEORGE THK FIRST, 

- asb'^'-- 


Ills COURT *. 


“ AtiTHorwn tlie Klector of Hanover had 
long’ been in view of tlie British throne, he 
received tfie news of his accession with little 
emotion, and without betraying’ the least impa- 
tience to take possession of the vacant throne. 

“ Ceorge the First was the son of Princess 
Sophia, who had lately died in the 8oth year of 
her age : a woman of talents and ambition, who 
had cultivated an intimacy with many English 
{)ersons of distinction, and by the elegance and 
amenity of her manners, had inspifed in them 
sentiments of respect and attachment. Georgje 
the First assessed a sound understanding, little 
improved by study; he was a stranger to* the 
fine arts, and for polite literature felt only in- 
difference and contempt. He spoke English ill, 
and with reluctance ; neither his figure nor his 


Smith’s. History of E^ngland. 



t86 , ANECDOTES OF THE 

leountenance was. prepossessing ; his stature was 
'ldw> his features coarse^ his aspect dull aud 
placid. His wife, the Princess of Zell, was still 
living ; but having incurred suspicions injurious 
to her husband’s honour, had long been pro- 
scribed the Electoral Court, and lived in cap- 
tivity rather than retirement, under the - name 
of the Duchess hf Halle. The Electoral Prince 
(afterwards George the Second), now become 
Prince of Wales, pos.sessed some advantages over 
his father : though remarkably shcnrt, die was 
well proportioned, and had rather a pleasing 
countenance : he spoke English, but, as Lord 
Orford observes, with the bluflF Westphalian 
accent.” 

******* 

“ The importation of the German Court occa- 
sioned much amusement to the public. The 
i(ing ( George the First), had selected for his 
favourite mistress^ one of his mother’s maids of 
hmtour. Mademoiselle Sehnylemberg, known in 
England as Duchess of Kendal.” 

*»•* * » * « * 

4 

“ The Duchess was » grave, decorous cha- 
racter, strongly addicted to superstition ; and so 
strict in observance of public worship, that 
she attended a ti^^^eran chaj^ wven times 
evejy .Sunday ! In . her personf,^ was ,ikhe re- 
verse of his being taU^ and. Uh- 
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faTonred. Even Ttn her yoath> the homeliness of 
Jier features 'attracted notice, and the Electress 
Sophia ridiculed (to use her own words), the 
* mtrlkin,' >90 much distinguished by her 80ti« 

** The absence of female charms was not sup- 
plied to the Ihichens by any extraordinary 
mental endowments ; she possessed neither wit 
nor animaticm, dnd was as destitute of information 
as of elegance. 

" Her rapacity for peculation was inextin- 
gviishtdiLa ; her soul was completely veiial ; and 
it was said 'of her, that she would have sold the 
King’s honour for a shilling. 

** Smbscl'vient to the Duchess, was the Oouiitess 
of Darlington*, whose remains of beauty were 
yet discernible through the unsightly disgui.se of 
enormous corpulence. Like the Duchess, she 
poRscssedi^fio <^f(klify So eminently as avarice j 
Imt her intluetflce being less operative, her vehtt- 
lity was not‘ equally notonous. In addition to 
fhetm ladies,, the King was attended by tkt4e 
Hanoverian con/idaHts, namely, Bothman, BerUl- 
storiT, and Robotham, all men of more cunning 


a, 

rrr 


' I . 

* This wpmaA was sister of Countess Von 

I^laateit, the wife of tl^e of the jElector Ernest 

Augustus ; was the tlleclor^s favourite mistress ; 

iMUr tlie 'sili ^Uch 'wai tlSe 


2 
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than capacity, actuated solely by merctenary 
motives, and attracted ofnly to Selfish objects. 
There were two humbler faTonrites the two 
Turkish pa^es, Mahomet and Mustapha, who 
participated in his confidence, and occasionally 
influenced his councils, and consequently made 
a perquisite of their master’s favour. 

“ The secret passion of the Kinj^’s mind was 
an attachment to the principality of Hanover, 
which had but lately been made an Electoral 
fief of the empire : and for whose a’g-grftndize- 
ment he was apt to overlook the interests of his 
new subjects. The Court was altogether /orei^n 
to the English people. It exhibited neither the 
vivacity of Charles the Second, nor the elegance 
of Louis the Fourteenth ; and was as remote 
from the dignified decorum wf William and 
Mary, as from llRe eng^iging affability introduced 
by Anne. A dull mechanical etiquette bitnished 
gaiety, and took place of pleasure. The King 
was fond only of such airusetnents as offended 

the more deUiMte taste of Ms subjects." 

# * * 

****** 


* *< Thew were prisoners tnken by Prince Charles, brother to 
,Oeoi]ge t^e First, ip the Austrian wi^ against the Turks: 
Charles himself,” th« frie^ and confidant of Count Konigs- 
nark| soon ^terwards fell in battle in Hungary.” 



^op > K- 189 

“ At’ aR early .epoch , off the present reign 
(GeorgHe thf^ First)* ' the mutual aversion of the 
King and F^rincje of Wales, was apparent : dnr- 
ing his Majesty’s first visit to Hanover, the 
admiuivstration had been intrusted to tlie Prince, 
who, by his judicious conduct, having acquired 
general esteem and affection, became the object 
of his father's jealousy and abhorrence. He had 
e\er been liostile to the Princess (Caroline), 
whose talents he both feared and detested : frmn 
this uwineiit he regarded his sou, for whom he 
never felt affection, with the most unnatural 
and inveterate hatred.” 

^ 

Such was the King’s invincible antipathy 
towards his son, that he is even affirmed to have 
entered into intrigues for his exclusion from the 
throne ; and •fi'e have the evideii^ of Mr. Coxe 
and the late Lord Orferd for believing that after 
his death, certain papers were found in his 
cabinet, containing the rough draught of a plan 
submitted to his examination, for conveying the 
Prince to the plantations. The difficulties with 
which this plan was pregnant, have given 'the 
relation an air of improbability, which renders 
it scarcely credible.” 

^ ^ m 41^ * « 

^ » 

^ 4fr 4lt * 4fr 
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*With these pl^ihgp‘}^r(^{tedts‘befo^ hitii, the 
Kifi|foitce ittttre ^mbttfe^'for'hii f!l^ct(^l‘ &b- 
minionrs;' but on his joufnfey frWHeMeh'v M 
was shized with '‘a kind of lethtffg^c pWAlysiis, 
andi ihnnedi^tely apprehending his danger, he 
exclaimed, in French, “ It is all over livith tnii’* 
He manifested much solicitude to reach HetCfi- 
hdusen ; but before he had arrived at Osnabilr^, 
sunk into a state of insensibility, and on the 11th 
of June, 1727, he expired in that ciiy,^' in the 
sixty-sixth year of his age, and thfiFteenth of hiS 
reign*. 


♦ Concerning the prediction that related to thd Princess’s 
death, and that of George the First, her husband, Lockhart, 
with all manner of gravity, tells the following exlraotdmary 
story:— 

** The circumstrfKces df King George’s ^ath are teri*ible, 
and worth the knowledge of ail our fnhncb. They are k^pt 
Concealed as much as possibl^even in Germany, so, probably, 
will be a secret both in England and France. What was tbM 
me lately, by a person of superior tank; and oP great esteeth'ittf 
these parts, 1 had beard imj^rfectly brfor^j frbm aladj^ '-tif 
quality. It seems, when the late Electtess (^phiaf Dorbthba)* 
was dangerously ill of her last sickness, lihe delivared t6 k 
faithful friend a letter to her hasbandV upon a promise that it 
shbuld be given into his'bwn hand. It c^triined a jrdtesU* 
tion of her innocence, a reproach for bollard litege alldni^ 
jusi trbatmenV and cohdluded tv^th a sunimons citation to 
bW^sbandi ‘ to appear wHtnn a yeaP ani a day at thb Divitttf 
tribunal, and there to answer for the'long and many iftjhfife^ 
•he had rec^ved from him. As this letter cou|^ not, with 
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Qeorge't^e First iifa| 4, Prince of no extra- 
ordma^j deptl} .or scuten^ of uuderstaodiBgf : 
bj$ pp^ibSfd good sense, and his conduct was 
comnronly submitted to its dictates ; his charac- 
ter was radically coarse, and wholly luuiusoepti- 
ble of grace, delicacy, or refinement ; bis pas- 
sions, when roused, were violent, and they were 
neither associated with generous sympathies, nor 
ennobled by magnaniipous sentiments. By his 
conduct to his unhappy wife, he manifested a 
vindicdve spirit, and a brntal insensibility to 
the feelings of compassion, or the claims of jns- 
tice. His malignant antipathy to his son (George 


safety to the bearer, be delivered m England or Hanover-^it 
was given to him in his coach on the road. He opened it 
immediately, siipppsing it came firop Hanover. He was so 
struck with the unexpected j;ontents, and his fatal citatioji, 
that his convulsions and apoplexy came fast upon him. After 
being b^(|oded, his mouth turned awry, and then the}^ pro- 
posed to drive off to a nearer place than Osnaburg ^ but he 
signed twice or thnca, with bis hand to go on, and that was 
only mark Qf* sense be evinped* This i^ no secret among 
Uie Catholics in Germany 3 but UiaProte^tants hush it as fnucb 
ab they Hogg> Jaqgbit^ p..2lSG. 

Sow’s Tail to Geordp» Cojpae y®' frojo 

IVjcPv wee wee Gerpifjn 

“ The Binging o’t, And raapy top, pep 

the imputed vices of ^he Hanoverian CwxU—H^fglti 
bite Bsbc5v^ ^ 




‘Ol’ * 




the Second) betrayed a calloiii^jies.s df he&rt,^ re- 
volting’ to nature, attd 'a groveling' suSpicioft,' 
disgraceftd to a liSinly character. Hk ’adfhk'* 
nistration Wtte cominonly judicious, regtdated by' 
the hdbitnal apathy of his temper, which was 
only htiiihaied when some extraordinary objedt* 
became predominant.” % * # 

5(t •***#* * 


His persevering’ solicitude to obtain the in- 
vestiture of Bremen and VerdeU, umst evei* be 
considered as the puerile vagaries 'bf* dotage ra- 
ther than the sugg^estions of sounfP and' liberal 
policy. Amongst the personal (|aalittes 6f thiii ' 
Prince should be included his habits of order 
and regularity, and his strict attentibn to econo- 
nfy: but though frugal in his 'expenditures. He 
coitrtlVed at the profligate venbfity of his’ fli- 
vdijMtes’j and the immense debts' repeatedly ac^ ' 
cdmnlafed on the civil list, I’eflected littfe cilji^it ' 
ort his discretion or in^’rity*.” ’ 

M'* * ♦»'i» » « « * 




f *• HW*'Dncherf of Kendal, cdtnpaai6n df 

6*199 tlia Fimt, Was on ker journey fttkn’Deid<nt Ivhea th» 
coufaw, arrived 6»wi^6wnburg witk tht (fiii Uitn of 4he 
]^9r|grie^,ya* vaolont,^d'p!o^lilMincei;a$, 
*'"'"he(>8, too gei^ibla jtljat hgo )ipj|6rtai^ expire - 

Allies rei^y ^amTsse^ her ladies, and proceeded 
^ T^ere^she s6teiMSy*iS&^gpa her gdr- 

roWlft 
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** 1 beliere you will not ^ sorry to lexchango 
the consideratiob of treaties and negociat^pns, 
fqr interesting memoii^ an amiable, an 
unfortunate, and much injured woinan — SnphU 
Dorothea, of Zell, wife of George '^lihe First, 
who died in condnement* in 17^* death 
was announced to the Coiirt of St. James’s, as 
that of the Duchess Dowager of Hanover: no 
notice was taken of the event, and a clond of 
mystery'* still hung over her memory and lier 
fame; |>^t time has redeemed both from ob« 
loqiny ; and this Princess, whose fate was long 
involved in impenetrable obscurity, is now the 
object of respectful commiseration. 

** Serbia Dorothea, the only child of William, 
Duke of Zell, and Eleanor d’Elmters, was 
married at sixteen, to George Lewis, then Eleo* 
toral Prjnce of Hanover, afterwards Geprge the 
Firaj^< Possessing ma^yi personal and mental 
endowments, she might Mkve attached any man 
whose character weu sufiicionthf r^ned to have 
appreciate^ her rare endop/n&wts : such, was noft. 
the Prince (Jier Ijnsband^, whe, abandoning 
his beautiful wife and two children, solaeed 
himself iHilth the society of a mistress raokw coo- ‘ 
ghnial tjp his temper and taste. The conduct of ' 
Sophia wai slill unblemished — ^nor could 
sully hef reputal^OB with a singly leprpad^ . 
till the arrival of Count KonigsuMurk, in 
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nover, during the absence of her neglectful con- 
sort. This Count was brpther to the celebrated 
beauty of that name, so long the object of fond 
attachment to AugusWs, Elector of Saxony, 
eventually King of Poland*. Nature had been 
scarcely less liberal to his person, than to that 
of his accomplished sister ; and previous to So- 
phia’s marriage, he had avowed for her a pas- 
sion, of which she had not been insensible. On 
the renewal of their acquaintance, he resumed 
those attentions, which were still remembered 
with too much tenderness ; and from the vanity 
prevalent in the Count’s character, he was 
readily disposed to promise himself complete 
success: and the evident pleasure which the 
priivcess found in his company, induced the 
court to believe that his presumptuous hopes 
were not ill-founded. Ernest Augustus, tne 
reigning Elector, was soon apprized of the 
attachment between the Count and his daughter- 
in-law ; and so instigated by the malicious mis- 


* This colossal voluptuary was one of the most depraved of 
mankind, as respected his amours. He spared no means to 
satisfy his libidinous inclinations : his oum sister becante one 
of his concubines; and the infamy of his principles was fully 
, prated^ by his having first tempted, ud thiMThetrayed Count 
S^igsmark’s indiscreet allusions at his table, to the Elector 
’'’of Hanover.— Ed. 
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representations of his own inistr^s, the Countess 
of Staten (Waaten), he caused the fovers to be 
closely watched; and o^e night, ^as the Count 
was returning from the f^lace, he was assassinate 
ed, in the presence of the Elector. Sophia 
was arrested, and^the relation of her supposed 
infidelity transmitted to her husband, who not 
unwillingly admitted her' guilt, and left her to 
the mercy of his implacable father. In vain 
did Sophia reiterate her protestations of Jiejr 
iunoceifi;e: no direct proofs could he produced 
against her ; hut such unfavourahle circumstances 
had occurred, as were capable of any interpreta- 
tion, which miyht he suggested hy malice, or 
adopted hy prejudice. She was alone, in a 
projligate court, where virtue had no advocate, 
end misfortxine no friend. Her conduct was 
examined only hy her adversaries, from whom 
no compassion was to expected, no justice 
obtained. The Ecclesiastical court (of Ha- 
nover) granted* her husband a divorce; and 
sentence of imprisonment was pronounced 
against her. Sophia was hurried from the 


'• Mrs. Smith forgot she was writing of a country where 
the most unqu^fied despot**™ prevailed : where the vjjpl of 
the sovereign rormed of destroyed the law ; and where the 
clergy were as' servile and' abject^ as their prince was rude and 
vicious. — Ed. 


o 
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4nohy of ;Zell, v I^4agg^uvfltiq» of fS^ti 
tiofx, it. appear probaMe tjbat 
s«ries;irf iCrp^t Augustas, had pyef{ ipjpfes§ed 
hef jnu}4 with an opinion of h«r gwU- 

]^. 0 ^ 9 jr^,were mado for her einwcjpatiop,, 
period.. was aasigned^ for her capt)ivity. lli^r^ 
thiSi d^r^uc^ul der^ipt^u of frieiiuls^f relative^^ 
Ofiid ^p«pneaaom*if j$ophia’s mind coUepted aU 
its /strength* an4 epahled her to support, witl^ 
magnanimous/ fortitude, a fate of unexaipple^ 
rigour. • Her deportment was ever dignified 
aud'^mild ; her meekness, was .ennobled by heno- 
vpleuce; her resagnation fortified by piety ; 
Pt^eiTy week sjbe received the saprament, con- 
stantly protesting her innocence: of her innO'^ 
pejBfie,, however, none would venture to sp^ajjk 
dur/iug her husband’s life; but after his death 
it w^idiscovered that^ she had beep tl^ 
of th? tCounf^^ af. Plaaten, an^ the iniprnd^npp 
of Conn! Konigfpar^T , , ^ 

** George the Seepud*, ador.ed bis moth^r’i 


■ i' r » ' “t I f ) 

df^jj^to&UiQjfial^iicatitftis did eot prove ti^eir 
edy wdnarjvceitder* pdrn*if)gi<tbeae traits af^hnitaUty oa 
part of the husband, and of sufferingi on tiu) p^'Of the 

Mght,ro»l<hlylsuppa8•4/h^^wen.«hdll^ wd ahesiQa*, ItfubV ■ 
«P««>lisiBg^»?«fiJeWT9n^patipipff WniiW-T^. i 



'cSlfcfe cW»aid' the'^rtver' Affer*^ 
dbite th6*'^ca«tlet btii So^!£i Iteid^ot 
th6 6orisdl!aitioti'\or‘«inbra<!e^h»t“ idttv'the’jPfitfdb 
Was' di6(^v^re6', knd tfll a<5cess *By 

iiitendahts. If was the firhi perStiasidn of ^tliis' 
that his Ynother had been ttnjdstly' Sa^ 
prised; and his constant* intention, wheMfVer 
he should succeed to the tirown, to do her jnsK 
tice. or this satisfaction he was disajtpointed 
by her death : but he ever cherished the most 
filial sefitimcnts of affection for her memory.” 
*■'''♦ * • ’ * > * n 

' " It is probable that the Kingf received the ntfWS 
of his wife’s death With ‘some feelings of’eOrti* 
pniietidn ahd remorse. It has been ^iffetehtled 
tliiit he Was not i^lthout sUpehftitiOUs ipr^g^ 
of his own impe^fding dissolution j havihg lieeii 
asmred l)y a female seef that'hC'^Ould ViOt^’lOhg' 
survive his wifef! Such superstition aM'thhlrWas 
dot liHgiilar in' t^at age; it 'Avas a comiitofi fea*' 
ture of resemblance between the highest and 
loA^est individuals of society. ” ' 


* This anecdote is indistinctly given ; which is a pity, it 
Min^ sO very ifitertistiag. If it faitjipeped at alli^it was, ‘itf all 
jk^bttbflrty, befp^jths acoessba of the ratkleniiinan to the 
U^ene iif ESgUiod.— 'At. 

^‘''‘Pl'^rhaps Was iC'Uviitane device of sotne coatpossienSlo 
woman, to sawfiielife^Of lad lovely andaohap^y 
Ed. ' 
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The fanciful speculations of judicial astrolo- 
gers had still some defenders-amongst the learn- 
ed : and sorcery was a crime to which the vulgar 
attached ideas of terror and abhorrence.” 



PART IX. 


D 

SOME ACCOUNT 

OF 

FREDERICK PRINCE OF WALES, 

lA'yiER OF nih LATE MAJESTY, GEORGE THE THIRD*. 


The Prince remained a baclielor for some 
years. He lived a quiet English life, and 
was not unobservant of the politics of the 
day. The King and Queen Caroline generally 
passed the summer months at 'Richmond; and 
the Prince, who admired the scenery in that 
vicinity, in, the year 1730, took a long lease of 
Kew House, from the Capel family, the fee of 
which was many yeax’s afterwai’ds purchased 
from the Countess Dowager of Essex, by Geoi'ge 
the Third. Here he began those pleasure 

— f 

* The substance of the following memoir of Prince Frederick 
is principally taken from the Anecdotes of George the Third, 

^8 Court, and Family. 

' 


1 
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g;r^nds, w^iich w^r? n^t completed until, 
hi^ demise, by the Pripc^ Ppvragnr ; and,.f^n<;e 
increased in size by tEeir union with Pjchmpnd 
Gardens. > , w 

That the Prince, epe^ at this early peijlod* 
wa|^ not inattentive to public aiibirs, is^proyi* 
/ ed by an anecdote, which states, that fro/n 
various causes, at the beginning of his father’s 
reign, the money appropriated for the pay- 
ment of the royal household expences, and 
servants’ wages, was made use of, foj; other 
purposes; till by degrees, instead of being paid 
punctually every quarter, they at last became 
two years in arrear; the consequences of which 
were, that many 4)erson8 being dbliged to bor- 
row at very large premiums, were entirely ruin- 
ed; others were in continual danger of being 
thrown into prison; while the King himself 
was served with* the worst of every thing ! , 

One day at dinner, the King com- 
plaining to the Prince of the badness of the 
provisions, his Royal Highness caught at 
the opportunity, and acquainted the Monarch 
with the distressed situation of his tradesmen 
and domestics; adding, that if his Majesty 
should di^ thqy would certainly lose all th^t 
s?ps thsjOf -Th^ King wsp altopished. 

“n^rn; sm^pripe apd anger; 
and instantly 'spoke to Sir Robert Walpole, then 
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priihe 8H itf{^sti¥g 

«t ^leedy methddf'^duM tstk^ii to ctofli* o:l^ tli6 
wbtflt the arrears. The consequen<ie of tttis 
was, Walpole brought a bill into Parliamebt ?br 
making good the dedbf^ciei^ of *the civil list ; 
booa^aflfer which all the airears were paid, add a 
system adopted', by means of which regular pay- 
ments alwpys took place, at the close of each 
quaorter ; so that on the royal demise the cur- 
rent debts Were only of a trifling' amount during 
the broken quarter. 

Even at this earl^ ]Deriofl, the Prince wais 
looked up to as a patron of literature ; and in 
1732, Tindal having dedicated to him his edi- 
tion of Papin, his Royal Highness sent that 
gentleman a gold medal, worth forty guineas, 
as a mark of distinction dnd of future fhvour.' 

It has been said that the manner of the great 
Duke of Marlborough was so engaging, that lie 
made as many friends by* refusing favours as by 
granting tllem ; how far this Was applicable to 
the parent of our reVered monarch, may be itw 
ferred from the' following anecdote : 

A clause relative fri the'Qtakers, ifa the ’HtE- 
ihg l^ill, beidg ’ftt' agifdtioii in the Rdhse' df 
'Cbmmons, 'a^’ldblfbtatloK^om 'thdih 

'Waited oh 'hff Mfi^hn'^fesJ li^RiHcit '"his 

ihterest ih wmt hr im 

, < t- i) i' ^ t 1' /Wtisum Oae 
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every way worthy of hi$ 'hi^b characCair: 

* That, as a friend tqi^ liberty in generaij and 

* toleration in particular, he wished that they 
‘ might meet with all proper favotii* j but, for 
‘ himself, he hever gave his vote in parliament, 

* and it did not become his station to infhience 
‘ his friends, or direct his servants ; to leave them 
‘ entirely to their own conscience ^nd under- 
‘ standing, was a rule he had hitherto prescrib- 

* ed to himself/and purposed through his whole 

* life to observe/ *' 

Andrew Pitt, the person who spoke in the 
name of the body, made the follotving reply, 
which was not less rejtnarkable : May it please 
‘ the Prince of Wales, I am greatly affected with 
thy excellent notions of liberty ; and am more 

* pleased with thy answer, than if thou hadsf 
‘ granted to us ouf request/ 

It has been reported that the Prince, abodt 
this time of his life, did not disdain to be an 
•mithor ; and Seward, in !iis Anecdotes, has as- 
serted that he was a great reader of French Me- 
moirs, and actually wrote the ‘ History of Prince 
Titi, ■ in imitation of them. Not however trust- 
ing to his own critical knowledge of tho English 
JaDguage,^egfave'ittoRalpb,the historian, to cm*- 
rect; bat tl^t gentleman died before the compld- 
titfijfdf his task, and this book being foUtid aritoiigiit 
papem by one of his executors, was printed ib 
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1^36; a cojxy Appeared in Paris tbe same year, 
but some think the Frei^h really was the: ori- 
ginal. 

“ The Prince’s union with the Princess Au- 
gusta of Saxe-Gotha, born in 1719, took place in 
17361 the particulars of which may serve as an 
illustration of the times. 

“ Her l|ighness arrived in the William and 
Mary yacht at Greenwich, on Sunday, April 25, 
1736, and landihg at the Hosp^h was conducted 
in onei of his Majesty’s coaches, by Loitl De- 
la war, to the Queen’s house in the park, amidst 
the acclamations of thousands of spectators. Her 
Highness seemed highly delighted with the joy 
the people expressed at her arrival, and hkd the 
goodness to shew herself for above half an hour 
from the gallery towards the park, •, ... 

“ The Prince of Wales carafe to pay her avisit; 
and their Majefties, the Duke, and Prince-ises, 
sent their compliments,. Monday, 26th.i->^Thie 
Prince of Wales dined with her Highness fit 
Greenwich, in one of the roomstowards the park, 
the windows being thrown open, to oblige, tke 
curiosity of the people. His Royal . Highnfeis 
Afterward gave her>thfi diversion of peasirig on 
.tite water as ifor as the Tower and Ixu^^gaiB^ in 
hi^ barge*! hnely' ajdnmedv end precedm by. a con- 
nKUsic, , .ThfirshipS; salute.d. the^ High- 
lyegsi^ aU way . they .passed,; a^/hijpg witt 
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theif streamers Un<l'c6lMifs,*flhd *1116' rJtef 

with boats.* Thei¥iHi^hili6S^{|ft#NraV(ilii 
flipped ill public. Tuesday, 27th£.iit“iler'!Higlnle4S 
came in his Ma^sty’s coach frbmfCrrSfeiiMtich' td 
Lambeth, crossed the water at Lambeth^ lihd'tt^s 
brought in the Queen’s chair, frbni Whitehall 'lo 
St. James’s, where was a nudrerotis a«d splehdttl 
court beyond expression. ' 

The Prince of WuJes received ' her at ' th^ 
ga'rden-door ; slnd Upon her sinldng Un' her knee 
to kiss his hand, he affectionately raised ^ler rtpj 
and twice saluted her. His Royal Higlmess’lOd 
her up stairs to their Majesties’ apartments,‘Whbrd 
{ihesenting her to the King, her HiglmesS fell'bA 
her knee to kiss his hand, but Was gently takSeh 
up and saluted by him. ' ' ‘ * 

Her Highness was then presentedto the Queen 
in like manneV, arfB afterwards hr the Duke and 
Princesses, who congiUtulated het'on herarHVsrf. 
Her Highifess dined with the Prihce 'of Wdlbs 
hnd the l*rincesses. At ei^ht the f)roct^ioA" to 
the chapel commenced, and the Joihin^ bf lidiid^ 
Vas 'pr(^aimed to the people hy firing ]ghn^ Her 
HigfineSs was fti'h^'hdir.' ^earin^k'jdifb^’ 
bne bar'^as Prihcedj 'df Xl'afcd, hiidf^lilJdVer iii'ftfi 
diainWdij. ' freF"fb!ife‘^flkfiil^sl,^^j^}'^Priiie^% 
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ta .Qfi(»c^,,t^je DifJ^ of, BichwxHid j Lady 
PitrojU^C^.fd^oiy, d^figbt^ to hin Graoe the^uke 
of ^Grafton >, (Lady Garoltuo Cavendish, daughter 
to his Graqo Duke of Devonshwe ; and l^y 
Sophia Fermor, daughtoc to tb^ lEarl of I^ouifret ; 
aU of Avhpnt worp in virg;ii^^ habits of silver like 
the Priucess* and adorned \yith diamonds, not less 
in value t^an from twenty to ,thii;ty thousand 
pounds eacb> ffer Highness was led hy his 
Royal Highness the Duke, a»d ^ndupted by luv 
Grace fhe Duke of Gmftqn, hex'd Chamherlaiu 
of the Housphqld, and the liord^^Hervey, yicp- 
Chamberlain^,, and attended , 1 ^ tbe Counfe^ of 
JSffingham,,and'the other ladies of tfie hpuspholfh 
The marriage,, service was rjsad by, tbp Lor^ 
Bishop of London, Dean of ,thp 1 1 

the a^e^wag pyee^a,fin^,a»the»^„w^t^ipetj^med 
by a great>uflah|^', of yoioifitrOn^.jWsliTOfpM' 
When tbe,pruce;?*Pon returjoexjU^hj^ Jtoyal 
ne«8 ledhis bridp ; andoR^aipgt®*^® 
room, th^ir Rqjfal hlighu^sses kneeled dow^ 
repeiyed their Mayestieif’ blessing. , < , . , f, 

*f At li^f an,IjiO(W aftpr^t^u, their hlajei^ijea^ 
suppRj„in.<f9i6^,jtbe Prince anikJ>H|ff 
^fiingr right h^nd, and the Pfipcess 
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dressingf-room, whene the Duke undressed him, 
and his Majesty did his Royal Hig^hness the 
honour to put on his shirt. The' brides was un«> 
dressed by the Pi'inc'esses, and beings in bed in a 
rich undress, his Majesty came into the room, and 
the Prince following soon after in a night-gown 
of silver stuff, and cap of the finest lace; the 
quality were admitted to see the bride and 
bridegroom sitting up in bed, surrotfnded by the 
royal family. His Majesty was dressed in a 
gold brocade turned up with silk, embaoidered 
with large flowers in silver and colours, as was 
the waistcoat: the buttons and star wei'e dia- 
monds. 

** Her Majesty was in a plain yellow silk, 
robed and faced with pearls, diamonds, and other 
jewels of immen^ value. The Dukes of Grafton, 
Newcastle, and 8t. Albans, the Earl of Albemarle, 
Lord Hervey, Colonel Pelham, and many otbet' 
noblemen, were in gold brocades of three to flve 
Inindred pou^s per suit. The Duke of Marl- 
borough was in a white velvet and gbld brocade, 
upon which was an exceedingly rich point 
d’Ei^gne ; the Earl of Euston and many othe^ 
were in clothes flowered or sprigged with gold; 
the Duke of Montagu in a gold* brodaded tistmo. 
Thd waistcoats were universally brocades, with 
flowers.. It Wai observed, ’most pf tho rich 
iiiothes«w^re the manufhcture^ojP}En^tid;:'aMd, 
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ia honour of oui; artists* th<e few wbieb were 
{french 4i^ not come op to those in richness, 
goodaessK>or faiwsy, as were seen hy the ciothes 
worn by the royal family, which wereall ofBritish 
manufacture. The cufis of the sleeves were uim* 
versally deep and,.<^n, the waists long, and the 
plaits more .sticking out than ever. The ladies 
were principally in brocades of gold and silver, 
and wore their sleeves much lower than had 
been done for some time.” 

The/olloY^ing is an extract from one of Wal- 
pole’s letters to a friend, ‘ I believe the Prin- 
‘ cess will have more beauties bestowed on her 
‘ by the occasional poets, than even a painter would 
‘ adbrd her. They will cook up a new Pandora, 
* and in the bottom of the box enclose Hope, that 
^ all they have said is true.’ luanother he men- 
tions, that Lord Baltimore' made a whimsical 
mistake in speaking to the Prince on his mar- 
riage. * Sir, your Royal Highness’s marriage 
‘ will form a new area in the history of England.’ 

It is also Very well worth record ing, that the first 
apeech ever made in parliament by the illustrious 
Pitt, the first Earl of Chatham, was to second 
an address, moved by Lord (then Mr.) Lyttelton, 
congratulatory on the marriage of the Prince of 
Wales. 

, In the month of August the unhappy 
fracas . took place between the King and 
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the Prince of Wales ; the former had for some 
time looked coldly on his son, in consequence of 
a parliamentarj^otion by Mr. Pnlteney, during 
the preceding session, for increasing the heir- 
apparent’s income to £l00,0(i0; his Majesty 
suspected that the Prince fa^ured the oppo- 
sition, and that he ^as forming connexions un- 
favourable to the existing ministry. 


The selections being thus brought down from 
the death of the Princess Sophia tlorofhea, to 
that of Frederick, Prince of Wales, the following 
portion of the work, which is entirely originad, 
will display the history of the Youth of George 
the Third, and develop the secret springs ^of 
those ei^nts, which so greatly, affected the mind 
of that monarch ; and led to those distressing 
aqd disgraceful transactions, which at this mo- 
ment shake the pillars of the throne, and menace 
the tranquillity of the country. 



• I^RT X; 


ORIGINAL 

CIUR4CTERISTICAL TRAITS 

OF TM 

YOUTH OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 


An ancient Scotch ^rdener,’ now in the 
ejg'hty-nintli yeai: of his age, whose eye-sight 
and memory are almost unimpaired, and his 
strength such as enables him still to work at hi$ 
healthy calling, Was employed in Pririfce Fre^ 
derick’s gardens at Kew, ^Om^ years previous 
to his lameni^ed death. Afccoi'ding to the 
picture drawn of that Prince by this veteran, he 
was one of the most generous, ihdttlgent/ ahtb 
humane of masters. Far from displaying that 
false dignity, which so often keeps the little great 
at a distance from their indigent fellow-creatures, 
it appears to have been a maxim with that 
benevolent Prince, to consider that he who is 
bom to rule a nation, should be most intimately 
acquainted with its taste, genius, manners, and 
customs. Whether he regarded liis marriage 

T» 
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with the Princess of Saxe Gotha aS a sacrijfict 
made to the welfare of the state/ or that Mr. 
Biibb Doddington, for some secref fand sittister 
purpose of his own, interpolated that -declaration 
in his * Diary’ ; according to this old Scotch-' 
man’s declaration, the jMirents of George the 
Third lived? together in the most perfect and 
unbroken state of domestic harmony. lie has 
often seen Prince Frederick, with all the alacrity 
of youth, enter into the sports of his playful 
children. The summer before his death, he 
played a raatqh at trap-ball in" Kew Gardens, 
aguinst his two sons, George and Edward; 
when George, suspecting his father had counted 
too many, called upon the gardener for his 
testimony, who gave it against his royal master. 
“ There’s a guinea for your honesty,” said Fre- 
derick : “ now play away, my boy George,” 
continued he^ “ and I’ll soon beat you and Ned, 
to your hear^ ditotent, and without cheating!” 

The PrinCdiis,'-|pady Middlesex, and several t>f ' 
the royal child'ffen, were seated under a marquee, 
delighted with the contest, when victory rested 
with the youthful pair, in defiance of the utmost 
efforts of their ^parent, at whom the ladies laugh- 
ed most heartilyi Another gardener, nattled 
John Lowe, who was boha at Kintor; in iPl^h ! 
Britain, who is yet active (Feb. 1820); ‘Healtbyi^ 
and also^blessed with tmimpaired sight and 
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mmory, resides at Stoke Newington, . This man 
alao retoins th^>n]ost vivid and perfect recollec- 
tion of Fre4eFick, Prince of Wales ; and Loire’s 
narration fqlly corroborates that of his senior 
countryman. He describes Prince Frederick as 
taking the utmost pains to render his * boy 
George' less reserved and ba$hfiU> than he 
seemed naturally inclined to be, and represented 
the latter, in his twelfth year, to have been tall, 
well grown, a good-looking, but not an elegant- 
made bey. His hair, that was very light flaxen 
colour, and of pfofuse growth, he wore in large 
ringlets on the temples, turned up in front, and 
tied with a ribbon behind. A strong family 
resemblance, existing in a particular cast of 
countenance, ran through the whole of the chil- 
dren and that of Prince George was very par- 
ticularly marked by his high retreating forehead, 
large mouth, and thick lips. He wore, at this 
period, frilled shirts, tied withjt l^ack ribbon. 
His complexion was uncommonli>ffi«i^ and florid 
but he was rather in-kneed, whi^ 'Was imputed 
to his rapid growth. He describes his dress, as 
b^ing plainer than that of the children of opulent 
and dashing tradesmen; his manners as very 
gentle^; his temper mild and even, seldom given 
to anger, but, when oflended, slow to forget. 
Prince Frederifik, bis father, was^ passionately ' 

j . 'P 2 • ' 
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fond of rural life ; and when at Kew, he spent 
much of his iime in the gardens and pleasure 
"•rounds ; but h^ was seldom seen withoiit one 
or more of his children with him ; and when the 
hay harvest came on, he used to indulge them in 
all manner of innocent freedom, suffering them 
to pile the hay upon him in heapis, and give the 
fullest scope to their love of such harmless sports. 
Such were then the diversions at Kew ! 

’ It was a standing rule at Kew (Cliefden), that 
none of the Prince’s labourers, gardeflers, or 
tradesmen, were to move their hats to himself, 
hift Princess, or his family, except spoken to ; 
and then, never to use any other appellatives 
than Sir, or Madam, to the Prince and Princess, 
and Master or Miss, to the royal children. The 
•young Princes would sometimes take up the 
gurdeners’ tools, and try to imitate their work ; 
when their father used to make them pay a 
forfeit, called ‘ their footing,' of a crown, to the 
men.’' tte 'frequently unoent himself by such 
recr^tions ; abd when he had been detained in 
^^Lohdon two or three days, he usfed to say in the 
^hearing of Ii)'we, that he would not ^'fconfiiflld 
"|;o live always ‘‘ih'dre for any j>^%le"gaih; ^d 
“^'often expr^sseifUis^iltftiiis^haent at'pedj^e dWelllhg 
"^n siich^ cr6^^cf^faci!!l, in*an*attiiosphet^’ftflPof 

the sulphur 
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they swallowed, destroying their l^ealth, short- 
ened their liv^, and p^eve^ted them from en- 
joying their treasures after they were gained. 

Frederick, Prince Wales, did not pay his 
work-people higher wages than his neighIfourSf 
the farmers or master gardeners; but he took 
care to see t^t they had a moderate plenty of 
very excellent beer^ and frequent distributions 
of cold meat, bread and cheese, and in winter, 
clothes and fuel. He was particularly partial to 
those pf his workmen, who would answer his 
questions in a plain, respectful, easy, and un- 
laboured maimer, free from embarrasspient. 
After he had become acquainted, as he called it, 
with his work-people, he would take his sons aqd 
daughter to their cottages, and make theip con- 
verse with tjieir wives and children ; giving 
them money or toys to distribute amongst them, 
by which means they became universally 
loved. . . , . ; 

One of John Ijowe’s anecdotes respecting t)ie 
late Ki»g» appeared to the j^ditor so very ques- 
tionable, th^ he was inclined to disnjiiM dt 
, %i;urecorded; . but; the yenet?ible narrator, haying 
j, not, only seriously affirtned its positive truth, but 
. added; that h^vas h^m^lf present yf ben’ the 
iy^]qrrenco „.h^PPep®d» h®. 

thq ieaprj^siop^^^l^t a man^ q^^ 
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ag-fe, Jind apparent respectability, would not de- 
gprtide himself by such a paltry artifice. 

John Lowe asserted, that dui'ing* Epsom. races, 
and as he believes, the last summer which Prince 
Frederick lived to see, he was walking with 
Prince George, on the downs near Lord Balti- 
more’s kitchen-garden wall ; some boys were 
playing at marbles on the walk, when the young 
Prince, accidentally displacing one of their laws, 
gave great offence to a dirty ragged boy, who 
used very rude and unbecoming language^telling 
him, that for all his fine clothes, he had a great 
mind to give him a handsome drubbing. The 
unconscious transgressor apologized very ear- 
riestly, hut the rudeness of the vulgjpir boy led 
him to continue his abusive language. Prince 
George seemed unusually indignant at his apo- 
logy being refused, and credence detfifed to his 
Word. “ That’s a saucy blackguard, George,” 
said the Prince of Wales j “ as he says he has an 
inclination to fight you, ./ill you indulge his 
wii^h?” “If 'you please. Sir,” said George, 
father daunted. The Prince took the two la^s 
into Lord Baltimore’s gardeh, where the contest 
'took pliic6 ; but though his * hoj^ Gee^ffe' fought 
ihanfidly, the victory rested With his. plebeian 
adversary. The clfrtht^ which Prinee George 
woVe werfe mtich soiled, his> locks^disheveL 
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led, and his fair face besmeared with Wood, 
“ Never miodr George,” said, his father ; “ you 
have acted like ajbero ; never suffer yourself to 
be insulted : he’s older and stronger than you | 
and, if he has gained the victory, you have lost 
no honour.” The young Prince wa.s, however, 
much out of temper ; more hurt on account of 
the defeat he had sustained, than from the pain 
of the blows he had received. 

. This narrative certainly reflects .no credit on 
the judgment of the fatlier of the late Kingf, 
who ought not, on any consideration, to have 
allowed of the rencounter. 

The narrator said that he never knew .pf any 
death, excepting only that of the late Priimess 
Charlotte of Wales, which was so generally and 
deeply regretted, as of Prince Frederick : apd 
that, of all his numerous olfspWng, Prince George 
seemed most powerfully affected f his • pale 
cheeks, and dejected countenance, shewing how 
sincere and heartfelt was his grief. 

The memory of the old gardener appearing 
thus powerful, he was asked whether he h^ 
beard of the Prince and Princess of Wnl^ 
gning to ^ see conjurers, gipsies, and fortpne- 
tellers, at Norwood, and other fairs?. He apr 
swered in'4th£^ aliirxaative. llei said,, “ 
Prince went yin: .and sljew his 

humours of the Cockneys ; but it was whispered 
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ithatithe PrrocWrpf'lUfali&B-Jwas Very muck' ad- 
jdicted, to STich ,^dple, aad hadcgreat faith in 
their divinationfs” . He said, that Pririee 
George; was SO: affectionate and. respectful ip his 
carriage towards his father and mother, that - it 
was not easy to say of which he was most fond.” 
“ Of whom did he stand most in dread?” “ Of 
his mother.” Was his reserve and bashfniness 
of that stamp which arises from want. of intel- 
lect?” “ Not at all y it seemed to’ be the boy’s 
nature. He was seldom either so noisy br play- 
some as his brother Edward, who was afterward.s 
Duke of York.” < “ Was the King remarkably 
fond of this brother?” Very- particularly so. 
Prince Edward was less careful of hiis moriey ; 
and when his week’s aHhwince' ‘wassail gone, 
%hich was generally the case the day after jjay 
idayj he used to have recourse to his brother 
George’s purse, who never murmured. It was 
the Same with their tqyS and books.' 'Edward 
might take just what he pleased; ’but the same 
indulgence was not allowed to his blddst sister, 
the Princess Augusta ; she was a year older, and 
her brothers toW' her -she* tooW ‘too much itfiOn 
herself.”’ “ Was'‘he generous to the poor, Ors to 
'his' inenial atteildtititS'?” “ Net'c'quii to 'Prttice 
EdlUtted; If the* latter ^eould ' steal 

^ he ubdd tO' <get ' amodlfst the werk- 
^*pfeoplb; f ittid throwitil^ tip some silver, det' them 
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tiissite for iti Prince Goo^o* did not act ^us, but 
he iras uncommonly Icind and ncdate/' Snch were 
the (]|ueriee put to this interesting old man, who 
described their dress and manners as readily a»if 
he had recently seen them. 


One point the Editor endeavoured to ascer- 
tain, was, what opinion these venerable oid ser- 
vants entertained of the nature of the cimnewon 
which was so much talked of and censured,, be- 
tween the Princess Dowager of Wales and the 
Earl of B|^te ; since, if it were such as was coiyt- 
ogionly reported, it mould have sanctioned a be- 
lief that the Princess had wilfully retarded 
educatuMi of her eldet>t son, and held him in 
scurity and retirement, to favour the dangerous 
projects of herself and paramour. The residtipf 
this investigation was, a full and unqualified de- 
nial of the truth of theee reports, given by thr?o 
qr four difierent persons, who have not the iopet 
intercourse with each.iather, nor any pereeptihio 
.motive for, denying itJhe truth, although its ten- 
don'll, hud, hee»,4infarourable4a the repiatatien 
ofi the -high parliisK^ybpsp, characjtprs steynd ii|i- 

{leached. ^ These, pcftt^ns^ at .least twPjieCithe^t 

dived, in the, .service ,pf Prince IFrederip^qc^^d 
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they api^ear to have been Very close observers df 
the manners, and principles too, of the royal 
widow and her cofirt. They had heai’d the foul- 
est abuse uttered,' and seen the most indecent 
caricature representations of Lord Butui and the 
Princess exposed in shop windows, and scrawled 
on the walls, particularly about Kew, bearing' 
the most infamous inscriptions that any illiterate 
and vulgar miscreants could write in chalk; yet, 
one and all of them d(;clared that they had the 
fullest conviction on their mind that thcTharge 
was wholly groundless nm\ unjust ; and that it 
arose from the Princess being, to use the expi'es- 
sion of John Lowe, a handsome jfoung widow, 
and Lord Bute, a most unpopular /loblcman. 
Politics ran high : the Princess considered the 
Earl as an able counsellor and sincere friend ; 
and thence incurred a large share of the public 
hatred under which Lord Bute laboured. These 
men affirmed, that the utmost cordiality subsisted 
between Lord and Lady Bute ; that the former, 
in the presence of the Princess, and at her table, 
arid on all occasions, treated his wife with the 
utiriosit apparent tenderness' and respect ; whilst 
the confidential intitnacy subsisting between the 
R’inde'K and Lady Bute, was (Juite as evident hS 
which exMed "between her hhsband attd the 
Ptffi'beis. It Vafe impdMhle, they contended, 
'ffir d’ffimhid bf'su^li ratik, td 'darry bn h'n 
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intrigue for any length of ^ijme without expo- 
sure. The Princess was, ijo, the frequent habit 
of turning off her menials, said they;- and many 
complained of her temper^ but no one impeached 
her honour. The Princess entertained a very 
high respect for the opinions of Jjord Bute ; cer- 
tainly beyond those of any other gentleman ; but 
these men never observed any interchange of 
those glances which are so difficult to suppress, 
where a guilty passion is reciprocally cherished. 
They Remarked, that nof one of the upper ser- 
vants, belonging to either the Princess’s estab- 
lislunent, or to Lord Bute, ever, to their know- 
ledge, either said or insinirated such a charge. 
Their reminiscences are therefore less question- 
able, and more worthy of credit, than thow of 
that thorough-paced courtier, and inveterate par- 
tisan, Horace Waljwle. 

Th is noble author, as respected the royal 
family, never gave them credit for a goo<l mo- 
tive, where a bad one could be selected : the 
plebeians, on the contrary, never adopted the 
latter in any case where the former might have 
been applied. They strove to eradicate preju- 
dices, he to imprint thein indelibly in the mind 
of posterity : they never received either riches or 
hononrs froin the House of Brunswick ; he stood 
indebted for cdl his importance to their bounfy. 
But still, they did not lavish unmerited and in- 
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4iscriminate pntiaa. , They acknowledged that 
the Princess was jliab)e to reproach, on the score 
of a want of eftndour and sincerity ; which 
blemish they imputed to the delicacy of her si- 
tuation, and the necessity of foiling her enemies 
at their own weapons. They admitted that the 
Princess stood accused of duplicity ; having 
secretly stigmatized the Bishop of Norwicli, and 
encouraged her servants, and more particularly 
a German Valet, and her secretary, Mr. Creset, 
to traduce and insult, that prelate, whpse dis- 
missal was openly predicte<l, many months pre- 
vious to his resignation. According to the tes- 
timony of those elders, the Bishop was distin- 
guished by the amenity of his m.ipners, and 
deservedly respected. Their account of tneEarl 
of Harcourt was less favourable. Him they de- 
scribed as having lost the good opinion of the 
most respectable part of the household servaitts, 
by the unbecoming freedom in which he in- 
dulged touching the char..cter of the deceased 
Prince, whom he was accused of having tra- 
duced, in the presence and hearing of his father- 
less children. His Lordship was cmisidered as 
having heen paid in his own coin, when he was 
. disqai^B^, and fully meriting all the indignity 
vjhi^^^ffered in the family of the King’s father. 
t|io same tim& that aifectipn towards the me- 
oli^k^nd apd liberal ma.ster Md them to 
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rejoice at the' humiliiit^n '^'dttiniator, 

they pointedly re^roblfteii^^flfe*'*i!Sl)ndnct of the 
Princess, in allowing ce'rtaltt her fatotfrites 
to insnlt, as far as they durst presume, the go- 
vernor of the Prince of Wales, the grandson of 
the reigning monarch, and heir to his crown. 

Nothing could be more firm and consistent 
than the testimony of those men, as regarded the 
person, manners, and temper of the late King, 
at this interesting jieriod of his life. It is well 
knowif how frequently, during the meridian and 
noon of his long life, he used to indulge, during 
familiar conversations, in that demonstration of 
mirthful feeling, which is vulgarly called a Aom- 
Uiugh! These old men declared, that in his 
youth, and until some years after his marriage, 
he had no such habit. They say he was cheer- 
ful, and occasionally facetious, but not boister- 
ous, nor ftill of wanton pranks, like his brother 
CdiVard ; that he often seemed thoughtHil, and 
sOmetitoes melancholy, seeking solitude in ^ 
little excursions, and fVetjuently checking the 
almost ungovernable levity of his brothers. Tke 
senior of fhese Venerable ilarrators has^nO Vecoi- 
lectioh of that’ singular rencounter with a'fu^e 
'dnd vulgar bo^J imputed to the late' King, % 
Tdhh Lowb- said he, « Vt fe alt the kom 

UMe atldtlfeyifre 

hotlfrilirotoer' Ti&y'l'eain' ub H 
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the celebrated ]y|^. J^ubb PotUlington. When the 
j^ditor read to thn ai^tor person, that journalist’s 
description of the 6^reeuess, mixed up with grief, 
in the behaviour of the Princess, he said, “ She 
was fierce enough, occasionally, and bore the 
character of striking her servants, male or fe- 
male, by whom she was offended.” When asked 
if the late King lay under similar imputations, 
his reply was, “ He strike a servant! Oh never! 
He was too much of a gentleman ! I knew him, 
God rest his soul ! almost from his cradle, and he 
was always the poor man’s friend.” 

“ Was his manner 3uch as to evince a want of 
becoming spirit or penetration ? Did he allow 
himself to be imposed upon, his comujands neo 
glected, his authority slighted ?” 

“ Not he indeed ! He was not over fond of 
finding fault ; but whenever a servant misbe- 
haved grossly, which very rarely happened, the 
Prince had them dismissed ; and when once dis- 
charged, there was no returning. I remember,” 
continued he, “ a Yorkshire lad, named George 
Millar, an under gr<x)m, offending the Prince 
by whipping his favourite hunter unmercifully. ■ 
The Prince> though he saw the act just as it was 
over, clid uot speak to the lad, but ordered his 
ecpjerry to call aU the stable boys together j and 
afbir severely reprimanding Millar, by Jhe ex- 
.ir<^$s,9rdeiKnf his . mas^r, he waa diaej^rged,! ■ 
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The jK«w lad took on terriWy, he' very 
fond of the PH nee; for him the next 

morning, when he went to look at his horses, he 
threw himself on his knees, and humbly besought 
his Royal Highness’s^ forgiveness. The Prince, 
in a gentle manner, took him by the arm, and 
made him rise. ‘ I forgive youi and will re- 
‘ commend you to another place, in consequence 
‘ of yoi’i' past gootl conduct, and in the hope you 
‘ will iu ’''er act a’^c more ; but I dare not take 
‘ yon 'gain n> self, on an-ount of the bad example 
‘ T she !<• 

“ The poo** fellow fjiirly sobbed and bellowed, 
but all would ;.ot do, though his yoi’ug master 
was partialito him, and Mi liar was sent over to Hol- 
land, to the Prince’s aunt, the Princess of Orange. 
This fact,” continued the interesting old man, 
“ may convince you, that the King,when a youth, 
was not wanting in good sense, or a manly spirit, 
and upright princ’ples. I always thought he 
had more solid sense than his brother Edward, 
and more g<x)d nature too, though the youngster 
had more sprightliness, and spoke three words to 
George’s one. 

I well remember Prince Edward having 
been forbidden to enter his mother’s doors, on 
account of some mischievous trick he had just 
played j^nd the groofns' of the chambers, ahd 
pa^«s^ had positive orders hot' io admit faiiu. 
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Edward lay tiifdei' this interdict, *«otne of 
great noM^ didM with PHnceis. Thci ’. 
Prince cf Wales i^iterceded vety bard to ttare 
him restored to fhvour, and, if not permitted to 
dine at her table, that he might enter with the 
dessert ; but all was in vain. The Prince, hurt 
by his mother’s refusal, was very gloomy all the" 
dinner time : when they withdrew to the mus4c ' 
room, lo ! and behold, there sat master Edward, 
full dressed, who r<«e and made a very low re- ^ 
verence as his mother and her visitors Fnteredi 
‘ Hey day. Sir ! who has dared to disobey my 
^command, and permitted' you to enter thes^' 

* doors ?’ says she, looking very sternly towards; 
the attendants. ‘ Don't be angry ; aobody ' has 

* disobeyed you, my dear mother,’ said he : * I. 

* have not been admitted to enter these ^doofgj T 

* have not disobeyed your orders ; for / caam in 

* ihronyh the middle window,' the aid of the 

* Vmpiighter's ladder; so I h$pe you will kindly 
‘ give me' permission' to :.e^ain !’ The Prhfice' 
looked at his mother in a wdy that spoke more 
powerfully than words; the frolicWas Ihughed^aV 
PrinceEdward pardoned, and no offeaaeined Imlf 
so well |>leased ^ais his brother George; who ilraa 
always ready, but not always aWe^’ tohelp^^Bd-^' 

out bf^he niumerbus scrapeSr'ihtO whieh h^- 
iHf continually^^^bihg.” Ybh’ "aemb tfadaif 
lanecdotsi^ as r»t aiTtl sii1l>staniia!ffof^,ftiid%i'i^ 
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tto reason to doubt their- reality?** iii 

the world. We uSed tf> talk ^em over ^ in the 
gardens, and laugh heartily at the monkey tricks^- 
as We used to call ’em, of P»ince,Edwatd.” 
“ You have shown a -marked power of discri« 
minating characters : whose did you admii'e the 
most, the Prince of Wales, or Prince,Edward ?” 
“ I Was fbnde t of the former, because I thought 
he was the best hearted young man ; although 
Edward was the most generous, that is, he scat.* 
tered hi* money more freely.’* 

** How did the character of the late King stand, 
at the age of sixteen’ or seventeen, as regarded 
love affairs?” “ There was little or nothing said 
about him on that bead, till he was in his eigh-< , 
teenth year ; but against Edward there was con- 
tinual complaints. After he was fifteen, he ceased 
giving money to the gardeners and work-people 
as.usual ; and then it was said, he bestowed his 
pocket money on gii^ls} he Was for ever scaling 
wails, •and getting down areas, and was locked 
six hours in the dairy at Kew, by a girl whom 
he plagued sadly, and, who promised she would 
Cmne to hiny at dusk ; instead of which she^*' 
locked the youth in, who had no means of 
esetfpe; and there he was forced to remain till 
hia another came home. During this restraint. 
thApou>y^gontl,^nAn an^u^ed himself ^ith dis^ 
nnit^gmg the economy of the dairy, under the 

Q 
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pretext of endeavouring to learn ko^ to m^kc 
li^tter and cheese. When the Princess wa& in*- 
formed of this transaction, she was very highly 
offended with ^the girl, who was immediately 
discharged, and the Prince severely reprimand' 
ed. Idat he displayed no sense of shame or sor- 
row, telling his mother he was fond of rural 
studies, and had gone to the dairy merely to 
learn how to churn." 

** According to your delineation of character, 
which is corroborated in other quarters^ Prince 
George was much steadier than his brother Ed- 
ward. Will you be so kind as to say candidly, 
if there was no perceptible deficiency in the 
mental capacity or manners of the ^late King, 
how can the conduct of his mother be accounted 
for, in calling the boys ‘ children,' till they 
were men ; and describing the late King as a 
shy and backward boy, childish in his behaviour 
and habits, embarrassed in his manners, and dud 
at his book ?” “I can’t tell,)Sir,” said he, “ hut 
that is not true. It was reported, and very 
generally believed, amongst the upper servants, 
and in tl» gardens,” continued he, ^Hhajfc the 
Princess did all she couid to retard the progress 
of Prince George’s learning, setting him against 
has preceptors, as, I have previoitsly seated* to 
strengthen her eonti'of over him 1. and, thei same 
motivo was ^ssignod for her 



HO'WSE OP BWPWaWlOK. 


^27 


greatly secluded, and making, oir cndeavonring 
to make him wear a black ribbon round his 
neck, and dress like a boy. The imder house- 
keeper at Kew, told me, alwut seven years be- 
fore the old King, George the Second, died, that 
the Princess said to Prince George, in her hear- 
ing, ‘ Why are you so anxious to wear a cravat, 
‘ George ? that will not make you a man a day 

* sooner.’ ‘ Very true. Madam,’ said he, ‘ nor 

* will the paltry riband always make me think 

* myself a hoy, whatever it may do other peo- 

* pie.’ The next day he refused to wear it ; 
and his mother, when she perceived he was de- 
termined, was too good a judge of his disposition 
to perseveye.” 

“ Then, perhaps, you think the King was 
stubborn in his temper, if irritated ; sullen in 
his manner, and unforgiving ?” “ He was not 

capricious. Sir, uoi’ full of mSgrims, but gene- 
rally rational, and I believe, to my soul, always 
just, to the very best of his power; and when 
he knew he was in the right, he could not be 
blamed for being firm. I don’t consider it was 
stubbornness : he was oilm and sedate ; when 
out of temper, he had a' habit of hanging his 
' under Hp, ' and lookiny ylumpy ; but 1 don’t 
-think he bore maltce<; although he might long 
continue- to remember ah offence, he never for- 
get ai falvoar ! d^end oir it, ^r, he was » Une 

02 
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ydiitli, quite the gentleman in his carriage; 
btit I often thought he had something heavy on 
his mind : the squabbles in the family distretsed 
him; the coarse manner of the old King, in 
speakifig of his father, hurt him very much ; 
he 4fery partial to his uncle, Duke William, 
whom his mother could not endure ; he was too 
good a son to find fault with the Princess Dow- 
ager ; but I firmly believe he was greatly agi- 
tated at times,' and distressed in mind, on her 
account.” * * 

** You have given so decided an. opinion" 
against the criminal intercourse imputed to the 
Earl of Bute and the Princess Dowager of 
Wales, it is not likely the Prince «ould have 
been unhappy in the belief that his mother was' 
incontinent and degraded. Do you think it 
arose from any secret dread, lest the Duke of 
Cumberland, his* uncle, or Lord Bute and his- 
mother, would attempt to throw any obstacles 
in the ■way of his rights as heir to the croWn, iti 
case the aged King had died before he was > 
eighteen ?” I can’t pretend to giVeany opinion* 
on these points; they are above my (»paoity:^ 
but this I know, that the< young 'man seemed'; 
to enjoy himself so'thoroughly in bis fold sports^ ' 
in his healthful and innocent reereatioaa hi the- 
country, his gardening, and music- poiltka'^ that 
1- fOally r think hit^ did not caiu how ikag ^his 
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gpandfiither lived. He was out bunting on the 
morning wheu the old King, George the Second, 
died.' several horsemen started to find the. new 
King, and announce hi^ accession to the thronf^ 
Is it certain,’ said the Prince to the fijjst who 
arrived, ‘ that my honoured old grand|%^i^|r 
‘ dead? Perhaps he has only fallen down.^;!^ 
‘ fit.’ ‘ King George the Second is certainly 
‘ dead, and you are now King George the Third; 

‘ and God bless and long preserve your Majesty,*, 
said the messenger, offering to kneel. This 
the young MonarcJi would not permit. Putting 
his hand in his pocket, he gave the man money ; 
it was twelve guiuca.s and a half. ‘ Take this^' 
said he, ‘ yiessentfer / U is alt t/te money I 
* if I am indeed your King, the last happy day, 
my life Juts passed /’ You may rely upon thhf, 
being truth, Sir, ahd surely it does not show as if, 
he were very impatient to reigif*” » 

. ; Such were the retnini»^nces of a man, whmn. 
Providence has blessed with a sound mind, lodg- 
ed in a sound body, who appeal's to have noj 
long Perished resentments to gratify, nor an^> 
cognizable motive fmr flattery. By his acccnint^) 
ait'this' youthful period, 'George the Third, pos-.' 
sessed, the aamd di^ified simplicity of manners,, 
wl^h. he.preawved/ throughout his life; and 
nftaiUfeste^ thus early, a degree of liberal good > 
senie^.Mid woifeistmit /bfdiavioujr, beyond 'what^ 
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cobld reasonably have been expected at his early 
age, and in his elevated station. When ques- 
tioned as to the high degree of profligacy, which 
the Princess Dowager il stated, in ‘ tive Diary,' 
to have assigned as a leading cause of her pro- 
hihiting the heir-apparent to the crown, from 
any active or extensive intercourse with youths 
of his own age, however high their rank, he 
shook his head, and said, he had no personal 
knowledge or any particular foundation for such 
assertions. “ I rather think,” said he, *< it Urose 
from excessive haughtiness of mind. The 
Princess was very proud,” he continued, “ and 
she endeavoured to render her sons proud also ; 
but she totally failed with the late Ki»g. Prince 
Edward was much more haughty and fiery.” 

Speaking of the religious sentiments of George 
the Third, the venerable narrator stated, that he 
seemed natural^ religious ; was always regulai* 
in his attendance whenever prayers W'ere read ; 
whilst bis brothel’s had end' ess excuses to offer; on 
account of absence, and made game at the clidp- 
lain.s, calling their brother George* “ oZd 
woman," for paying them any rdspectf 'he did hot 
think tiiere was any secret polity in this de- 
ini^okr of Prihee George ; he could not believe 
it arose from oXij JesuilMal or othetHj^rhetion, 
in ‘arbitrary principles of gorveromtit; but 
nrfthlly aiid exclusively from iimat0‘toodesty and 
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Worth, Thus warm and sincere were -the eulo- 
g’iu|ns paid to the memory of George the Third, 
by men whose testimony could not by. possibility 
be tainted by any sorjlM motive ; in the ntter- 
ance of which, their eyes, features, and voi^e 
all combined to give tlii; stamp of sincerity to 
their natural and graceful flow of unstudied elo- 
quence. However Jtumble the individuals, or 
trivial the incidents, the Editor feels a higher 
gratification in having it in his power thus to 
suatchi»frum the sweeping tide of oblivion, eluci- 
dations so indisputably authentic, and unequivo- 
cally honourable to the venerable narrators, and 
the venerated dead, than he should, if all the 
remaining stores of the unpublished Doddingto- 
nian MSS. were spread before him for perusal 
and selection. His manners (Prince George, 
1754) grew perceptibly more and more manly, 
but wholly free from arrogjihcc, insolence, or 
a domineering spirit. In addre^ng bis attend- 
ants, he was particularly courteous ; and the more 
humble their rank, the greater was the indulgenee 
he extended to their failings or deficiencies. In 
his bodily .exercises, riding and fencing were his 
favourite amusements. He was very tall at sixteen, 
becomingly gay in his attire, but not foppisUy,^^ ; 
bis greatest improvement was in th^ rtody 
of oiBsi^; and when his sisters or mother »coiUd 
prevul him to read from the woyk^ of 
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Sbaki^pearc, Milton, or any of our great poetsi bu 
tone and manner were much admired. Like 
his godfather, the reigning King of Sweden, he 
was addicted to mechanical pursuits ; was well 
grounded in mathematical principles, and laid 
out considerable sums in instruments. Of those 
abstract studies, astronomy held the first rank. 
The chief cause of uneasiness he gave his mother 
at this period, was his fondness for spirited hoi’ses. 
Owing to a visible inclination of his knees, he did 
not appear to equal advantage on foot ns on a 
horse. It was but seldom he ap])eared in public;; 
but when he did, he was hailed with rapturous 
applause, and sometimes forced to hear expresr 
sson.s, which, by reflecting on his mother, gave 
him sensible pain. He was addicted to early 
hours ; and at his meals it was remarked, that he 
ate of the plainest dishes, whilst the young vo- 
luptuary, his brother Edward, was. frequently 
checked and restrained from that indulgence of 
appetite to which be was inclined. The reports - 
were favourable as to the studies of the Prince,, 
the dead languages alone excepted ; nor could all< 
the efforts of hi^ tutors, as respeeti^ the Greek and > 
Roman classics, inspire him with any ambition; ' 
to He was kind and affectmnate to all;, 

hhi^tro^ers and alters j but the last child; Carer ; 
lin^.]|i^ilda, was his. .pi^. . She was uneonmsenly H 
beaptifal« no lep .lascinating in her temper : 
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Slid dfs^iticok. He often tised to play with h6r, 
with as much ardour as a (ihild of her own age, 
for which his mother would sometimes reproach 
him ; and the little creature grew so fond of 
him» that she was never so happy as iu the com- 
pany oi father George, as she fondly called him. 
Thus kind, gentle, and innocent, were the temper, 
manners, and amusements of this Prince, in his 
sixteenth year ; not brilliant by genins, nor dis- 
tinguished by elegant attainments, but sensible, 
amiab^- and respectable, affording the fairest 
promise of that fine model of a perfect English 
gentlemmi, which his maturity of manhood exhi- 
bited, and all the world admired and revered. 

In the y^r 1759, this Prince attained the age of 
twenty-one years, up to which period he had never 
taken his seat in the House of Lords, never been 
introduced into the Privy Council, nor matricu- 
lated in either of our Universities ; never been 
allowed to display the powers of his mind,* his 
judgment, or his taste, in the selection of his as- 
sociates. He had been held in a state of liberal' 
seclusion, as absolute and unbroken as if hisca-' ’ 
pacity to fulfil tlib varied and weighty funoiSoits - 
of^a King bad depended upon his remai^n^' a 
stihanger to his futarb ftmctions-l and fittOrly 
ign<»ant©ftlmk;haracter6f hissubjbbts. 'Duriiig'' 

thii0‘ eontinttattt^nf thi^ ruilicatioii',\f tfe^leixpi'ei^’'' 
siofir may bn4lld\^ith()eeH^»i'i&tK^obti6nSf'’wfei^^lii[i-^ ' 
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planted, strengthened, and matured, which, by 
distracting his future councils, broke his peace, if 
not the sanity of his mind, dismembered his 
empire, and pursued the blameless Monarch, till, 
jinking beneath its accumulating load of ills, his 
mental faculties fell into a state of immature de- 
cay, whilst his physical frame yet remained strong 
and vigorous. Perhaps, take him all in all, 
there was not, at the age of twenty-one, a 
more amiable young man in the whole range 
of his future empire ; no one whose iiftegrity 
was greater, whoso leading propensities were 
more )>laiid and benevolent, whose morals 
were purer, or whose manners more dc^eidedly 
bespoke the polish and the dignity of kigh estate, 
He certainly deserved to be happy, as there is 
jnst cau.se for giving him credit for the most 
' ardent wish to confer hapjnnc.ss on others, how- 
ever wide his judgment might sometimes be mis- 
led. Thence, as well jis being ibe be.st and 
noblest of British youths, it may with equal 
truth and ju.stice be said, he was also the most 
injured and unfortunate ! The most injured, be- 
cause of those family feuds-, monarchical preju- 
dices, and oligarchical calmls, which had exclud- 
ed him from a free and frequent intercourse with 
the executive government; the most unfoi'tunate, 
becatfse those exetasions and pi ivations prevented 
his aeqiiiljng that personal and practical know- 
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ledge of his future subjects, i and of * the art of 
governing' a great and high-spirited pec^le-r- 
<]ualities which were essentially nece^ary to form 
a great monarch. 

That eminent autlmrity, Milton, thus briefly 
and forcibly illustrates his idea of a kingly edw- 
cation : 

“ I call that a complete ami generotis educa- 
tion^' said be, “ which jits a person to perform 
justly, skilfully, and magnanimously, all the 
offices*of public and private life, of peace and of 
war!" 

Discarding the latter proficiency, which the 
altered state of the British empire had rendered 
unnecessjwy, a slight com|)arison of the manner 
in which the Prince had been reared, that ks, 
after tljc death of his generous and public-spirited 
father, with the great duties he was expected to 
perform, will convince every impartial reader 
how radically defective was the whole system of 
bis education. Those who coolly and dispas- 
sionately examine the preceding History of the 
VpuTH OP Georce the Third — that carefully 
mark the various sketches developing his <dia- 
racter, from the timid boy of nine, to the modest 
hian of twenty-one, will find nothing but what 
is gracious 'and good in the composition ; and 
also wdhing in the conduct of those by whom.his 
education was conducted, which indicated a real, 
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sincere, efficient wi^, or an earnest endeavonr,: 
j^operly and becomingly TO form the putc»b 
MONARCH. His education, if such it may be 
called, was made up of shreds and patches j his 
tutors evidently were objects of indifference, if 
not of his dislike ; even the desire to excel.as a 
scholar was extinguished, either by the contempt 
in which he heard men of the highest learning 
mentioned in his mother’s court, or by the fre-, 
quent and highly indecorous allusions to his own 
personal deficiencies, so often displayed m*** The. 
Diary." 

In the same proportion as the genius of the 
youthful Prince was thus depressed, it appear^, , 
by the evidence of living witnesses, that he was 
permitted to indulge his innocent inclinationsaud, 
powerful predilection for the pure and tranquil . 
pleasures of rural life. 

,As far as possible, the Prince detached himtelfj 
from bis high'titled and privileged attendauJtSf 
and he passed so much time on horsebacki^ndiift; 
pedestrian excursions in the royah parks: and. i 
gardens,; that it was almost impossible, except by;r 
attaining from sleep, Im could faave spared time ; 
for .abstracted sthdiee. . Hence itt. appears, ae iff 
hi»«mbith)us had stiidiouslyfCiMosicagedL 

this desultory : modoidf the better .to. ingran^' f 

tiatedieiTsllfrind h«dd‘l3crirB dGlViOtm^ heip^ 

tweetoiirhidn^ if/fhenoxeidistedvikeiifiiliitfmldix^ 





neitton, thei%s had clearly atid decisively beeti‘ 
ihatdred and acted lipon a well digested system' 
of secret policy, to ke^ the future monarch in 
this state of seclusion ^om, and non-intercourse 
with, the busy world, in the hope that, without 
polluting his morals, or stultifying his mind, it 
would retard or obstruct the full expansion of his 
intellectual powers, and hold his tractable and 
docile mind in that state of dependent awe and 
subjection which might enable them to influence' 
and regulate his future conduct — in fact, to reign 
under the name and symbols of George the 
Third. These causes and effects are requisite to 
account, rationally and candidly, for the utter 
neglect of (those great and wholesome reforms, 
which were so essentially wanting ; and for the 
unwelcome and unexpected presence, of many! 
public measures, which, obscuring the dazzling*' 
brilliancy of his dawning reign, lanrcntably dis- 
appointed the hopes of those wbO fondly, had an* r 
ticipated, tiiat, ” inheriting all' the virtues'' of;; 
his generous and patriotic sire, he would realize the'^ 
flattering promises which that 8ire had‘given',fOf,.. 
rulingthe nation Gor9STimJTioNAiXY,di8cardin|f 
the system ^coercion, of curbs, t^^ehicks^andigla* 
diuttmaljmciionsi ' 'For .‘every igood he bestowed I 
the nation had> ‘to ‘thank ‘hia^native purity of 
mind; for every >gbed withheldreir ^vii inflicted, ; 
reproad) the baneful cdaHtion bhtrieen'hulinothen < 
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and Lord Bute, and those persons also for bis 
every act that ran counter to the wishes and wel- 
fare of his people. 


ACCESSION 


OF 

GEORGE THE THIRD. 

On that mild and beautiful autumnal mpniing, 
when the .venerable old Monarch, George the 
Second, sunk by a rupture of the aorta, without 
a struggle, into the arms of death, his young, 
cheerful, healthful heir, had arisen at an early 
hour, and, mounted upon his favourite hunter, 
‘ Sampson,' rode out to the Hundred Acres, at 
Banstoat! Downs*, where a stag was turned out, 
and the Prince, keen for the chase, anticipated, 
by the strength and size of the noble animal, a 
has d day’s run ; wlien suddenly a horseman, 
covered with dust, arrived, asid hastily approach- 
ing the Prince, threw hiiuself off the reeking 
horse, ami bending his knee, hailed him as 
George the Thjrjd, and announced, his grand- 


* iliOrd Batemdn was master of the stag hounds to George 
j they were keaoelled at this period, at' BarroVs 

Ijkdgfs. 
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father’s death. Kennedy, the head huntsTmn, 
was close to the new King, when the almost 
breathless messenger arrived, bearing the im- 
portant tidings. According to his statement 
to John Lowe, no spark of joy appeared in the 
eyes, nor flushed on the features, of the young 
King, who* instantly alighted from his noble 
steed, .the better to interrogate the bearer of the 
intelligence, respecting the manner in which his 
royal grandfather had been so suddenly attacked, 
and Wliat degree of pain he had endured prior 
to his dissolution. When convinced that his 
sufierings had been so short, he said, “ Poor old 
gentleman ! I little expected these tidings this 
morning, ^for the King was remarkablg well last 
nighty “ Yes, your Majesty (said the messen- 
ger), and so he was this morning, having ate 
his breakfast with a good appetite, and was just 
going down to the gardens 'to take a walk.” 
The young King then asked how his aunt, the 
Princess Amelia, was, and how she had sustained 
the shock of her venerable father’s so sudden 
death ? and he appeared deeply aflected, when 
he was told that the last words uttered by the 
expiring Sovereign, were, “ Call Amelia;" and 
that, owing to her deafness, and the confusion 
, wliich prevailed, she was uQt,^ ou her arrival in 
,the King’s chamb^, duly apprized of his detth ; 
but supposing him to liftve fallen dowii» fit, 
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from which he might recover, she hastily ran Id 
the bed-^side, and bent her face near his, when 
instantaneously the awful truth flashed on her 
mind, that her father was a corse ! 

The young Monarch was powerfully affected^ 
and held his hunting-cap a short time before his 
face, to conceal his tears. Alluding to bis 
grandfather, and the Princess Amelia, he then 
said, “ God rest Ms so7tl! and enable her to 
bear this heavy blow. All the pleasures of this 
life are now for ever passed with me.’* Whilst 
he uttered those words, all his attendants stood 
around uncovered. He then gave the messenger 
his purse, containing ten guineas and some sil- 
ver, saying, “ It is all the money I hjive about 
me, but I’ll think of you the first opportunity, 
and provide for your future stipport.” Such 
were the expressions used by George the Third» 
when the death of his aged grandfather was 
announced*. He then vaulted into his saddle, 
and turning towards Kew slowly waved his 


* Some Variations a)re observable between the two accounts 
of those occurrences, but of a nature that rather confirms thek 
general authenticity, than affects their credit. The veteran, 
whose name is given as the author, expresses, in the most con- 
fident terms, his full belief in the truth of every syllable here 
inserted ; and the Editor felt pleased in having an opportunity 
of rescuing those line traits of royal character from that obli^ 
vtipn in wfaidi they were eo nearly ingulfed# 
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handy as if' repeUing a crowd- of -noblemen, and 
gentlement V;ho were advancing in haste towards 
hiosy for the '.purpose either of condolence or con- 
gratulation. He had not proceeded a miley 
ere liord Bute was seen riding at fulLspe^ 
towards the newly-announced Monarch, who,. 
throwing,hin»self otf his fleet horse, would, on his, 
knees, have hailed him as George the Third, if 
the modest young Prince had not shewn how 
strongly such demonstrations pained him, and 
insisted., upon his lordship’s forbearing. Before 
they had reached the palace of the Princess 
Dowager, his mother, the news had spread wide 
around, and he was greeted with loud and ge- , 
neral acclaimtions. i 

Just as his grandfather expired, Mr. Pitt had 
left the king’s. presence, little thinking how pear 
his venerable master was arrived to that moment, < 
which, to him, had no successor. As soon as he 
found tliat the spark of life was extinguished^* 
he drove with all possible .speed towards Kew, 
hoping he should be the first messenger of the 
great news ; but he found Lord Bute had been' 
beforehand with him, and the rival statesmen 
retumM to Kew, where, not being very wryehtly 
pressed to stay, Mr. Pitt proceeded back to town, 
ruminating perhaps on the clouds which might 
be expected to obscure the g^ory of. the new 
reign, from the too^ohvicais inflaence of thpL'Ep^l-. 
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of Bate, ami the intriguing ambitious mothor 
pf the young Monarch. 

Early the next day (Sunday, the 26th), the 
young King set out for St. James’s Palace, ac- 
companied by Lord Bute. Upon his Majesty’s 
arrival, Mr. Pitt presented him with a written 
paper, containing some suggestions which that 
bold and enter))rising statesman conceived might 
be advantageously combined with his first ad- 
dress to the Pri\y Council. The King thanked 
the minister for his considerate condit^pt, and 
informed him he had already considered the 
subject, and determined upon what he should 
say to the Privy Council. This was not a dis- 
missal ; but, as an omen, it was inauspicious, 
and proved that the influence which Lord Bute 
bad been so many years laboriously, though 
secretly employed in creating, was likely to 
overpower that of Mr. Pitt and his colleagues, 
and drive them from the presence of the King. 

The remains of George the Second were, with 
due pomp and solemnity, consigned to their 
stately mausoleum in the Abbey, on the evening 
of Tuesday, the 11th of November; and tlie 
next day intelligence arrived of a splendid vic- 
tory gained by the King of Prussia over the 
army commanded, by Field Marshal Daun. 
Thus one monarch sunk beneath, and another 
rose above the Britieh horizon, amidst a blase 
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unrivalled and unsullied glory, The Park and 
Tower guns were fired to announce this event, 
which was, like all other continental victories, 
more splendid than advantageous to British 
interests. This battle had been expected some 
time; and the anxiety of the old King to ascer- 
tain the state of the wind at the instant when he 
fell dead, arose from his impatient desire to learn 
its result; and by possibility occasioned that 
stronofer impulse of the blood in his worn-out 
vessels,* which caused the sudden gush of blood, 
by which he was suffocated. Consigned to the 
cold chambers of death, he heard not the thunder 
of the artillery reverberating around ; nor could 
the blaze of the general illumination which follow- 
ed, the ensuing evening, illumine the gloom of his 
dark sepulchre. In the universal burst of na- 
tional joy and rapture which pervaded all ranks 
of people, the old Monarch was siuldeniy for- 
gotten ; and the young King appealed under 
advantages superior to those connected with any 
of his predecessors, except Queen Elizabeth. 
Thte* person, manners, and morals of George the 
Third, were praised by admiring and applauding 
millions. He was gentle, docile, and his love of 
his people apparently as sincere, as that which, 
on their side, was so loudly and vehemently de- 
monstrated towards his royal person. Under 
such pleasing and auspicious circumstances, the 

R 2 
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kingdom happy, tranquil, and united ; its arms 
victorious on the ocean and on the land, in every 
quarter of the globe ; what obstacle to the repeal 
of the obnoxious Septennial Act, and to a thorough 
reform of all existing abuses, could have been an- 
ticipated, or drcaded,^if his ministers had had 
courage and virtue to have boldly, yet respect- 
fully, urged the young Monarch to have recom- 
mended those great salutary measures ? Unhap- 
pily, that foe to every thing liberal or graceful 
in the art of government. Lord Bute, affbuded the 
only excuse that could be offered by Mr. Pitt 
and his associates for the omission, were they 
capable of being yet called upon for their de- 
fence. They felt the pestiferous influence of 
that corrupt instrument, before he had set his 
foot within the council-chamber; and when he 
had wriggled himself into a place at the table, 
the popular ministers felt the ground give way 
under their feet. 

By a weak and temporizinr>- policy they courted 
humiliation and defeat, when by an opposite 
course they might have kept the demoralizing 
minion at a distance, apd have prevented those 
unpalatable measures which gave rise to a course 
of crooked politic:^ • which rendered the young 
Monarch unpopular and unhappy, and involved 
tfeo) country in, a, most unnatural warfare with 
trapS'Atlantic children! Such were the bit- 
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ter fruits of the expansion and diffusion of that 
baleful influence which Lord Bote had been so 
many years employed in creating and consoli- 
dafing ! 

It was well observed, very recently, in * The 
Times,’ (January 31, J!^20,) that the com- 
mencement of a new reign is of itself a vast do- 
mestic incident, forming one of the great marks 
established by general consent, for estimating a 
nation’s age. Thus, he that in after ages shall 
have oPcasion to refer to the FIRST year of George 
the Third, will, by an unavoidable association of 
ideas, dwell with feelings of pleasure, perhaps 
of melancholy, upon the happy state of England 
at that most brilliant period of its history; when 
the administration of public justice was wholly 
free, not merely from secret influence and op- 
pression in state cases, but even from suspicions! 
When the liberties of the people -were un- 
restricted by every thing, except the Septennidl 
dct and Excise Laws; when every working man 
could earn as much money in a week, as, ex- 
pended with care, was competent to the decent 
maintenance of his whole family a fortnight'; 
when the sad extremes, now so obviously pro- 
minent, of exuberant wealth and luxury, and 
pale-cheeked poverty and squ^d want, were 
happily unknown; whefn there was a strong 
Spirit of pride and integrity in merchants, 
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an oath had some hold on the conscience, even 
where personal interest was deeply involved; 
when a child of six years old might, with as 
much safity, have been sent to purchase an ar- 
ticle of a shopkeeper, as the keenest adult of the 
present day ; when the rustic labourer enjoyed 
his cottage immunities, a pasture heath, that 
afforded food for his cow, sheep, geese, or swine, 
and fuel for household use ; when he could dress 
well, had a’flitch of bacon on the rack, a pig in 
his stye, and a barrel of ale for wakes and festi- 
vals ; when a liberal plenty diffused itself through- 
out the land ; when hospitality was not noticed, 
on account of its prevalence ; when ten farms 
were seen, where one appears at present; when 
the farmers’ wives and daughters, jocund and 
happy, decked out in rustic finery, ti'udged on 
foot to market with baskets of butter, eggs, or 
poultry on their arms, and when the saJe price 
of provisions was scarcely superior to the profit 
claimed by the retailers of food, at the less au- 
spicious commencement of the present reign; when 
pauperism, though an increasing and alarming 
evil, was but as a speck, a mere mole-hill, compar- 
ed to its present mountain size; our prisons were 
only of their ancient capacity ^ our work-houses 
very few, and our barracks still fewer! Such ard 
the proud recollections which will forever jiresent 
themselves with the first year* of the Teign of 
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George the Third ! England, at this period, 
had ascended to the highest pinnacle of her true 
greatness and prosperity ! and happy had it heeq, 
if her .statesmen could have confined her power 
and dominion within those limits, and said to 
their .succe.ssors, ‘ Thw shalt go no further! 
‘ Presd've what we have attained, and seek no 
‘ moi'e' The morals of the nation, taken on a 
general scale, were then in a high state of com- 
parative ])urity. Commerce had not yet fami- 
liarized its votaries with base expedients, af- 
forded by false pipers and false oaths. The 
great body of the people were sound at the core. 
Thei'e was less preaching, and less fanaticism; 
fewer churches, still fewer cliapels; more truly 
religious sentiment, and the social virtues of our 
ancestors yet flourished. All that we have since 
gained, in power, dominion, and glory, we have 
more than lost in moi’als, ha])piness, and freedom. 
The picture of England in 1760 is most de- 
lightful : the pen dwells with fondness upon the 
genial glories of that golden tera. But, to re- 
turn from this digression : on Tuesday, the 18th 
of November, accom{)anied by his evil genius, 
Lord Bute, in quality of groom of the stole, the 
young Monarch went in state to meet his people 
in parjinmeot Ashe passed along in slow pro- 
cession, bis eyes beltdiilie tvuest loie and ad- 
Ruination ligliting up eyery honest face, 
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windows were crowded witli the youthful fair, 
who waved their lily hands, applauding the 
Monarch as he passed ; whilst free and unbought 
huzzas resounded from the assembled multitude, 
which plaudits continued almost witliout abate- 
ment, till the imposing spectacle was over. The 
King was nearly overpowered by these demon- 
strations of universal love : till then he had no 
adequate conception bow vivst was the fund of 
affection that dwelt in the bosom of his people. 

It touched his giuteful heart so deeply, that as 
he put on his robes of state, he was seen to wipe 
away the tears that had spontaneously flowed. 
Those were tears of joy ; but, alas ! the virtuous 
Monarch lived to shed many a tear ^of sorrow, 
though not one embittered by a sense of guilt or 
remorse. 

Thus cheered and sustained, the youthful 
King met his people in parliament, if the asser- 
tion piay be allowed, not alone unawed, but 
probably with a feeling that the assembly before 
him was fur inferior to himself, in purity of mind 
and real patriotism, and not good enough to be 
considered as a fair specimen of 'the purest and 
least tainted portion of his nation. A sudden 
flush overspread bis florid checks, as he ascended 
the throne. In a moment his countenance be- 
<^ne calm and collecd;cd : and with that ease 
dignity which commanded the spontane- 
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ous applanse of Mr. Quin, he read hi$ maiden 
speech. 

14ie authenticity of these traits of characterin 
George the Third may be depended upon ; for 
they are derived from pure fountains, from those 
who had no feelings of avarice or hatred to gra- 
tify ; and they prove that George the Third, in 
his youth, was remarkable for sensibility and 
acute mental feeling. That they militate against 
received and fjxed opinions, is no' bar to then’ 
being -founded on truth. It should be remem- 
bered that these traits relate to a period so re- 
mote> that few, very few indeed of the existent, 
and none of the rising race of Britons can have 
known bij^t by tradition. That great and marked 
change in his personal manners, which in the 
course of his long — long life, and shattered intel- 
lect, produced those outward signs of a vacant 
mind, delighted with trivial or ludicrous inci- 
dents, o]:)erated an almost universal feeling' that 
George the Third was greatly deficient as to 
sensibility, and possessed of a mind almost below 
the common standard as to its capacity. 

It assuredly was the baleful, narrow'^ ‘m- 
moral policy of contracting state-marriagest 
which first warped, and ultimately shattered his 
mind, . The father of George the. Third, had he 
been left to follow his own free- will, would have 
married a graod^daughter of the great Dukoof 



ANECDOTES OP THE 


ioO 


Marlborough j and his son, George the Third, 
was deej)Iy enamoured of Lady 8arah Lennox. 
/S'tefe/w/icy, wielded by an ambitious and haughty 
mother, interfered, and snapt asunder, and 
uprooted that honourable attachment , and seek- 
ing in the petty courts of Germany for a consort, 
gave that first great shock to his feelings, which 
led to deep and irrejmrable evils, not merely to 
the King, but to the nation ; for during various 
periods of longer and more frequent aberrations 
than his people knew of, the monarchical func- 
tions were exercised solely ])y his Ministers, in 
concert perhaps with a Queen, amongst whose 
virtues, any deep reverence towards tlie rights 
of the people, was not numbered. 

An honourable, although a mistaken feeling of 
jmblic duty, had led George the Third to relin- 
quish his intention to majTy Lady Sarah liCn- 
nox, and acknowledge her as his Queen Consort ^ 
and the same principle led him to wish to con- 
trol and guide his brothers’ choice j what was 
the result ? The deepest immorality, continual 
violations of the laws of hospitality ; the seduc- 
tions of the wives and daughters of the first of 
the English nobility ; and if the claims of Mrs. 
Serfes, as the daughter of the late Duke of Cum- 
berland, are true, it also led to the commission 
of felony, as well as to innumerable acts of 
adukery. 
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Let us next re<^ard the same baleful law as 
o[)erating’ on the children of George the Third, 
Tn how terrible and awful a .situation has that 
jwlicjf placed his sacces.sor on the throne ? What 
a dieadful train of variegated misery has it en- 
tailed upon his beloved niece, the daughter of 
his elder sister, whom he selected as a bride for 
his eldest son ! The horrid and vile anomaly in 
British jurisprudence — the hateful Bill of Pains 
and Penalties, is its ofEspring', the effects of 
which® no human eye can foresee, no human 
tongue can tell. Next look at the state of suc- 
cession to the throne! To the dissolution of a 
marriage, full and perfect, between the Duke of 
Sussex and Lady Murray ! And then let any 
man of sense, who dares, assert that it is not high 
time to abolish the Royal Marriage Act, by 
which so much crime and misery has been engen- 
dered in the Royal Family, and by which the 
first and noblest of British women, can attain no 
higher connexion with that family than to be- 
come a concubine to a British Prince ! The next 
division will go deeper into this interesting sub- 
ject. Without stooping to seek after a casual 
amour, or to drag into the blaze of day those 
dubious tales of youthful frailty, which, if such 
existed, had better be passed over in silence, the 
Editor proceeds to give his readers a narrative 
of a first and hopeless passion cherished by the late 
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King, the blighting of which, on the ground of 
public duty, is supposed, and was indeed capable, 
to have originated that dreadful malady, which 
soon afterwards displayed its irreparable ravages 
on his heretofore sensitive mind. 

Shortly after his ascending the British throne, 
the confidential advisers of the young King, 
strongly importuned him to marry a foreign 
Princess ; a proposal by no means agreeable to 
an ardent lover, whose aflections were already 
settled upon a young English lady, <ff‘ very 
great beauty, high rank, and the most unex- 
ceptionable manners, disposition, and character. 
Very opposite statements have long since appear- 
ed respecting this transaction ; and the Editor, 
in offering this addition to the number, assures 
his readers that a Commander of the Knights 
of the Order of St. Joachim, so often mentioned 
in the preceding annals, declared in 1808, that 
however romantic it might appear, the royal 
amour alluded to was founded on real facts. 

Horace Walpole (Chapter VII. of his Remi- 
niscences) has asserted, as an indubitable truth, 
that Frederick, Prince of Wales, father of 
George the Third, paid his addresses to Lady 
Diana Spencer, grand-daughter of Sarah, Duch- 
ess of Marlborough, and that even the day was 
fixed for their being secretly married at the 
lodge, belvipging to the Duchess, in Windsor 

3 
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Great Park. Sir Levett Hanson^ iii 1808, af- 
firmed, that he was assured by a gentleman who 
belonged to the Prince’s household, that Frede- 
rick, Prince of Wales, used often to tell Prince 
George, that as he was an English hog, he 
should, if he pleased, have an English Wipe ; 
observing, that by continually intermarrying 
with German women, the Royal Family would 
remain for ever Germanized, and distinct from 
the nation they governed. When it was urged 
by hig» courtiers, that such marriages might 
prove prejudicial to the state, by conferring too 
great an ascendancy upon particular families, 
and thereby create jealousies and ill blood; he 
would reply, in a jocular way, by saying, he 
should have boys and girls enough to connect 
the crown by blood with so many families, that 
no such danger could arise ; and be would never 
force his sons or daughters to marry : adding, 
if they should like the Germans best, let them 
take tlieir choice ; but I would rather that they 
should all marry into English families, and 
then their descendants would be of British blood, 
as well as Brit<»is bom. His consort, having 
been reared in a petty court *, where the peopU 
and the cattle were held in about equal estimation. 


♦ Saxt Gotha. 
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and ^pected, silently and submissively, to sub- 
mit to every mandate, heard with surprise and 
indignation those alarming doctrines, and ener- 
getically affirmed, that if she had power to 
prevent it, never should a child of her’s marry 
into an English family I The sentiments ex- 
pressed by the father, at a later period of his 
life, sunk deep into the mind of his son George ; 
and when, in 17.56, his grandfatl)er thought 
of marrying him to a Priticess of Brunswick, 
he expressed to his mother his strong aversion 
to the marriage, who, having other views, sup- 
ported her son’s determination, without saying 
why, and there ended the incipient project. 

According to this verbal statemcnj;, for the 
accuracy of which the Editor cannot of course 
become pledged. Georoe the Third, before 
he was twenty-one years of age, had secretly 
made up his mind to adopt his father’s maxims, 
and select an English woman to share, as his 
consort, the English thron-'. His affections 
settled, as it is stated, upon Lady Sarah 
Lennox. The enamoured youth was not slow 
in finding means to let the noble young damsel 
know of the pure and ardent affection his hearf 
cherished towards her, and if she deigned to 
listen to bis suit, it was his intention, if he lived 
to ascend the throne, that she should share it 
with him. With a frankness of heait, which 


1 
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reflects ^onour upon her memory, the amiable 
girl freely acknowledged that, had the rank of 
her lover been as far below her’s as it was above, 
she could have met his advances without doing 
violence to her feelings ; but, as the ease stood, 
after having gratefully and humbly thanked 
the Prince for the proud distinction he had 
bestowed, and wishing him every hapjuness, 
she informed him she durst not act otherwise, 
than decline his flattering ofier. Having fully 
made ,up his mind on the subject, this graceful 
denial oidy fanned the intense passion he felt, 
and perhaps did not wish to control; and so 
powerful were its eflects, that it wrought a 
sudden and marked change in his pursuits. 
His dogs, his horses, his field-sports, were for a 
time wholly neglected, till upon his reiterated 
assurances of the resolution he had long formed 
of marrying a British lady, and that he would 
rather relinquish the throne than his hope of 
attaining her for his bride, she cancelled the 
negative previously given, and they interchanged 
vows of love and constancy. Then, when his 
mind was released from the racking anguish of 
suspense, and he was received as a favoured 
lover, the youthful Prince resumed his former 
sports, though with diminished ardour ; for the 
lair Lennox revelled in his virtuous bosom, — 
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the Queen of Jiis soul, — the sole objef^, of his 
youthful love. 

In relating these interesting court anecdotes, 
Sir Levett Hansou spoke of them as sober facts ; 
and, if his opinions were well grounded, neither 
the Duke of Richmond, nor Lady Sarah Lennox, 
merited those very coarse and unbecoming stric- 
tures, in which the author of the Memoirs of 
Queen Charlotte, page 317 , has ventured to in- 
dulge. The Ex-Chamberlain smiled at the idea, 
that the reigning family could have been dis- 
graced by the heir apparent mari'ying the 
daughter of an English peer; whilst, in the 
most full and positive terms, he afiirmed that 
the Duke of Richmond, her father, had no 
knowledge of, or participation in this amour; 
stating that a cousin of his mother’s * was go- 
verness to Lady Sarah, and also her confidant ; 
and that her conduct was marked by the strict- 
est propriety and decorum in every stage of the 
transaction, — when her ho^jes were lifted high, 
and an imperial crown seemed impending over 


• At the distance of twelve years, and the want of memo* 
rindums to refresh the memory, it would be going too far to 
that ^ifery fact id corftetly stated as it was cbrnniunicat- 
6d| bart stiti^as it is here stttted was its telabr alid ihteamngr '^.' 
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her he^4> — and when, by a cruel reverse, the 
flattering prospects suddenly vanished, and love 
was made an ofiering to state policy! 

Beset on every side with interested observers, 
it must have been a matter of great difficulty 
for the Prince to have carried on this intercourse 
undiscovered; yet this was accomplished through 
the medium of his brother Edward; and the 
lovers frequently met at the country-seat of a 
lady of rank, which stood in the track of the 
Prince’s rustic excursions. During these stolen 
interviews, which could not last long, the lover 
acquainted his intended bride that he neither 
had nor should consult any of his courtiers; 
but, deferring the marriage till he had ascend- 
ed the throne, he would plead his father’s 
promise, .claim his natural right to select his 
partner for life, and throw himself upon the 
generosity of his people for support and appro- 
bation. 

Mr. Creset, private secretary to the Princesf ’ 
Dowager, and, according to Sir Levett Hanson’s 
narrative, her chief household spy, was the 
person, who, suspecting the Prince’s frequent 
visits to the Countess of *♦**, were connected 
with some intrigue, had the credit of having 
discovered this amatory iidercourse and corres- 
pondence, which, before he reflected how much 
better a hand of that discovery he might Imre 
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made by concealing it from all except tbe loveri, 
he babbled out to his inquisitive mistress. Ac* 
cording to the narrator, the Princess Dowager 
was affected no less powerfully than if she had 
been apprized of the sudden death of her eldest 
son. She had for some time been suspicious 
that the Prince was deeply engaged in some 
amour, but her pride repelled the idea that he 
had already plighted his faith to raise an Eng- 
lish lady to be the partner of his throne ! Rage, 
indignation, scorn, dismay, each by turns as- 
sailed her agitated bosom ; yet her usual cau- 
tion did not forsake her, and though constrained 
forbearance cost her a severe pang, the Princess 
sent Creset to summon the Earl of Bute to her 
presence, before she ventured upon any attempt 
to avert a blow, alike fatal to all her ambitious 
projects, and intolerably humiliating to her 
pride-choked mind. 

Lord Bute wsis scarcely less surprised than 
the Princess, or less alarn:ed. He saw all the 


dangers which surrounded them, and taught 
the passion-torn mother the necessity of subdu- 
ing her feelings, and having reeoursc to sap and 
mine, to effect that purpose, for which he ex- 
pressed his fullest confidence that all angry re- 
mon^^nce would utterly fail. Convinced by 


ifllf^^easoiuiigy and from habit submissive to 
^ graodftdly ond eloquently expressed, 
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the Princess yielded to his better counsels^ 
nothing doubting his fidelity or discretion ,* and 
thus, Vi/hilst the youthful lovers, lulled in a false 
security, enjoyed their present happiness, and 
confidently looked forward to a prosperous issue 
to their virtuous wishes, — silently but rapidly 
were the elements of that storm accumulating, 
which was destined to sever their fond hearts, 
and annihilate every enraptured vision of future 
bliss, in which they were indulging ! 

Ne\er at a loss for expedients to bring about 
any greatly desired end, the Earl of Bute called 
into action a few selected noblemen and ladies, 
upon whose prudence he could rely; to whom, 
partially and cautiously, he explained the unea> 
siness of the Princess Dowager on account of her 
eldest son’s devotion to Lady Sarah Lennon, ahd 
her maternal fears lest the amour should end in 
the <iw/tOMOMr of the young damsel; not once al- 
luding to the Prince having pledged his faith to 
the fair object of his love, and destined her to 
be his consort, lest it should count6ract their own 
projects, and raise up auxiliaries for the. lovers, 
where she hoped to create enemies. To the 
credit of the Prince and his beloved, so g^eat 
had been their discretion and self-command, that 
no one, except the few already alluded to, had 
the least idea of their' innocOnt amour. At the 
instigation, of -the -Earl of -fiutej the Duke -of 
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Richmond was suddenly visited by a succession 
of noble guests, whose presence occupied too much 
of Lady Sarah’s time to permit of her meeting 
her royal lover as usual. Their intercourse was 
in consequence epistolary ; and as neither of them 
had the smallest mistrust that their secret passion 
was known to the Princess, they consoled each 
other in the pleasing illusion, that the time for 
secrecy and constraint would shortly terminate. 
But when visit jd’ter visit v/as proposed, and 
Lady Sarah found herself insensibly, as it, were, 
removed farther and larther from her lover, dark 
fears unbidden obtruded on her mind ; and al- 
though she could pei'ceive no visible traces of 
remote agency or secret management^ yet the 
result of the different domestic movements alarm- 
ed her fears, and suggested danger, without af- 
fording any clue to its sourc'^ , or any means of 
prevention. 

During this period the lovers were almost 
wholly debarred from correspondence ; and by 
comparing dates, it seems, from the recollections 
of the men of ancient days, who were then in the 
service of the royal , family, that the Prince was 
remarkably dejected, neglected his favourite ani- 
mals, and his rural sports, and sought out soli- 
tudes,, ^herein, perhi^ps, to give greater scope to 
his p^rtuph^^d feeKpgs uimbserved. 
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Princess nor Lord Bute thought it advisable to 
intercept the letters which passed between, the 
lovers. " It was not,” said he, “ any sentiment 
of delicacy by which they were deterred, but the 
dread of irreparably offending the noble-minded 
youth, and hurrying him to the consummation 
of the marriage they wrought so earnestly to 
avert.” Such was the state of affairs, when the 
death of George the Second took place ; soon 
after which evert, various of his ministers 
ai''^ oounsellors strongly irged the young Mo- 
narch to take a consult ^ but neither his mother 
nor the Ean of Bute were foremost to recom- 
mend this measure. Finding himself thus press- 
ed, the King mentioned h.s father’s promise 
to Lord Bute, and asked him if he conceived any 
serious injury was likely to the state, if he were 
to act as his parent had advised, and take ah 
English lady for his bride? The dissembler ap«- 
peared as if sii'’ienly overwhelmed by the deepest 
grief and surprise. After a solemn pause, he told 
his Sovereign, except a recantation of his faith, 
he could not call to mind any act so full of dis- 
astrous consequences, as that to which he had al- 
luded. Impatient of fhrther dissimulation, the 
King communicated to the Earl the deep affec- 
4100, cherished towards Lady Sarah Lennox, the 
solemn eng^gehiehts into which he had entered*, 
his 4 xfed deternrihatioh, exerdser that'isu 
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tnral right which the meanest of his subjects 
possessed, and select his wife himself. 

The cautious politician saw clearly that every 
thing might be lost by ill-timed opposition ; and 
finding that, piqued at the long continued silence 
of Lady Sarali, the King had not taken any de- 
cisive step since the death of the old King, all he 
ventured to ask of the young Monarch was, to 
pause a given time before he committed him- 
self irrevocably ; protesting, with many well- 
dissemblcd tokens of affectionate zeal, tha^ if, at 
the end of that ])eriod, his Majesty’s will should 
remain the same, that he should use all his in- 
terest to sooth the public mind, and prepare his 
mother for a stroke whicli he pretended might 
break her heart. This was touching a chord that 
vibrated through every nerve. The young Prince 
tamed pale, and said, ** It is a sad alternative in 
which I am placed ; the crown is not worth the 
sacrifice I am called upon to make. You say my 
mother’s heart will break if 1 marry Lady Lennox ; 
and so intensely do I love tlut lady. Sir, that X 
fear my mind would not be able to bear up 
against the shock of a disappointment. My mo- 
ther’s aversion is not rational, and 1 do not per- 
ceive that she ought to require this sacrifice at 
my hands.” 

As he qpoke, bis voice faltered, and team 
trickled doum bis cheeks* At. last the distressed 
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lover g^ve his word as required, and- daring that 
interval, the pathetic entreaties and admonitions 
of thePrincess Dowager, powerfully backed by tlie 
sedate and dignified expostulations of Lord Bute, 
developing, according to old state maxims, the ne- 
cessity there was, if he aimed at the conscientious 
discharge of his public duty, as a wise and vir- 
tuous Monarch, to sacrifice his passions to the 
safety of his empire. Then he began to waver ; 
and then his mother, and his private monitor, 
made fuch forcible appeals to his pride and ge- 
nerosity, that the young Prince, agreeing to be 
guided by their counsels, gave them his word of 
honour, that whatever it might cost him, he 
would make the sacrifice required. He kept 
that word, although his heart was wrung with 
anguish. He passed, as was said, a week in so- 
litude, striving to master his feelings, and yield 
up bis love ! The letter he wrote to Lady Sarah 
Lennox, was represented by Sir Levett Hanson 
as teeming with the finest touches of passion. 
He candidly stated all that had occurred, and 
assured her, that no considerations whatever had. 
the least influence upon his decision, except his 
sense of public duty, and his moml conviction, 
that, however painful the sacrifice demanded, it 
would be dishonourable in him to hesitate. - In 
the interval,. Lady Sarah’s confidential friend 
(a oa^eraial relation to Sic Levett), either ?by.jjk^ 
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sifpi w chance, obtained possession of the ietfef 
srritten by Lord Bute, the contents of whi<ihi 
though guardedly composed, and the nleanin^ 
obscurely expressed, gave the innocent victim of 
his maohinations a full comprehension of the 
whole scheme. The shock was great; but a 
greater yet remained. This was the affecting 
letter alluded to, written by the King, and sent 
to her by a gentleman of his Court, on whose 
honour and delicacy he relied. Although the 
blow was tempered by all that was tender an^ 
affectionate in language, and noble in sentiment, 
and offered a brother’s love, where his fondest 
wishes yet combined with her undoubted claims, 
it still fell dreadfully heavy. The hegjith of the 
amiable girl sunk under its pressure; but time 
and reflection had their usual influence, and after 
a few months’ seclusion, Ladv Sarah Lennox 
was able, not only to forgive the King, but even 
to assist at his marriage with another / Not so 
regardingLoRD Bute and the Princess Dow- 
ager, towards whom she lelt the most intense 
hatred. The impression produced on the mind 
of the King, was answerable to the greatness of 
the love he had cherished towards her, and gave 
new poignancy to his sorrows. 

George the Third was not aTancred ; but still, 
~if Im had been conscious of the secret machina- 
' tinns which had operated so effectually in cutting 
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off bis intercourse with the object- of his first 
love, it . would probaUy have awakened such 
powerful feelings of^ resentment, as might have 
induced him. to have banished Lord Bute for 
ever from his presence, and have- libilrated his 
mind from those shackles which his too ambi» 
tious mother had so artfully imposed^. Infinitely 
to the credit of Lady Lennox, although she bad 
delected the secret agency of Lord Bute and the 

# * W. W. Craig, Esq. in his Memoirs of Queen Charlotte, 
has thus traduced the character of this virtuous girl,— p. 271, 

“ The Duke of Richmond, the proudest man in England, 
was the indefatigable and inveterate opponent of every measure 
brought forward in support of the King’s government ; and 
it was supposed to be owing to the presumptuous idea be had 
conceived of connecting one of his daughters in mat:ri^>witb 
the King. Many statements on this subject have been given 
to the public without foundation of any kind, and I feel autho- 
rized in saying that the virtuous, the exemplary King of these 
realms never did, at any time of his life, look with desire 
upon any woman btU his wife I That Lady Sarah Lennox 
might have an affection for his Majesty, ardent and sincere, 
I can believe, and that she took opporlun dies of manifesting it 
on public occasions, even after the King was warried^ I can 
also believe; but it is no proof of the participation of the so- 
vereign, that sAe. daared thus to look up to him in his single state, 
and it is no proof of her modes^t that she could look up to him 
is the enye^upjoed manner in which that 
bitter eaemy of Queen ^Coroh'nc, i 
Fourth, has reviled the memory of 
3on(ij 


the Consort ; Geor^ 
anotW honourable woman, 
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Princess Dowager, she concealed her knowledge 
of their delinquency, that she might not wound 
the bosom of her Royal lover, whom she resigned 
in a manner becoming a woman, worthy to have 
been his bride. After the death of the Princess 
Dowager of Wales, the veil was withdrawn, and 
the whole of the secret machinery exposed, by 
which the projected marriage had been pre- 
vented. Such was the account given by Sir 
Levett Hanson of this deep-rooted attachment 
of the King; to the disappointment of ♦which^ 
passion he attributed, not alone the partial 
flashes of disordei’ed intellect, which, in less than 
a year after his marriage, are said to have been 
perceptible to his Queen, and his nearest atten- 
dants, but also that profound piety and unfeigned 
reliance on the consolations of religion, by which 
he was henceforth so eminently distinguished. 


THE END. 


BABNARD AMtl FARUT, 
Minner Strtti, London, 
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